
HIS Reads Sample Script Structure Workshop 
Using Mr. Pangier’s example defense script of The Artemis Fowl series 

Round 1 (1 minute): Promote the value of reading in general, with a specific book defense. 
In this round’s script, you should answer the following questions in a persuasive, clear, and evidence-supported way, that 
you can also deliver orally within one minute: 
— Why should all people read? 
— Why should all people read your book? 
— How will they change as a result of reading your book? (This is your chance to introduce the future rounds.) 

 

“Sixty-nine percent of educators say encouraging reading at home is among the most important things they do to help 
families be engaged with children’s learning” (Scholastic). What does this national survey reveal? In short, encouraging 
reading is one of the most important things a teacher can do. But reading is not just for students — it’s for all. Each person 
has a choice for how they spend their time–just like I had a choice to wear these reflective lenses on camera — to good 
purpose. You never know when a Fairy might use her magic to mesmerize me. 
 
Speaking of choices and mesmer — Fairy-speak for mind control — for 3 weeks, I have been mesmerized by Books 1 
through 4 in the Artemis Fowl series — a series for all. 
 
To start book 1, boy genius Artemis Fowl abducts a Fairy officer of the Lower Elements Police, holds her ransomed for a 
ton of Gold, and is later responsible for the loss of her trigger finger. Hero? Hardly. To most, Artemis is a villain; to all, a 
criminal. Why? “The answer lies with his father” (Colfer Location 3131). 
 
Despite his young age and criminal bent, Artemis Fowl is a worthy read no matter the age or moral grounding. Why? 
Because Artemis Fowl grows a conscience. And so can we. Our present depends on it. 

 

Round 2 (2 minutes) Promote the connection between a character’s development and our own personal character 
development, done through careful examination of textual details (3 specific HUSKIES should be used). 
In this round’s script, you should answer the following questions in a persuasive, clear, and evidence-supported way, that 
you can also deliver orally within two minutes: 
— What is the value of character development? 
— Why are books great ways to develop character? 
— Why is your book a great book for character development? 
— Which three specific character traits can be developed by reading your book? (This is where you reference the 
HUSKIES Standards.) 
— How can personal character development lead toward larger scale impact? (This is where you get your audience 
thinking about your book and Round 3.) 

 

Artemis Fowl is my new hero and he can be yours, too. 
 
I grew up loving stories with clearly drawn lines in the sand. Hobbits were good, Goblins were bad–the Dark Lord was 
surely bad. But that is not Artemis Fowl. His main goal is gold–more gold, more power. But this villainous super-genius 
teen changes–a lot–through the series. He turns from a villain to a flawed hero to a real-life person with baggage, 
self-control issues, and, finally, a desire to develop himself. We can learn a lot from a flawed hero. 
 
Through Artemis Fowl’s choices, I learned how to take ownership of my identity (S25), to solve problems (S11), and to 
make ethical choices (H2). You can, too. 
 
Taking Ownership. Artemis Fowl is a Daddy’s boy who owns his role as Son. When his dad goes missing, Artemis invests 
every ounce of genius to find him. Everything he does is “‘A demonstration of [his] utter commitment to [his] goals'” (Colfer 
Location 1299). Artemis refuses to quit. “[He] refused to believe that his father was dead…[he] avoided other 
teenagers…preferring to spend his time plotting his next crime” (Colfer Location 3138). In short, our villain is a villain 
because he wants to gather resources to achieve his goal–to find his father. What a heroic son! We can all be better sons 
and daughters, can’t we? 
 
Solving Problems. Artemis Fowl has one of the highest IQs on AND BELOW earth–human, fairy, or other. Throughout the 
series, he is constantly relied on to use his IQ to get out of jams, to save people from death, to solve problems. Beyond 
Daddy’s Boy, Artemis recognizes another role–genius. He uses his talent to escape a band of trolls, to cryogenically 
freeze a close friend, and to commit crime. — Two out of three ain’t bad. — No matter the purpose, we can all learn how 
to think beyond our world, as we explore the lower element world of Artemis Fowl. Fiction — counter-factual thinking — is 
a gateway for building our problem-solving ability. 
 
And what can we learn from a criminal about ethics? Artemis is presented with a dilemma in book 3: to steal 2 billion 
dollars from another criminal–to regain his family fortune–or to use the money for a more self-less purpose. With the click 
of a mouse, Artemis donates 90% to Amnesty International, pocketing the rest. I guess character growth takes time. 

 

Round 3 (3 minutes): Promote the impact a book might have on society, specifically... 
● Changing perspective 
● Challenging stereotypes 
● Illuminating important world issues 

In this round’s script, you should answer the following questions in a persuasive, clear, and evidence-supported way, that 

 



you can also deliver orally within three minutes: 
— How can a book impact an individual reader? 
— How can individual impact grow to a larger scale? 
— How might your book impact the world? (This is where you provide a thesis with three prongs: change perspectives, 
challenge stereotypes, illuminate issues.) 
— How might individual action relate to large-world impact? How is your book relevant to your audience? (This is where 
you prepare the audience for Round 4, where you will call them to act.) 

