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https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/2378181579 
 
Round 1 
I’m pretty sure most people, including me, forget the books we read. We forgot the content, the details, even the 
names of the characters. So what’s the point of reading books if we constantly forget what we read? 
Everything we have been exposed to in life has affected us in some ways. We are the sum of all our experiences. 
We don’t remember each meal we eat every day, but that’s what made us stronger. Just like books.The inner 
thoughts of the books shift how we perceive things. And The Glass Castle is one of this kind of books.  
Being in a unique family, Jeanette grew up from a child to an adult seeing how things really are in reality. While trying 
to clear her own confusions, she came to the realization in the end that there is no such a thing called good or bad 
experience, every experience she had is a chance for her to grow and learn. And that’s exactly why we should 
cherish every single second of our life.  
 
Round 2 
In this diverse HIS community, we are all here to learn, to communicate and to understand each other.The basis of 
understanding is to understand the difference between us and embrace them. And this idea has also been 
introduced early in this book. The main character’s mom is an artist, and when the family lived in the desert, she kept 
returning to paint one tree which is small and twisted. Her daughter, Jeanette suggested that she could protect the 
tree, so it can grow nice and straight and tall. However,  “Mom disagreed. “You’d be destroying what makes it 
special,” she said. “It’s the tree’s struggle that gives out the beauty.” For Jeanette, change and uncertainty 
should be fought rather than embraced. But for mom, she has always embraced change, and instability. She 
searches for new and unusual instances of beauty. Just like one of the HUSKIES stated, knowledgeable thinkers 
who demonstrate purposeful creativity. It’s the imperfection makes the tree perfect.  
 
What would you do if you are afraid of water and never learnt swimming? The book shows us a scenario where 
Jeanette’s father gave us the answer. In chapter 4, he brought the kids to a river. Jeanette who never learned 
swimming was cautiously walking towards her dad while he suddenly grabbed her and pushed her into the river 
again and again. Although that might not be the best way to teach kids how to swim, he did teach me a lesson. Dad 
kept telling me that one lesson every parent needs to teach a child is “If you don’t want to sink, you better 
figure out how to swim” (Walls 66) He is encouraging Jeanette to become self-sufficient, to learn to rely on herself 
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for whatever might come her way. As the HUSKIES stated, Honest Learners and Leaders who set high standards. 
By putting yourself into the most frightening and difficult challenges, he claims, you will be forced to learn how to act 
and how to navigate in any situation.  
 
Round 3 
There was one time, my friend was complaining that he can’t find a real good friend because everybody else has 
some mentalities that he disagrees with. He asked me how to be friends with someone while ignoring the bad quality 
that he doesn’t like. And I told him that what he is looking for is a perfect soulmate, not a friend. Surprisingly, this 
book has some ideas can answer my friend’s question.  
 
Jeanette lives in a dysfunctional family where her dad is brilliant when he’s sober and he gets destructive when he’s 
drunk. If you know a person like that, would you be friends with him? The book answered it for us “You should 
never hate anyone, even your worst enemies. Everyone has something good about them. You have to find 
the redeeming quality and love the person for that” (Walls 144).  Every coin has two sides and nothing is 
absolute. And if you think about it, it applies to everything. When you are complaining about the amount of homework 
you have, somewhere in this world people may not even get proper education; When you are whining about things 
aren’t going well these days, maybe it’s a chance to learn how to be strong and how to act in any situation. Just like 
the parents in this book. Some of their actions are totally insane, but some ideas are interesting and new. The book 
changed my perspective of perceiving things, people and the world.  
 
What would you think if your parents choose to be homeless? The definition of homelessness is when people can 
not afford a place to live in or their current house is unstable or unsafe. That was also my definition for homelessness 
until I read this book. Jeanette’s parents chose to be homeless even when their children bought them a house and 
gave them money monthly.  
“You can’t just live like that”, I said. 
“Why not?” Mom said.”Being homeless is an adventure” (Walls 255) 
This really challenged the stereotypes I had towards homeless people. Jeanette’s parents think being homeless and 
poor is one of the life experience they need to go through. Many people had never thought about this, so did I. And 
so did the college professor of Jeanette’s. 
“Are you saying homeless people want to live on the street and they don’t want warm beds and roof?”  
Professor Wells was pissed. “What do you know about the lives of the underprivileged?” “What do you 
know about the hardships that the underclass faces?” 
The professor clearly didn’t know the personal experience Jeanette had. We are all Professor Wells sometimes  who 
always tend to understand other people’s problems and stick with the stereotypes we always have. And this is also 
the issue we have. This book challenges stereotypes in many different areas and shows that the world is not the 
world we always think it is and there are so much more things we need to learn and to understand.  
 
Round 4 
In the previous rounds, I mentioned how we should embrace the imperfections in our life and nothing in our life is 
absolute good or bad. We can always learn and grow from different things and people around us. This year’s theme 
is seize the day. “I had always wanted a watch. Unlike diamonds, watches were practical. They were for people on 
the run, people with appointments to keep and schedules to meet. That was the kind of person I wanted to be” (Walls 
216) Appreciate any second and any day of your life since they are all valuable. Seize the day, and be the master of 
the time.  
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SCRIPT 
ROUND 1 

Fast tempo 
 
By the time I’m finished with this round, you’ll have already looked at your phone a couple times. By the end of today, 
you’ll have checked your phone at least 80 times, according to the NY Post. Time has a wonderful way of showing 
us what really matters but by the time you realize it, everything may have already been lost.  
 
David Pratzer, a high school freshman, conquering a chess tournament in the book, “Grandmaster”, will teach you 
about deception, the art of manipulation, and the skull crushing intensity of a chess competition. 
 
But most important of all, understanding what you will lose in order to obtain victory. 

0:30s 
As I quote: “We don’t spend enough time together, and soon, son, you’ll be grown and out the door.”  
 
Let’s start shifting our focus back to what’s really important, family, instead of being blinded by the lights of glamor 
and glory. 
 
 
You always have a choice, to either use your phones or to read. If you do choose reading, it will offer an insight into 
the world we live in, better yet, into ourselves. Reading will show you the true value of family.  
 

ROUND 2 
Fast tempo 
 
Solution Creators who demonstrate resilience and flexibility 
 
David walking into the chess tournament knowing nothing but doubt and fear. Waiting to be squashed by chess 
experts, masters and grandmasters.  
 
David started chess only six months ago. He was against an expert that is ranked so high above him on his second 
game.  
And I quote: “I knew I couldn’t beat a master, but maybe I could make him sweat a little bit”. By continuing to fight, 
David has already demonstrated his strong character.  
“Don’t choke!” he said. “Just play smart”,  David mumbled. Keeping in mind that with resilience and flexibility, he 
vanquished his opponent. 
 
 
Effective Communicators who actively and empathetically listen. 
 
Everybody has three lives: a public life, a private life, and a secret life. 
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As the tournament progress, David slowly unravels his dad’s secret that has been locked away for 30 years. A man 
approached and warned David about his father: 
 
 “If you love your father, go home. He’s started talking to himself again. He’s taking his pulse all the time. His heart is 
racing. History will repeat itself.”  
 
David is wondering: Why is his dad taking his own pulse? what did the man mean by: “History will repeat itself”?  By 
actively listening to the warning, David has discovered an Earth shocking secret about his father that changed him 
forever since. 
 

1:15s 
Honest Learners and Leaders who set high standards  
 
David Pratzer used to be a nobody, he wasn't great at sports, he wasn't great at school either, and he was bullied. 
He was a loser. But he stays a loser only if he gives up. 

1:30s 
He pulled himself up from the ground and put everything he got to his final match. As I quote: “I soon had my 
bishops and knights bearing down on his king, and the more he tried to defend the worse it got”.  
David skillfully defeated his opponent by keeping 10 steps ahead. In life, you don't need to be good at everything, all 
you need to be is outstanding at one thing, and for David, it was chess. He set high standards for himself and never 
gave up. 

 
ROUND 3  

We are safest when we are next to those we trust. That’s something we know for sure. They can be your parents, 
brothers, sisters, cousins, and even your friends. David Klass, the author of the book challenge this perspective 
of trust. 
 
And I quote “But a person who shares a part of your life, who lives with you and knows all your habits and has a 
keen insight into what you value most in all the world - this is the person to fear.”  
 
Brad Kinney, just like any other chess player at the tournament was under an immense amount of stress. Humans 
tend to to dumb and regretful ideas under stress.  
 
And I quote: “The bedroom door flew open and Britney ran out, holding up her top to cover herself. The strap has 
been ripped”, Brittney was Brad’s GF. Just a moment later, “Brad, who came strolling out of the bedroom, his hands 
in his pockets and a slight, uncomfortable smile on his handsome face”.  
 
Now I ask you to look to your left, then look to your right, did you give your trust freely and easily to the 
person next to you? Do you trust them now? 
 
 The author carefully revoked and redefined the meaning of safe through this book.  
Challenge Stereotype of chess 
Chess, a board made up of wood, with small pieces organized into an army, you think Chess is just moving a couple 
ponds and knights? You think chess isn’t as dangerous as Alpine skiing or MMA? 
 
“Chess is war, it is a real threat”, said David. It pose a danger we could have never expected.  
 
As I quote: “A bunch of us tried to pull him off, but it was like he was possessed. His opponent was unconscious, his 
neck was badly sprained”. Chess can be violent, mentally and physically.  
Thus, Chess illuminate a serious issue.  
To play at a grandmaster level, would it cost you your health and you mentality? Chess is violent, Chess is a 
bloodbath.  
Quote “The police went looking for Pratzer, thousands and thousands of dollars’ worth of damage. Mirrors cracked, 
windows broken” all this horror caused only by the stress, and the desire to win the game at any cost. 
 



And so, just the idea of losing can break a person.  
And I quote: “He tried to kill himself, he locked himself in the bathroom and tried to hang himself with his belt”. 
Asking yourself:  Is it worth it? Winning a game at the cost of everything else?  
The author through the eyes of David Pratzer ,cracked open the ugly truth behind all the glory of chess. 

 
ROUND 4 

 
You can lose yourself in so many ways. The desires that make you go mad. The money, the fame, and the glory 
will consume your mind. You will be blinded by the illusions that you tell yourself every day. you will forget what’s 
really important. 
 
Because, just because, at the end of the day, it is your family that you’re going back to. They are what you call: 
Home. So stop, stop burning your time and your eyes on these smartphones.  
 
The moment you were born to life, you’ve already started dying. Time is the currency of life, you can only spend it 
once. 
 
And I quote: “Don't spend time punching on the wall, hoping to transform it into a door”. said Coco Chanel, the 
founder of one of the one most successful fashion company. 
 
Being said, go home, tonight, back to your family, and observe for a moment, is there food on the table? is the light 
on? Do you have a bed to sleep in and wake up the next day?  
 
Seize the day, start taking your action by appreciating what you already have rather than focusing on what 
you don’t have.  
 
In the end, it’s not about how BIG your house is, it’s has always been about how happy your home is. 
 
Know the value of your family, and hold on it tight, never let go. 

 

 
Rilla of Ingleside goodreads 
 
Round 1 
How many of us read a news about some war and feel as if we have to do something to 
prevent it? I am guessing only a few. Social media rarely moves us, but books always do. 
Why? I think the answer lies with the  quote: “A reader lives a thousand lives”.  Books let us 
have thousands of lives because the characters in our book are no longer strangers, they 
are family and friends, making the issues affecting them affecting us, too. My book, “Rilla of 
Ingleside” spoke to me by stories of Rilla and her family suffering from WWI that we should 
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never have wars ever again. Even though Rilla’s family suffered from the war, they always 
helped someone with a greater need, and who can see pain inflicting on a family like this?” 
Rilla of Ingleside has  . We too can help make that peaceful world. It isn’t hard. Read books, 
and they will motivate you to make one. 
 
How many of us read a news about some war and feel as if we have to do something to 
prevent it? I am guessing only a few. Social media rarely moves us, but books always do. 
Why? I think the answer lies with the  quote: “A reader lives a thousand lives”.  Books let us 
have thousands of lives because the characters in our book are no longer strangers, they 
are family and friends, making the issues that affect them, affecting us, too. My book, Rilla 
of Ingleside is about Rilla and her family during WWI who always helped others in greater 
need. By reading this book, I was able to live a life where I could experience the 
terribleness of wars by seeing it inflict its horror to a family that has grown so close to me. 
This book has motivated me to make a world where wars can’t happen, and it will motivate 
you, too. 
 
Have you ever read a news about World War I and felt nothing about it? Like this is the 
past, why bring it up? Well, if your answer is “yes, I have” I completely understand. Social 
media rarely moves us, but books always do. Why? The answer lies with the quote; “A 
reader lives a thousand lives”. Books let us have a thousand of lives because the 
characters in our books are no longer strangers, they are family and friends. Which makes 
the issues that affect them affecting us, too. My book, “Rilla of Ingleside”  
 
Have you ever heard the quote, “A reader lives a thousand lives?” This quote means the 
characters in our books are no longer strangers, they are family and friends. Because family 
and friends make up our lives, as we read more and more books, we have more lives. My 
book, “Rilla of Ingleside” is a book about Rilla and her family during World War I. By reading 
this book, I was able to live a life where I could experience the terribleness of wars by 
seeing it unleash its horror to a family that has grown so close to me.  I’ve read articles 
about World War I but none of them has touched me like this book did. Jem, a character in 
the book said, “We have to make a world where wars can’t happen”. We too can help make 
that world. Just read books, and they will motivate us to make one. 
 
How many of us read a news about some war and feel as if we have to do something to 
prevent it? I am guessing only a few. Social media rarely moves us, but books always do. 
Why? I think the answer lies with the  quote: “A reader lives a thousand lives”.  Books let us 
have thousands of lives because the characters in our book are no longer strangers, they 
are family and friends, making the issues affecting them affecting us, too. My book, “Rilla of 



Ingleside” spoke to me by stories of Rilla and her family during WWI that we should never 
have wars ever again. I’ve read articles about World War I but none of them has touched 
me like this book did. Every people in my book is determined, “to make a world where wars 
can’t happen”. We, too can help make that world. Read books, and they will arouse you to 
make one. 
 
Why is reading valuable? Reading is valuable because it motivate us to make a peaceful 
world. Most of us when reading a news about some war in some part of the world feel 
nothing. We don’t feel as if we have to prevent that war. By reading we can change our 
feelings and become a person devoted to making a peaceful world. My book, “Rilla of 
Ingleside” is a book about Rilla and her family during WW1 and has persuaded me that we 
should never have wars ever again because Rilla’s family grew so close to me I couldn’t 
bear the pain they were suffering. I’ve read news about WWI but none of them has touched 
me like this book did. I was living a life where everyone is d  
 
Round 2  
Rilla, the main character of my book was a pompous, giggly girl of the age 15. However, 
everything changes, including Rilla,  when WWI starts and her brothers are going off to 
battle the Germans. First, she brought a baby home because the baby had lost its mother 
and its father had gone to war. No one could believe that, Rilla, the girl who detests babies, 
brought one home and agreed to take care of the baby by herself. Yes, Rilla had become a 
virtuous person who make ethical and moral choices (H3). 
 

 

Rilla also became a person who could  actively and empathetically speak with her family 
(E21). Before, the war, she was hard to reason because she was always thinking about 
dance parties and dresses. Now, she listened to everybody and talked to them and 
respected them.Walter, her brother didn’t want to go to war and when Walter confided this 
to Rilla, he thought Rilla would despise him for being a coward. But she didn’t. Rilla had 
matured into an internationally minded citizen who understand personal differences (I20). 
By maturing one by one, Rilla made me understand that even though character 
development comes with great responsibility, it’s a key to unlocking our happiness. Look at 
Rilla, she has to care for a baby and lost her free time but in exchange, she got love from 
the baby, admiration from her parents and became a trusted companion to her brothers. 
We all desire to become a person with great character. To be admired upon, trusted upon. 
Even though it took a war to have Rilla character developed, she says, “ I wouldn’t want to 
go back and be the girl I was 2 years ago.  
 



Round 3 
 
Books conceal issues, stereotypes and perspectives that still affect us today. My book, 
“Rilla of Ingleside” was published in 1921, but the main issue of this book, “war” is still 
happening around the globe. Jem, a brother of Rilla’s is excited at the prospect of going to 
war. His exact words were, “What an adventure it will be! We’ll have some fun!”, but as the 
war stretches to 4 years and he realizes how terrible war is, he changes perspective. Jem 
says to Rilla, after the war ends, “I’ve seen enough of war to realize that we’ve got to make 
a world where wars can’t happen.” Many children around the world wants to own a gun and 
fight someone with it. Our future generation thinks  war is just a fun game where the person 
who shoots the most people is the winner. It’s not. War is an issue, not a game. We must 
realize that wars are horrible like Walter, a person in the book said, “Some days I almost 
imagine myself joining up the army-and then I see myself thrusting a bayonet through 
another man-some woman’s husband or sweetheart or son-perhaps the father of little 
children-and I know I never can”.  
 Walter also challenged a stereotype in my book. The stereotype in my book during the 
early 1900s was that if boys didn’t play war games and didn’t liked violence, they were 
cowards. It was same for Walter, Rilla’s brother.  When other children played war games 
and pretended to be soldiers, Walter read books and wrote poetry of beautiful things. While 
other boys dreamt of being an army general, Walter dreamt of being a poet who could touch 
people’s heart. Because of that, he was treated as a coward and was expected to flee 
during the war, but instead, was the bravest man in the legion and saved a comrade’s life. 
Walter challenged the stereotype that if you didn’t like violence, you were a coward and we 
need to challenge these kind of stereotypes more to make a peaceful world. 
 
Everything I have said about issue, stereotypes and perspective was about the Great War. 
There are still wars today despite the millions of people who have sacrificed to make peace. 
But with the people in our books together we can change the factors that prevent peace one 
by one. As Walter said, “We shall win, Rilla. Never for a moment doubt that. For it isn’t only 
the living who are fighting-the dead are fighting, too.” I feel as if Walter had said this to us in 
the meaning of  “We can change the world”. 
  
 
Round 4 
 
Rilla’s brothers all went to the war as soldiers, and one of her brother dies; Walter, her 
favorite. What astounded me was that Rilla grieved for her brother and wished him to come 
back, but never looked back and said, “I should’ve spent more time with Walter”. Most of us 



are living in a life of regret; “I should’ve done this, I should’ve done that” but do we want to 
regret on, “I should’ve spent more time with my family?” Rilla was able to not regret 
because she has always been focusing on her present and spending time with her family. 
Rilla’s way of living was, “Taste life, I want to eat it!” and because of that, she never has to 
live her life with remorse. After  days when the news that told her brother died came, she 
goes to her secret place in rainbow valley and thought of the times when she and Walter 
played together, talked together and remember the the day her brother truly trusted her. 
She is cherishing the moments that they had together, not regretting that she should’ve 
spent more time with Walter. This is a gift given to her from Carpe Diem that she will always 
remember Walter with happiness. Rilla has shown how much spending time with our family 
can lead to future happiness. As Rilla’s mother said about her children, “It is too hard yet to 
realize that they're grown up. When I look at those two tall sons of mine I wonder if they can 
possibly be the fat, sweet, dimpled babies I kissed and cuddled and sang to slumber the other 
day - only the other day...” present is too fast for us to grasp if we don’t focus on it.  Let’s 
Carpe Diem by spending time with our family and someday, like Rilla, we may be able to 
look back and smile at all those joyful times we had with our family. 
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25362017-the-girl-with-seven-names?ac=1&from_search=true 
 

The Girl with Seven Names 
Round 1: Promoting Reading (1 minute) 

In this round’s script, you should answer the following questions in a persuasive, clear, and evidence-supported 
way, that you can also deliver orally within one minute: 

— Why should all people read? 

— Why should all people read your book? 

— How will they change as a result of reading your book? (This is your chance to introduce the future rounds.) 

Round 1 Evidence, list at least 3 direct quotes with proper citation: 

Importance of reading 

Slower speaking 
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Round 1 (worthiness)- Our current generation turns to technology at every free minute, but in North korea there 
is no access to technology. Reading books is a privilege we all have, while children in North Korea want 
nothing more than this privilege. But still, why should we read? Well, reading is an escape from reality. It puts 
us in someone else’s shoes for once. The Girl with Seven Names is a book about a girl named Hyeonseo Lee 
who faced many barriers while being a North Korean defector. Hyeonseo learned the value of family, and 
by reading this book, we too can grow upon this value.  and she states “This is when I understood 
that we can do without almost anything – our home, even our country. But we will never do without 
other people, and we will never do without family.” She shows how family, like reading, has no 
replacement. By reading this book, we come to appreciate the freedom of democracy, and the 
freedom to read that comes with it. 
 
Evidence: 
“Kind people who put others before themselves would be the first to die. It was the ruthless and the 
selfish who would survive” 
“History lessons were superficial. The past was not set in stone, and was occasionally rewritten.” 
 “This is when I understood that we can do without almost anything – our home, even our country. 
But we will never do without other people, and we will never do without family.” 
 
 
Round 2: Promoting Character Development, using 3 of the 28 HUSKIES Standards to frame your message (2 
minutes) 

In this round’s script, you should answer the following questions in a persuasive, clear, and evidence-supported 
way, that you can also deliver orally within two minutes: 

— What is the value of character development? 

— Why are books great ways to develop character? 

— Why is your book a great book for character development? 

— Which three specific character traits can be developed by reading your book? (This is where you reference the 
HUSKIES Standards.) 

— How can personal character development lead toward larger scale impact? (This is where you get your audience 
thinking about your book and Round 3.) 

Round 2 Evidence, list at least 3 direct quotes with proper citation: 

Round 2- Character 
 
Hyeonseo Lee is a strong women who I greatly admire, and I’m sure you would feel the same. 
 
Out of all the books I’ve read, I have grown the most as a person after reading this book. Growing as 
a person includes many components, and it makes you a better person then you were before. When 
you become a better person, the value of life becomes more clear, and you gain more respect from 
your peers.  Reading books is always relatable, and you grow feelings of sympathy, compassion, and 
caring for the person. By reading The Girl with Seven Names, I have become more of a honest 
learner and leader, a knowledgeable thinker, and a solution creator. 
 



Honest learner and leaders who are self-motivated and self-directed- Hyeonseo Lee lived on her 
own at a very young age. Escaping North Korea means NEVER going back, and it also means leaving 
your loved ones behind. When you only have yourself, you are your personal leader, motivator, and 
best friend. Being honest with yourself in something that Hyeonseo Lee did best. We can capture, 
embrace, and use this trait in everyday life.  You become a more compassionate and honest leader 
by reading this book because seeing someone with such a personal drive strive towards this goal is 
nothing but moving. 
 
Knowledgeable Thinkers who are confident and explore new opportunities- Hyeonseo Lee had to be 
manipulative and very careful about every word that came out of her mouth and ever action that 
she made. Making one wrong move could and will cost her her life. For example, “Kind people who 
put others before themselves would be the first to die. It was the ruthless and the selfish who would 
survive.” Is this bad? Well, we all can be kind everyday in order to see a smile on ones face. As we grow 
and mature, we can all use our previous knowledge to plan for the future. 
 
Solution Creators who Persevere- Hyeonseo Lee got involved in many difficult situation including being 
stopped by the Chinese Police, receiving death threats, and being manipulated and blackmailed. She 
says,  
 “I hope you remember that if you encounter an obstacle on the road, don’t think of it as an obstacle at 
all… think of it as a challenge to find a new path on the road less traveled.”  
 
 
 
Evidence: 
 “I hope you remember that if you encounter an obstacle on the road, don’t think of it as an obstacle at 
all… think of it as a challenge to find a new path on the road less traveled.” 
 “Kind people who put others before themselves would be the first to die. It was the ruthless and the 
selfish who would survive.”  
“After years in the Chinese workforce, I had developed an emotional attachment to money. My earnings 
were my hard work and long hours; my savings were comforts deferred.”  
 
Round 3: Impacting the World — Changing perspective, Challenging Stereotypes, and Illuminating Issues (3 
minutes) 

In this round’s script, you should answer the following questions in a persuasive, clear, and evidence-supported 
way, that you can also deliver orally within three minutes: 

— How can a book impact an individual reader? 

— How can individual impact grow to a larger scale? 

— How might your book impact the world? (This is where you provide a thesis with three prongs: change 
perspectives, challenge stereotypes, illuminate issues.) 

— How might individual action relate to large-world impact? How is your book relevant to your audience? (This is 
where you prepare the audience for Round 4, where you will call them to act.) 

Round 3 Evidence, list at least 4 direct quotes with proper citation: 

 
Round 3-   



 
Biographical books about hardships open up new doors to unexplored worlds. Learning about 
hardships that other people endure daily illuminates the issues of worldwide problems. The 
stereotypes that we have made for North Koreans get challenged, and our perspectives quickly get 
changed. Now, we can all think about others hardships before stereotyping, and then the world 
would grow their character as a whole. 
 
Hyeonseo Lee is a perfect example of a conservative, passionate, and considering person. Through 
her book, she illuminates the issue of North Korean suffrage. In North Korea, some citizens are not 
even treated as real people. She states, “I was already hiding beneath so many lies that I hardly knew 
who I was any more. I was becoming a non-person.” These people need help. They can not show their 
true identity in fear of being caught, tortured, and even killed.  We can never relate to this on a personal 
level, so we should try to understand just the slightest bit of what they have to go through everyday just 
to keep a smile on their face. 
 
When we think of this though, we would normally say “all North Koreans are bad”. But, is this true? As 
Hyeonseo Lee says, “Kindness toward strangers is rare in North Korea. There is risk in helping others. 
The irony was that by forcing us to be good citizens, the state made accusers and informers of us all.” 
There is risk in helping others for the fear of the government. It is not every person that makes the 
decisions as a whole. What if we all thought about what others are going through before stereotyping? 
These hardships are unreal and unimaginable. Stereotyping is the one thing that we should not do. 
 
 
But why should we care?   
Simply, we are all human. We should care about our species, and the well being of the ones around us. 
“He’d valued his dignity more than his own life.” There are people all over our world like this, but 
people in North Korea care more about what others think then living. We need to stop this, and think of 
North Korea as a country that needs us.  Susan Gale states “ 
 
 
Evidence: 
“Kindness toward strangers is rare in North Korea. There is risk in helping others. The irony was that by 
forcing us to be good citizens, the state made accusers and informers of us all.”  
“I was already hiding beneath so many lies that I hardly knew who I was any more. I was becoming a 
non-person.”  
“North Koreans who have never left don’t think critically because they have no point of comparison – 
with previous governments, different policies, or with other societies in the outside world.”  
“He’d valued his dignity more than his own life.”  
 
 
Round 4: Inspiring your Audience, calling them to act in relation to the theme: Savor the moment, embracing the 
richness of life. (1 minute) 

In this round’s script, you should answer the following questions in a persuasive, clear, and evidence-supported 
way, that you can also deliver orally within one minute: 

— How can a book, in general, inspire readers? 

— How can your book inspire readers? 



— What concrete change might your audience make if they choose to read your book? 

— How will that concrete change help your audience more strongly embrace their present-moment richness of life? 
(Don’t forget to end strong!) 

Round 4 Evidence, list at least 2 direct quotes with proper citation: 

Round 4 (live in the present/carpe diem)- Stop. Right now, you are probably thinking of what 
tomorrow will bring you. So stop. Always thinking of your future takes away from your present 
tremendously. Live in the present as if there will be no tomorrow, because life is like an ungroomed 
field. Is it up to YOU to do the grooming. Some may ask, what is the point in reading a book? Well, 
reading a book can be like a shield. You can transfer yourself into your ideal person and ideal world. 
You can be who you want to be. Hyeonseo Leo, being from North Korea, always had this enner drive 
to reach China, or the “Golden Land”.  After reaching her long lived desire, she quickly learns what 
holds the most importance in her life. Her family. She says “When I saw my Omma, I put aside all of my 
worries and I only wanted to hug her.”  While in North Korea, the only thing she could think about was 
China, and once she got to China the only thing she could think about was her family. She never said a 
proper goodbye, and now she would be separated from them forever. Before she left, if she treasured 
every moment with her family, said goodbye, and savored the time, this would have been much easier. 
Now, she treats every moment with her family as a golden gift, and if all of us did this with every 
moment, imagine our world.  Seize the day, because you never know where your future will bring you.   
 
 
Lengthen 
 
Evidence: 
“When I saw my Omma, I put aside all of my worries and I only wanted to hug her.” 
 “This is when I understood that we can do without almost anything – our home, even our country. 
But we will never do without other people, and we will never do without family.” 
we too can grow upon this value.  and she states “This is when I understood that we can do without 
almost anything – our home, even our country. But we will never do without other people, and we 
will never do without family.” She shows how family, like reading, has no replacement. By reading 
this book, we come to appreciate the freedom of democracy, and the freedom to read that comes 
with it. 
 
Hyeonseo Lee is a strong women who I greatly admire, and I’m sure you would feel the same. 
 
Out of all the books I’ve read, I have grown the most as a person after reading this book. Growing as 
a person includes many components, and it makes you a better person then you were before. When 
you become a better person, the value of life becomes more clear, and you gain more respect from 
your peers.  Reading books is always relatable, and you grow feelings of sympathy, compassion, and 
caring for the person. By reading The Girl with Seven Names, I have become more of a honest 
learner and leader, a knowledgeable thinker, and a solution creator. 
 
Honest learner and leaders who are self-motivated and self-directed- Hyeonseo Lee lived on her 
own at a very young age. Escaping North Korea means NEVER going back, and it also means leaving 
your loved ones behind. When you only have yourself, you are your personal leader, motivator, and 
best friend. We can capture, embrace, and use this trait in everyday life. We will become more 
compassionate and honest leaders by reading this book because seeing someone with such a 
personal drive strive towards this goal is nothing but moving. 
 



Knowledgeable Thinkers who are confident and explore new opportunities- Hyeonseo Lee had to be 
manipulative and very careful about every word that came out of her mouth and ever action that 
she made. Making one wrong move could and will cost her her life. For example, “Kind people who 
put others before themselves would be the first to die. It was the ruthless and the selfish who would 
survive.” Is this bad? Well, we all can be kind everyday in order to see a smile on ones face. As we grow 
and mature, we can all use our previous knowledge to plan for the future. 
 
Solution Creators who Persevere- Hyeonseo Lee got involved in many difficult situation including being 
stopped by the Chinese Police, receiving death threats, and being manipulated and blackmailed. She 
says,  
 “I hope you remember that if you encounter an obstacle on the road, don’t think of it as an obstacle at 
all… think of it as a challenge to find a new path on the road less traveled.”  
  
Biographical books about hardships open up new doors to unexplored worlds. Learning about 
hardships that other people endure daily illuminates the issues of worldwide problems. The 
stereotypes that we have made for North Koreans get challenged, and our perspectives quickly get 
changed. Now, we can all think about others hardships before stereotyping, and then the world 
would grow their character as a whole. 
 
Hyeonseo Lee is a perfect example of a conservative, passionate, and considering person. Through 
her book, she illuminates the issue of North Korean suffrage. In North Korea, some citizens are not 
even treated as real people. She states, “I was already hiding beneath so many lies that I hardly knew 
who I was any more. I was becoming a non-person.” These people need help. They can not show their 
true identity in fear of being caught, tortured, and even killed.  We can never relate to this on a personal 
level, so we should try to understand just the slightest bit of what they have to go through everyday just 
to keep a smile on their face. 
 
When we think of this though, we would normally say “all North Koreans are bad”. But, is this true? As 
Hyeonseo Lee says, “Kindness toward strangers is rare in North Korea. There is risk in helping others. 
The irony was that by forcing us to be good citizens, the state made accusers and informers of us all.” 
There is risk in helping others for the fear of the government. It is not every person that makes the 
decisions as a whole. What if we all thought about what others are going through before stereotyping? 
These hardships are unreal and unimaginable. Stereotyping is the one thing that we should not do. 
 
The North Korea that we are exposed to is the nuclear bombing, the starving, and the poor. But, what if 
we thought past this? What if we tried to actually see what they were going through? By reading “The 
Girl with Seven Names, you perspective can and will change on the way you stereotype North Korea. 
 
But why should we care?   
Simply, we are all human. We should care about our species, and the well being of the ones around us. 
“He’d valued his dignity more than his own life.” There are people all over our world like this, but 
people in North Korea care more about what others think then living. We need to stop this, and think of 
North Korea as a country that needs us.   
 
 
Some may ask, what is the point in reading a book? Well, reading a book can be like a shield. You 
can transfer yourself into your ideal person and ideal world. You can be who you want to be. 
Hyeonseo Leo, being from North Korea, always had this enner drive to reach China, or the “Golden 
Land”.  After reaching her long lived desire, she quickly learns what holds the most importance in her 
life. Her family. She says “When I saw my Omma, I put aside all of my worries and I only wanted to hug 
her.”  While in North Korea, the only thing she could think about was China, and once she got to China 



the only thing she could think about was her family. She never said a proper goodbye, and now she 
would be separated from them forever. Before she left, if she treasured every moment with her family, 
said goodbye, and savored the time, this would have been much easier. Now, she treats every moment 
with her family as a golden gift, and if all of us did this with every moment, imagine our world. Seize the 
day, because you never know where your future will bring you.   
 
Talitha   
 
NOTES 
 
Round 1- 
 
Round 1 (worthiness)- Our current generation turns to technology at every free minute, but in North 
korea there is no access to technology. Reading books is a privilege we all have, while children in 
North Korea want nothing more than this privilege. But still, why should we read? Well, reading is an 
escape from reality. It puts us in someone else’s shoes for once. The Girl with Seven Names is a 
book about a girl named Hyeonseo Lee who faced many barriers while being a North Korean 
defector. Hyeonseo learned the value of family, and by reading this book, we too can grow 
upon this value.  and she states “This is when I understood that we can do without almost 
anything – our home, even our country. But we will never do without other people, and we 
will never do without family.” She shows how family, like reading, has no replacement. By 
reading this book, we come to appreciate the freedom of democracy, and the freedom to 
read that comes with it. 
 
round 2-  
Hyeonseo Lee- strong women, greatly admire  
Out of all the books I’ve read; character growth. Includes ,many components, makes you a 
better person than you were before.When you become a better person, the value of life 
becomes more clear, and you gain more respect from your peers.  
Relatable- feelings of sympathy, compassion, and caring ness. By reading TGWSN, I have 
become more of an HLAL, KT, and a SC.  
HLAL who are self motivated and directed - HL lived on her own at a very young age. 
Escaping NK- never coming back, leaving loved ones behind. only yourself -> personal 
leader, motivator, and best friend. We can capture, embrace, and use this trait in everyday 
life. By reading this book-> compassionate and honest leader-> seeing someone going 
through these challenges…motivating  
KT who are confident and explore new opportunities- HL- manipulative and careful about 
every word and action, one wrong move could cost you your life. “Kind people who put 
themselves before others would be the first to die. It was the ruthless and the selfish who 
would survive.” Is this bad? We can be kind everyday to see a smile on ones face. As we 
grow and mature, we can use our previous knowledge to grow for the future.  
Solution Creators who Persevere- Hyeonseo Lee got involved in many difficult situation 
including being stopped by the Chinese Police, receiving death threats, and being 
manipulated and blackmailed. She says,  
 “I hope you remember that if you encounter an obstacle on the road, don’t think of it as an 
obstacle at all… think of it as a challenge to find a new path on the road less traveled.”  



 
● Biographical books about hardships-> new doors, unexplored worlds. Learning about 

hardships that other people endure daily illuminates the issues of worldwide problems. 
stereotypes we made for North Koreans get challenged, and our perspectives quickly get 
changed. Now, we can all think about others hardships before stereotyping, and then the 
world would grow their character as a whole. 

 
Hyeonseo Lee, perfect example,- conservative, passionate, and considering person. through book 
she illuminates the issue of North Korean suffrage. In North Korea, some citizens are not even 
treated as real people. She states, “I was already hiding beneath so many lies that I hardly knew 
who I was any more. I was becoming a non-person.” These people need help. They can not show 
their true identity in fear of being caught, tortured, and even killed.  We can never relate to this on a 
personal level, so we should try to understand just the slightest bit of what they have to go through 
everyday just to keep a smile on their face. 
 
When we think of this though, we would normally say “all North Koreans are bad”. But, is this true? 
As Hyeonseo Lee says, “Kindness toward strangers is rare in North Korea. There is risk in helping 
others. The irony was that by forcing us to be good citizens, the state made accusers and informers 
of us all.” There is risk in helping others for the fear of the government. It is not every person that 
makes the decisions as a whole. What if we all thought about what others are going through before 
stereotyping? These hardships are unreal and unimaginable. Stereotyping is the one thing that we 
should not do. 
 
The North Korea that we are exposed to is the nuclear bombing, the starving, and the poor. But, 
what if we thought past this? What if we tried to actually see what they were going through? By 
reading “The Girl with Seven Names, you perspective can and will change on the way you 
stereotype North Korea. 
But why should we care?   
Simply, we are all human. We should care about our species, and the well being of the ones around 
us. Quote, “He’d valued his dignity more than his own life.” There are people all over our world like 
this, but people in North Korea care more about what others think then living. We need to stop this, 
and think of North Korea as a country that needs us.   
 
Stop. Right now, you are probably thinking of what tomorrow will bring you. So stop. Always 
thinking of your future takes away from your present tremendously. Live in the present as if there 
will be no tomorrow, because life is like an ungroomed field. Is it up to YOU to do the grooming. 
Some may ask, what is the point in reading a book? Well, reading a book can be like a shield. You 
can transfer yourself into your ideal person and ideal world. You can be who you want to be. 
Hyeonseo Leo, being from North Korea, always had this enner drive to reach China, or the “Golden 
Land”.  After reaching her long lived desire, she quickly learns what holds the most importance in 
her life. Her family. She says “When I saw my Omma, I put aside all of my worries and I only wanted 
to hug her.”  While in North Korea, the only thing she could think about was China, and once she 
got to China the only thing she could think about was her family. She never said a proper goodbye, 
and now she would be separated from them forever. Before she left, if she treasured every moment 
with her family, said goodbye, and savored the time, this would have been much easier. Now, she 
treats every moment with her family as a golden gift, and if all of us did this with every moment, 
imagine our world.  Seize the day, because you never know where your future will bring you.   
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Reading. Reading can not only teach you better about life, but it can also send you to different worlds where you 
could experience so many unique realities. You get to strengthen your imagination which isn’t used as much 

compared to your younger self due to things like assignments where they only want true facts. So imagine this. 
Imagine receiving a call late at night, a call that’ll completely change your life. Why would it change your life you 

say? Well, because, “I regret to inform you that sometime in the next twenty-three hours you’ll be meeting an 
untimely death” (Silvera 18). Yes, you’ve guessed it, it tells you that you’re gonna die in the next 24 hours. 

 In the book I chose, “They both die at the end”, you’ll be introduced to 2 young boys who’ve received this call. 
Although yes, spoilers, they both die at the end, with this book you get to experience every last bit of  their farewells, 

journey, and of course their emotions. Sadness, happiness, and their fear of dying. How do you think you’ll feel to 
know you’re dying one day? 

-- 
Mateo and Rufus. Here are our main characters. Mateo before his call of doom didn’t like going out of the house. He 

would play games at home and read comic books. Rufus was the total opposite. But both after their call became 
Honest learners and leaders who were self-motivated and self-directed. They, although hesitant at first, tried to do 
things in their end day. They especially needed to motivate themselves as if they were gonna die, they could’ve just 

sat down and watch tv all day hoping for a peaceful death like Mateo wanted and all of us want in reality. We all 
don’t want a painful death.  

But wouldn’t you regret it if you knew you were going to die and just decided to lay in bed? Because Mateo and 
Rufus knew. “I’m extra wired, wanting to play it, especially as a Decker, since it’s about wasted opportunities, empty 
lives, and time dying.” (Silvera 123). And this is how they had also become Knowledgeable thinkers who wanted to 

confidently explore new experiences.  

When they knew of their death, both Mateo and Rufus headed out to places they’ve never been to before where they 
were able to upload a cool photo on Instagram or travel the world in a stadium. With this, oh so quiet Mateo who 

didn’t want to step a foot out of his door at first, was now living his life to the fullest. “Twelve hours ago I received a 
phone call telling me I’m going to die today, and I’m more alive now than I was then.” (Silvera 227). And now, 
something that had me pretty much shook was how Mateo was able to become someone who was a Socially & 

Personally Responsible Individual who took ownership for their own identity. Mateo had never loved anyone in his 
life. But how he fell for his partner and how he took pride in it is exactly how you are suppose to take ownership for 

one’s identity, by accepting who you are and being proud of yourself. 
-- 

Mateo has never loved anybody. Yet during his end day he found what he was looking for. He found someone who he 
wanted to be with for his whole life. Although it’s ironic that he didn’t have his whole life. This issue, although 
getting better the past years is still pretty big and problematic. And that is the acceptance of being in the lgbtq 

comminuty. Rufus was bi from the very beginning of this book so he isn’t my focus. But Mateo. Not only did he 
accept his identity fast, his friends who were with him accepted him as well. “I kiss the guy who brought me to life on 

the day we’re going to die.” (Silvera 308). And this is a very touchy issue as from what I’ve heard and read online, 
there are still many parents kicking out their child for being gay, bi, well anything but straight. Many kids are being 
called a sin by their surroundings and many with this go into a road of depression and guilt. And I don’t know about 
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you but I really think that that should change. Even in a study released by San Francisco State University states that 
family attitudes play a big part in someone’s acceptance of their identity, “More and more families want to be 

accepting of their children. Yet, many families still struggle when a child comes out as LGBT”.  
 

This book has also not only changed my perspective but is also challenging the stereotype of what a hero is. Like 
many people in this room, I’ve grown up reading comic books and watching superhero movies or shows. So of course 
our perspective on heros would literally be someone who saves the world from ultimate destruction. Am I right? But 

reading this book I have realized that you don’t need to save Central city like how the Flash does, or you don’t need to 
be able to fly like Superman to be a hero. You just need to be able to make someone feel safe around you no matter 

the situation. “Mateo Torrez definitely saved me” (Silvera 354). In this book, Mateo had changed Rufus’s life upside 
down and Rufus had truly became a better person because of him. “No, even if he didn't die a hero’s death, he died a 
hero.” (Silvera 354) So although being able to fly or having super strength is cool, this book tells you “you don’t need 

those traits to be a hero.” 
 

------- 
Live life. Just live it. We all don’t know when we are going to die. And some find it scary. Here’s some facts for you 

guys. We are 20 weeks into 2018 and there has been 22 school shootings in America. Yes. 22. That equals to around 1 
shooting per week. And many have died. You may think aww that’s America that won’t happen here. Yea it won’t, 

but it doesn’t change the fact that you could die whenever. Do you think they knew they were going to die? Our world 
doesn’t have a calling system to tell you, “good luck, you’re gonna die today”. These kids had dreams, dreams that 
they couldn’t fulfil. Now imagine that you were one of those kids, imagine how many things you didn’t do or get to 

say if you were dead at this very moment.  
 

“They both die at the end” is a total embodiment of this year’s theme, “seize the day, embracing the richness of life”. 
As this book tells you to cherish every moment, every second, every word. Mateo’s and Rufus’s journey left me with 

not only buckets of tears but it had also taught me to not take my life, your life, or anyone's life for granted.  
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/2383430100?book_show_action=false 
Round 1: 

Have you all had a time when you just want to leave the country, just to escape the burdens in your life? We all 
probably thought of this once in our lives, but thinking logically these things can only happen in a Netflix series 
because you’re risking losing your job. This is why reading can be a valuable time for those who want to have a break 
from their work or school. Reading can take you to different places; every story has its unique setting and background 
that overwhelms you, which makes you feel like your in the story.The book I chose for this years HIS Reads is “Call 
it Courage” by Armstrong Sperry. We are all enchanted by the tales of adventure in the South Sea islands, probably 
because most of us will only travel there in the pages of the books we read. They are a mystery to us, their history, 
their beauty, their people, and that fuels our imagination, that need for the ultimate adventure. This is a coming of age 
story set in the Polynesian Islands centuries ago, and it’s the tale of a young boy who has something to prove to his 
father, his friends, but most of all to himself. It’s a feel-good story that has a predictable ending, but it still gives us 
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what we want, to be transported for a few hours to paradise. Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay 
where we are. 

Round 2: 

Motivation – Honest Learners and Leaders who are self-motivated and self-directed (H3) Mafatu, the ten-year-old son 
of a Polynesian chief, has always feared the sea because in his toddlerhood he and his mother were swept away by a 
storm in which his mother lost her life. As he approaches the edge of manhood, his fear prevents him from winning a 
place in his community. Realizing their indifference to him, he sets out to sea alone in his canoe, taking only his dog 
and a few tools as it states “Out into the open ocean. Mafatu gripped the steering paddle and followed.” This shows 
that Mafatu the protagonist is self-motivated and self-directed to overcome his biggest fear, the sea.  

Adaptability – Understanding Collaborators who work well with diverse individuals and situations (U7) That night he 
went out to the sea he is caught in a storm, in which he loses his paddle and all his tools, and he washes up on an 
island where cannibals are known to live. He builds a shelter and canoe and chooses to survive as is states, “Then he 
would make fire, too; and he must search the island to find out if it were inhabited, and there was a shelter to build.” 
This shows that even at a young age the protagonist Mafatu is capable of working in diverse situations so that he can 
survive.  

Grit – Solution Creators who persevere. (S9) While living there he kills an octopus, a boar, and a shark, and faces the 
human terror of ritualistic cannibals, barely escaping with his life. Even through hard situations Mafatu always finds 
his ways of surviving as he kills various kinds of animals but for his first kill is states, “He killed the wild boar 
single-handed!” This shows that a boy who had no courage to even go out to the sea has now developed into a boy 
with courage being able to kill a boar and persevere. 

Round 3: 

 Books can have a lot of impact on an individual by overwhelming the audience with their rich storyline or by their 
unique setting and background, but particularly in my book, it has to do something with escapism. Life can be full of 
hardships, so it’s nice to take a step back from reality and get lost in the fantasies of our own minds. Escapism allows 
you to step away from your emotions when you’re feeling overwhelmed, and come back to a problem with a fresh 
mind.Perspectives and Stereotypes are common things that all people have of certain things, but these certain things 
are often similar to one another: it can be something related to races, religion, or a certain person. The issue that I´m 
going to talk about is perspectives or stereotypes of a certain person which is also represented throughout in my book. 
The protagonist, Mafatu, has always feared the sea because it took his mother away from him and he is traumatized 
that the sea took his mother away as he states, ¨I would never forget the sound of my mother’s despairing cry.” In an 
island where courage is the driving force of the people as it is stated, ¨They worshiped courage, those early 
Polynesians. The spirit which had urged them across the Pacific in their sailing canoes,¨ it is rare for someone to be 
afraid of the sea. Due to this fact Mafatu is considered ẗhe ¨outside or stranger” Since then Mafatu decides to face his 
fear as he goes out to the sea with his dog Uli  and the same night that he sailed out to the sea he is caught in a big 
storm where he is sailed off to an unknown island. There he finds that the island was under control by cannibals and 
different kinds of dangerous animals where he needed to face them one-to-one. Mafatu has grown from a coward to a 
courageous man who has overcome his fear by facing against it, and the perspectives of the town people change as 
well when he comes back to the town. They now view Mafatu as a “hero” just because he did something really 
awesome, and this brings up my issue that I would like to illuminate about.People nowadays and also in the past have 



always seen things from the surface and judged or classified them under whatever they want, not knowing what lies 
underneath the surface. For example, think of it as an iceberg, just as the visible tip of an iceberg hides a far greater 
mass of ice underneath the ocean surface it is the same with any kinds of issues. We often talk about how 
first-impression is very important, and I do believe that this is a true statement but this tells us that we judge the other 
people in such a small amount of time. Depending on how you classify or judge the person by their first impression 
may change your life. Maybe that person was to become your next best friend or maybe your potential true love, but 
since now you classified that person as a good person, a bad person, a weird person, or anything else, you will treat 
them differently based on how you classified them as. As seen in the book Mafatu is made fun of just because he was 
afraid of the sea, and people didn’t know what lies behind that story of why Mafatu was afraid of the sea. They hear 
things and believe whatever they want to believe because that is what lies on the surface but people don’t bother 
looking beneath the surface to find out what lies behind it. We need to change how we judge others, by judging other 
people you are secluding your social life with the same people and the same story. 

Round 4: 

“Here is my son come home from the sea. Mafatu, Stout Heart. A brave name for a brave boy!” says the father of 
Mafatu as Mafatu overcomes his fear and comes back as a courageous strong man. Books like these inspire the 
audience by giving them hope and imagination, allowing them to escape from their current situation whether it’s good 
or bad because that is what escapism is all about. A book where the setting is set in the middle of the South Sea Island 
with a basic story with a predictable ending but what makes it so interesting? It makes it interesting because we can 
clearly see the character development throughout the story. Mafatu starts off as a coward that is made fun of by his 
peers but then later develops into an individual who is seen as a “hero” or brave courageous men. This story inspires 
the audience to chase and face their fear because by keeping the fear you will keep on being on the same page of your 
book, and what I mean by this is that in order to move forward in life you need to face challenges and fears that is 
stopping you from doing certain stuff. You will never end up on chapter 2 unless you start moving toward chapter 2. 
Escapism is a term used to describe someone who escapes from their reality by reading stories of the places that are 
on your bucket list, but what is stopping you from actually going to the place? 
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Round 1 - Reading has unfortunately~~~ 
Round 2 
→ While following Malcolm Little through his pre-adolescent 
→ After going through this and so much more, Malcolm confirmed with himself that  “I'm not meant to be part of the things that 
are wrong with the world, but neither am I meant to run from them. I'm meant to fight against them.” This shows that from a 
young age Malcolm persevere to create solution to all his problems and push through the difficult life that he had 

→ During his journey, Malcolm explored his surroundings, showing curiosity  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22292486-x


→ The most inspiring part of Malcolm's story throughout this book is that he fought against a certain phrase that his 
English teacher said to him. He told Malcolm, "Be as good as you want in the classroom, but out those doors, you're just a 
negro." and it was because of that, that Malcolm started to doubt all the amazing things his father had told him he could be, and 
indeed started to categorise himself as just a negro. But Malcolm wanted to change the meaning of that, so he took it into his 
own hands to become an honest leader who set high standards for himself, keeping in mind the possibilities of his character.  
Round3 
→ “Just a negro” was the phrase that Malcolm Little, and every other little black boy and little black girl had to fight against.  
→ used that positivity to inspire other african americans to strive to be the best version of themselves.  

→ This book does a great job at highlighting the significance of racism, an issue  
We see the gradual realisation in Malcolm that racism is a thing, starting from after his mother loses her job after her 

boss found out she was a black. Malcolm thought “Jobs came and went for Mom, always… I thought that was just life. I didn’t 
know it was a Negro thing.” and throughout the book it’s just a disheartening realisation after realisation within Malcom that 
people of his kind were not welcomed in the world.  

→ Although in his later life, Malcolm was able to change the stereotype and break free from the idea of all african 
americans being thieves, that’s how he had to live as a child. A global perspective is that thieves are some of the worst people 
out there, but that’s  

When Malcolm got caught stealing he defended himself “...I was hungry, and i didn’t want to wait for welfare package 
day, or walk along the creek and hope to find a rabbit in the trap we couldn’t even eat ourselves, or go down to the seventh-day 
adventist meeting so mom could pray for our daily bread. I did what I had to. Didn’t see anything wrong with it. Not a thing.” So 
now imagine,  

This is the position that this book puts you in, and gives readers space to realise why some people do, what they do.  
Round4 
Malcolm Little knew that living as a black man meant that there may be no tomorrow, so he learnt to seize the day、and how to 
cherish every moment that he lived. Quote: “When I picture the future, I see myself tomorrow, hanging with the guys down at the 
pool hall. Shorty, wailing on his sax, working hard to save for his dream. Blowing off steam, throwing rhymes in the alley. Never 
thinking too hard, just taking the days as they come.” He was able to forget the misfortunes that were thrown at him everyday, 
and take one moment to value the small things in life, as we all should.  
It’s common for students to be caught up in the future, stress over that presentation we have to give next ~ 
→ forget is the present. Look at where you are, look around you at your friends, this is right now, a moment you only have for a 
second. Malcolm from a young age, never knew when something lifechanging (+or-) was going to happen, neither do we, so it’s 
important to live like him. He was happy just being around his friends, listening to music and relaxing, taking the days as they 
come, as he said. This is something we can all do. So this book, and I would like to call for all of you to act today, and take one 
second of any moment to take in your surroundings, appreciate what you havet, and seize the day.  
 

 
 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13262783-every-day 
Book: Every Day by David Levithan 
Round 1: (one minute)  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13262783-every-day


Everyday, we live our lives worrying about how we look, how we are perceived from the outside. Everyday we worry about our identity, which makes us 
stress and insecure. What if we didn’t need to worry about that and instead live a different life everyday, letting us have the freedom and to experience 
different lifestyles. Which leads me to my book, Every Day. Every Day, written by David Levithan, is the story of a spirit named A, who takes over a 
different 16 year old’s body every day. A at first was living passively, hoping to not mess up that person's life. This changed when A meets a girl named 
Rhiannon and falls in love with her. Now A must sort through his emotions to either to live like before or to pursue Rhiannon.  Every Day shows the value of 
reading as we get to explore people’s lives in different lenses, whether if isn’t the same gender, ethnic group or sexual orientation. This book allows us to 
explore different aspects of life that would be unseen in other books, as each person A takes control is a protagonist in the book. 
 
Round 2: (two minutes) 
A is always hopping around bodies, which means he has to deal with different individuals every day. A might end up in a person like Nathan who is a normal 
high schooler with no faults, or someone like Kelsea, who deals with depression and suicidal thoughts. This shows Understanding collaborators who work 
well with diverse individuals and situations as A must navigate through these situations and adapt to what's going around that person. A is someone who is 
live passively at the beginning, not wanting to have any relationship with anyone. When meeting Rhiannon, A now goes out of his way to be with her. But 
the catch, is that whenever A wakes up in a body, he might be 15 minutes away from her or 2 towns away from her. This then forces A to find a way to meet 
with her. This shows Solution creators who persevere because A needs to different solutions to go meet Rhiannon even if it means skipping school or 
messing up the person’s routine. The previous example also connects with the third huskies - International minded citizens who understand cultural and 
personal differences As A is on its search for Rhiannon, A gets to experience different people’s lives with different cultures and backgrounds. A starts to 
blend in with these new cultures and learns about the different between these cultures, enriching his understanding of different cultures and practices 
 
Round 3 
This books changed my perspective of identity and how people identify themselves. Because A is a spirit without a solid body, it doesn’t have a centralized 
identity tied to a body. This allowed him to have a diverse experience that shapes his spiritual identity. The perception of identity changed in my mind as I 
now view identity as something far separate from your biological body. This book challenges the stereotype/concept of gender as A is shown to be 
genderfluid. The concept of gender fluidity, if anyone didn’t know, is that A changes his gender depending on his mood, in this case, whatever body A is in. 
A breaks the concept of Gender and both embraces the masculinity and femininity. This is different from the traditional concept of gender as only 
masculinity or femininity. A challenges the stereotype of only being one gender and live in the present as time passes, not being strapped by an identity. 
Connecting with the previous point of challenging stereotypes, this illuminates an issue present in current society of accepting someone's true identity, mainly 
in sexual orientation. At various points in the book where Rhiannon meets A in a girl’s body, she feels more uncomfortable then the times A is a guy. This is 
because Rhiannon is struggling with the idea with A being in either a guy or a girls body. Rhiannon can’t pursue a relationship with A because she can’t look 
past A’s biological identity. This connects with current issues of homophobia and discrimination, as people can’t look past someone’s biological identity that 
differentiates from its inner identity. 
 
Round 4: A never really wanted this ability in the beginning, focusing on the negative aspects of life and not wanting to be involved in society. Meeting 
Rhiannon changed that as A now had a purpose to live, to strive for a goal and to live in the day. The theme “Seize the day, embracing the richness of life” 
applies to A as he now finds new aspects of this strange ability to be appealing to him. The concept to pursue different experiences in different bodies, to live 
each day to its fullest is appealing since A has a goal now. Now...I want everyone in the audience to try something new tomorrow, it can be a new diet, a new 
habit, or a new activity you never tried before. Try to implement something new into your life and experiment new things as we only have a limited time in 
our lives. we need to not worry so much about what's going to happen next in our lives. Let time flow and live in the present, as the present will lead you into 
your future.  

 
 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2998.The_Secret_Garden?from_search=true 

HIS Reads Presentation Outline 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2998.The_Secret_Garden?from_search=true


 
Round 1: (one minute)  

 
● This book is about a 10-year-old British girl Mary Lennox, who is very selfish and self-centered, 

live in India with her family.  One day, family members die due to the spreading of disease in 
India she got sent to live with her uncle in England, there she discovers about the secret garden, 
and her cousin, Colin which he is even more contrary than Mary and believe that he is going to 
die. These two contrary kids helping each other to overcome their depression and slowly change 
their behavior while exploring the garden and the reason that has been lock for 10 years 

●  
● Reading can bring us an entertainment, to stop worrying about the reality for a while and just 

travel in the imagination world of the author. 
 

● Also, it can bring readers a new perspective and something that we never realise before and may 
change our viewpoints forever. This book is valuable because  

 
●  This book shows the power and importance of friendship, unselfishness, faith and the idea of self 

respect. 
 
Round 2: (two minutes) 

● Show how your text promotes character development through the lens of the HIS HUSKIES.  
●  
● Everyone has goals in their life, it doesn’t matter how big or small it is,, but to be succeeded, to 

have our goals completed, we need perseverance. 
 
Husky-  Solution creators who persevere (S9) 
 
 

● Mary’s goals are to regrow the secret garden  and to make her cousin, Colin happy and healthy 
again. 

 
●  She represents this husky by putting all of her efforts into finding and regrow the garden. And try 

everything to convince Colin  to take him to the garden  
 

● She spends all of of her time chasing her goals, and finally succeeded at the end.  
●  
● This shows that any goals and even small goals like Mary’s can’t be succeeded without 

perseverance. 
 
 
            Now Look in to yourself, what do you see?  
 
Everyone makes mistakes, but sometimes we don’t  admit them, or we don't even realise our own 
mistakes. This is why self- reflection is important.  
 

● Second husky; Reflection – Solution Creators who self reflect. (S10 
 
 Self reflection is important because it will make us to be more aware of our actions and consequences 
that may happen due to our actions. . Self reflections makes people to be more understand about 
themselves and their emotions.  
 
 



In the beginning of the story, Mary is very  selfish and only cares about herself. But through learning and 
exploring the garden along with Dickon and Colin, Mary begin to realise about her behaviors 
 
 and the thing that make her different is, she admits her own fault and put an effort changes it. And by 
the end of the book, Mary become a nicer person 
 
 
 

●  I quote, “ If you stay in the room, you never see things”  
 
 

● HUSKY 3 and connection to text:  Confidence – Knowledgeable Thinkers who are confident and 
explore new experiences (K14) 

 
 

● Mary is not afraid at all to finding and explore the secret garden as well as other parts of her 
uncle’s house  

● This also help Mary to become less Self - center and healthier. 
● I quote “ there was no room left for the disagreeable thoughts which affected her liver and her 

digestion and made her yellow and tired.”  
 

● You will never see mysterious yet wonderful of the world, new experiences can help we to learn 
who we are, and also can create new perspectives and literally change us like it did to Mary. 

 
 

● (three minutes) 
●  Show how your text changes perspective: 

 
● The secret garden challenges the perspective of thinking that words can not harm or cause much 

impact to people especially gossip or criticizing other people . We must stop these actions and 
realise the consequence that may happen. I really feel sorry for The character Colin, Mary's cousin. 
His dad doesn’t like him because Colin reminds him of his wife which she died long time ago, his 
dad leaves him with the servants and forbid the servants to speak to him, his mom is dead since he 
was born by the way, and that has something to do with the secret garden ( I don’t want to spoil). 
Everyone thinks that Colin is very sick and will die soon 

 
 
 

● Show how your text challenges stereotypes):  
 

● This book tells us to believe in ourselves, but at the same time, it demonstrated that people can 
seriously harm others just by their words. People often say that words can never hurt anyone, you 
just have to not think about them and let them go. Most people don’t really think about the 
consequence when they talk bad about others behind their back and they think that these are 
normal and is not a big deal. They don’t realise that their thoughtless words can cause great impact 
to others. In the book, everyone is saying that Colin is going to die, he is contrary and it will be 
better for him if he died. By hearing that everyday, plus, no one believe or really want to help him, 
his illness get worse when actually it is because that he is thinking too much and because of his 
anxiety that make his health worse. 

 
● Show how your text illuminates issues relevant to the surrounding culture/society 

 



● Even in real life, these appears in many news and happen a lot around the world, especially 
children and teenagers. We often see the news like a teenage girl commit suicide because she 
always get teasing by her friends about her weight or a boy trying to kill himself because his 
friends bullied him at school. People think that this is not a big issue and never really trying to deal 
with this problem. They view people who suffer from this as  people who don’t have mental 
strength. But they don’t view people who make them to cause the action as a problem. To not care 
and try to overcome it is not the right way to fix this problem.  

● We have to ask ourselves that why are we saying something that will hurt other people, or as we 
called “gossip” all the time? Why don’t we stop? Instead of telling people that get hurt by these 
thoughtless action to try to overcome it, shouldn’t we try to stop it to happen in the first place? In 
the story Colin is lucky to have Mary, Martha and Dickon to support and cheer him up and to 
make him starts to believe in himself again. But in real life,that don’t always happen. gossip and 
criticizing  others is one of the factors that makes Millions of people become depressed and has 
mental problem, some even commit the crime or suicide. 

 
 

**5 minute break** 
Round 4:  

● Show how your text connects to the theme: “Seize the day, embracing the richness of life.”:  
●  

Colin does not have courage or any hopes about his illness. Everyone always say that he is going to die 
and talking about hm in a negative way. Colin makes his health even worse by keep thinking about what 
other people say to him and become depressed and hopeless. After he met Mary Lennox, his cousin, he 
decides to follow Mary’s advice and his health gets better. Mary makes him to starts believe in himself. 
Show how your text calls the audience to action in a compelling way: 
 
 
 
Calls the action - to believe in yourself. To be able to “Seize the day”, you must have to respect and 
believe in yourself. Do not let other people have an influence over your action. In the story, Colin is not 
really sick, but people around him keep telling that he is going to die and he is very weak and he should 
really take care of himself. So Colin starts to believe that he’ ll die.  
 
This book implies the idea of self-respect and that we should not let other people have an influence or 
make negative impacts toward us, basically “don’t let other people gets you down”. This does not means 
that people should just do whatever they want and don’t have to care about others, but if their actions will 
not cause any problems or any harm to anyone and themselves, there is nothing wrong about doing it. It is 
our lives so why let others tell us what we can or can’t do. 
 
Also, while you are “seizing the day” do not forget to think about your actions. Sometimes, we hurt other 
people’s feeling without even realising like it happened to Colin in the secret garden. Everyone has their 
on path, think before you do and  do not ruin other people’s day by your thoughtless actions. 
 
 
PERSPECTIVE. 
 
“ I’m so nervous, I can’t do this anymore” This is what I told myself yesterday, I was so nervous about 
HIS reads and kept telling myself that I’ll lost since the first round and I’m gonna pass out on the stage. 
Then, I realize something. I asked myself, Do I want my speech to be great? Yeah? Do I want to be 
nervous on the stange? No. Do I want to pass out on the stage? Of course not! So why I kept telling 
myself that I can’t do it? Why I kept telling myself that I’ll lost and will pass out on the stage? And  then I 
realize the other thing, that I was acting like the character in my book, Colin. He kept telling himself that 



he’s going to die, like me kept telling myself that I can’t do my speech. If I keep thinking like that, I 
would probably gonna pass out since the first round. This book change my perspective about me viewing 
myself and my self esteem by showing the consequence of negative mindset that can greatly impact a 
person’s life.  I quote from Dr. Ivan Joseph, “There’s enough of people that are telling that we can’t do it, 
that we’re not good enough, we know for facts that thoughts influence our actions, so why do we want to 
say that negative self talk to ourselves? Everyone, if you don’t even believe in yourself, no one’s gonna 
believe in you. 
 
This book informs us about the idea of self respect, to stand up to people and believe in yourself. But at 
the same time, it demonstrated that people can seriously harm others with just their words. In the secret 
garden, the character Colin, his father doesn’t like him because Colin reminds him of his wife that died 
long time ago. His dad leaves him with the servants and forbid the servants to speak to him. Then the 
servants start gossiping that Colin is going to die very soon because of his illness and he’ll become a 
hunchback like his father. By hearing this everyday, it makes Colin starts to believe that he is seriously ill 
and will soonly die. And that affects his behavior and his health. People often say that words can never 
harm, like “Stick and stones may break my bones, but words can never harm me” Just don’t think about 
them and let them go. But people still gossip and criticize others all the time. They don’t realise that their 
thoughtless actions can have a great impact on other people. We view people who suffer from this as 
people who don’t have “Mental strength” Why? 
 
Gossip and criticize are one of the factors that makes millions of people become depressed and have 
mental health issue, some eve commit crimes or suicide. WE have to ask ourselves that why are we saying 
something that will hurt other people all the time? Why don’t we stop? Instead of telling people that get 
hurt by these actions to try to overcome them, shouldn’t we stop it from happening in the first place? In 
the Secret garden, Colin is lucky to have Mary and friends to cheer him up and makes him starts to believe 
in himself again, But in real life, that doesn’t always happen. So, I’m asking all of you, should we stop it 
now? 
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1845.Into_the_Wild 

 
  
Round 1 (1:04)(1:03)(1:05)(1:01) (1:03)(1:02) (58.56) (1.01) (1.01) (59.32) (58.32) ) (54.) (100.36) (59) 

  

1. In 1992 A 20 year old man with a bright future was found dead in the Alaskan wilderness. What was the cause of 

his death? Was it a bear? No. Was it the cold? No. His death was the result of his choice to abandon a privileged 

life in order to experience (life) with a carpe diem spin to it. He had and chose his own perspective on life, instead 

of living the stereotypical life like us such as going to college, getting a job, and opening a bank account. Books 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1845.Into_the_Wild


have the capability to open up whole new schools of thoughts, and can introduce us to a very new way of 

seeing things. For example your perception of a text in a novel. The cool thing is, no one else in the world 

imagines what you imagine. Reading is like a sandbox. You have your own sandbox, and no two sandboxes are 

ever alike. You can create things and you can destroy things and you can appply things. Books are hidden 

treasures. This man chose to live life how he wanted. He found a spark to his fire. What is your spark? find it 

through this novel and be enlightened! 

 
Round 2 (2:17)(2:24)(1:52)(1:55) (1:48) 
Why did The man, Chris McCandless find it necessary to leave his secure life behind in exchange for an 

unpredictable and potentially dangerous one, AFTER WHICH HE EVENUALLY DIED? 

  

Well this can be explained through the many letters and journals that Chris McCandless left behind. And also through the 

many traits of the HUSKIES that he exhibits in these journal entries. For example one of them is shown throughout the 

book. Which is that He is self-motivated and self-directed. For example, when he came into a Fork in the Highway. 

Without looking at a map, he made the self directed decision to go south because he had always been intrested 

in seeing the gulf of mexico. He accepted all the consequences that might come of this decision because he had 

made a self directed and motivated decision. 

  

The second connection to the HUSKIES is that he is confident and explores new experiences. He puts his confidence in 

every single decision that he makes. For example, I quote, after he ditches his car “He noticed a secondhand aluminum 

canoe for sale and on an impulse decided to buy it and paddle it down the Colorado river to the gulf of California, nearly 

four hundred miles to the south, across the border of Mexico.” He is so confident in himself that he trusts an aluminum 

canoe to carry him 400  miles. Thats saying something, and keep in mind, this is a TRUE story. 

  

The Third and final husky is that he shows curiosity and interest in his world. Through his seize the day mentality, he chose 

to immerse himself in the world that he so dearly loved.  He buys a book on plants so that he can survive completely off the 

wild, by foraging  plants and hunting animals. He is fascinated by nature, and so he chooses to throw himself into it and he 

allows it to direct his life. And he records in his journal everything that he encounters with ethusiasm. These are examples of 

the HUSKIES that mccandless lived in his life. I would say he was a TRUE HUSKY 

  
Round 3 (2:42) (2.52) (2.53) 

 There is a Sterotype that if you die doing something, you did something wrong. For example when McCandless died 

in the wilderness people said he was stupid and that he should never have gone into the wild. Yet they do not see the (other 

side) of what he did. He was following his dreams. Sure he was underprepared and definitely not prepared to survive in the 



Alaskan Tundra, but he was not stupid, for pursuing his dream. He did something that we (do not) normally do. He chose to 

get up out of his warm house and pursue his dream to strike it out on his own, outside of the constrictive cliché ideal life that 

he was “supposed” to live. This made me realize that there was a stereotype that we put on people who are different from the 

mold of society. 

· In order to draw a parallel between McCandless’s lifestyle and a more relatable one, let us change perspective for 

once, and look at for example, homeless people. Due to the stereotype that People who don’t conform to society are not 

respectable, we might view homeless people as lesser than us, or that they must have done something wrong, in order to not 

deserve a job, a home or even a family. However, that is wrong. Let us see them in a new light. There is a Homeless man in 

Southern Florida by the name of Donald Gould. He is world famous for being a pianist. He is happy with his life, because he 

is doing what he loves doing the most, playing the piano. Who are we to judge him for pursuing his dream, even though he 

is homeless? From his perspective, he is living the dream. I find that quite respectable. 

  

This leads me to my second point. People who do not go to college, or have dropped out of it. When someone drops out of 

school or says they didn’t go to college, they get judged. People wonder what they did wrong or label them as dropouts and 

view them as lesser. That was the case for Steve Jobs or Bill Gates. They dropped out of school. At the time people judged 

them, and labeled them as failures. However, look at their life accomplishments! They are an example of people going 

against the typical mold of society. Now There is a person who didn’t even go to college. Lebron James. He didn’t go to 

college. Look where he is now! All in all, we can safely say that not all those who wander, are lost. 

 This leads us to the issues that were brought to light by this wonderful book. Through this book, we see the 

difference between people who get out in the world, like McCandless and people  who stay inside and do nothing except 

comment on other people, such as the critics, including me who called McCandless stupid. This is a problem that exists in 

our society. We need to get up and move and make an effort on our part before critisizing people who do. 

 Billions live, but few act. Lets take a look at ourselves. Are we acting? 

  
Round 4 (1:47)(1:50)(1:49)(1:30)(needs smoothing) 

Get out of your comfort zone! Nothing is more damaging to the adventurous spirit than a secure future. In a letter that 

McCandless wrote to a friend, he says that many people are unhappy but yet they do not take the initiative to change 

because they have been conditioned to a life of security, conformity and conservatism, because it gives them  “peace of 

mind.” This security is what we need to lose. If YOU want to get more out of life, you must lose your inclination for 

security. He saw this security as a problem in society. And that is why he left it. It is a Seize the day mentality, a life outside 

of the normal. That is where life happens. 

  



Who are we to judge anyone for pursuing their dreams? I implore you to check yourself when you find yourselfs judging a 

person for doing something a different way, be it an assignment, a dance or even a speech. Dont Judge. Sometimes being 

different is a good thing. 

  

Billions live but few act, and those who act are the ones that are written in the pages of history. Einstein, Beyonce, George 

Washington. Now how about you? Are any of us HUSKIES going to be written in the Books of history? Lets start right 

now. Face your fears and live your dreams, because the people who are crazy enough to think they can change the world, are 

the ones who do. Let us approach our dreams with eyes full of zeal, and sieze the day before our final curtain call. I leave u 

in this round with this, as McCandless said in his ever so precious journal, “make each day a new horizon.” Thank You. 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33986447-insignificant-events-in-the-life-of-a-cactus 
 
 Round 1: 
How many things do you do with your arms daily? A LOT.  The protagonist in my book, ‘Insignificant 
Events In The Life Of A Cactus was born without  arms. Aven lived with this all her life and people are used 
to her being like that. However, when she has to move schools everything changes. She knows she is going 
to have to faced the same old questions about her arms again. When she arrives, people think she is 
disgusting and kids think shes a freak. Slowly she makes friends and learns to help other people who are also 
left out like her. This book teaches a very important lesson about not judging other people just because they 
look different and of the important values friendship should have.  
Reading is important. Helps mind grow.teaches-world-people-behaviour. It 
enhances-mind-imagination-each book.therefore-reading-THIS book-benefits. 
 
 
Round 2: 
The book’s characters demonstrate many Huskies. The protagonist, Aven, shows that she is a  ‘Honest 
Learner and Leader who sets high standards’ clearly many times. Even though she has the disadvantage of 
having no arms, she courageously tries new things. She sets herself a high standard and decides to enter the 
soccer team tryouts. Surprisingly she has great football skills. Although the other players had low 
expectations of what she could do, she impressed them with what she was capable of.  
  Aven’s best friend, Connor demonstrates that he is a ‘Knowledgeable Thinker Who Is