Books, specifically fiction, increase our open-mindedness through counterfactual thinking. Fiction is not real and so it 
naturally allows us to visit a place beyond what we currently know. This, in itself, is a huge benefit of reading. We can 
broaden our perspective of life in general through reading. But reading can also challenge stereotypes and illuminate 
issues, as even the most out-there fiction has some connection to reality. Each author writes from personal 
experience–experience which can impact us as individuals with the spin-off, domino effect of changing a local population. 
 
Artemis Fowl was my personal experiment. I always believed that genres were just labels and children’s books–the best 
children’s books–were just as suitable for adults. Yet, in reading Artemis Fowl, with the main character starting the series 
at 12 years old, I put my money where my mouth was. 
 
Artemis Fowl is classified as Young Adult. At age 37, I am no longer classified that way. Yet, Artemis Fowl is a book for 
me and it can be a book for you. Good fiction is good fiction no matter the classification, no matter the age. Perspective 
changes. Young Adult is no longer only for Young Adults. 
 
And why does that matter? Because by moving the boundaries, new doors are opened–opened to increase the number of 
people who put reading into their life. I saw this first hand at HIS. When I exclaimed, “High School books aren’t just for 
high schoolers,” I saw eyes light up in my middle schoolers. Removing labels provides more reading choices and, hence, 
more potential for students to find a book they love. Changed perspective in me equals open-minded new readers. 
 
Digging into the Artemis Fowl story we can also challenge a stereotype: you can’t teach an old dog new tricks. Or in 
Artemis’s case, you can’t change a mind-wiped genius how to become the blossoming hero he was turning into. Artemis 
Fowl, however, is all about the possibility of change. As Artemis notices in Book 4, “…it was the cumulative effect of these 
memories that interested Artemis. He could literally feel himself becoming a different person.” (Colfer Location 12601). 
Artemis is gravitating back to a person who is not driven by greed alone. This made him happy. “Artemis smiled to himself. 
It seemed as though good was a more powerful motivation than bad. Who would have thought it?” (Colfer Location 
12601). And this, in itself, challenges another stereotype: character development cannot be taught. According to Artemis 
Fowl, GOOD was a powerful motivator. Perhaps the CDGP can re-inspire our students to pursue positive character 
growth, if re-framed. 
 
Artemis’s early life is framed by preserving his family legacy by following his family motto: Aurum Potestas Est–Gold is 
Power. You don’t get any greedier than that! And there is our issue. The world is driven, usually the wrong direction, by 
greed. 
 
Wars are fueled by the desire to take…and to grow bank accounts through the military-industrial complex. This point is 
presented in a New York Time’s article titled: “The U.S. Still Leans on the Military-Industrial Complex” (New York Times). 
Today, the world’s leading economy–America–is fueled by military need. And if America leads the economic world with its 
military-centered model, how can we promote peace? 
 
Yet, as we’ll see in Round 4. Artemis can change, and so can we. So can the world. 

 

Round 4 (1 minute): Promote the power of message and theme in calling an audience to act. 
In this round’s script, you should answer the following questions in a persuasive, clear, and evidence-supported way, that 
you can also deliver orally within one minute: 
— How can a book, in general, inspire readers? 
— How can your book inspire readers? 
— What concrete change might your audience make if they choose to read your book? 
— How will that concrete change help your audience more strongly embrace their present-moment richness of life? (Don’t 
forget to end strong!) 

 

Aurum Potestas Est, Carpe Diem. Both Latin to me! 
And polar opposites. 
 
Artemis Fowl begins his journey with the goal to seize gold. He wants nothing but to re-secure his family fortune, and any 
business deal is viable. Crime is justified with the goal of saving his dad. But that only flies so long. After his dad is saved, 
Artemis continues to pursue business. Greed has taken over. Much like war, Artemis is driven by the desire of more. 
 
Only something changes. In book 3, his close friend nearly dies and Artemis recognizes another richness in life: 
friendship. He has managed to survive, often, because of the help of his friends. 
 
We see Artemis change even more in book 4. “Artemis…ran to the stairs. His mother was at the bottom of the steps, and 
her arms were open” (Colfer Location 13545). 
 
If gold-driven Artemis can postpone a lucrative business deal to spend time with Mom, can’t we re-consider our values? 
And once we do, perhaps we will understand the more important Latin phrase. Yes, we can change. Each day…Hug your 
mom, find your dad, save your friend, and savor the reading-centered world of HIS. 

 

 


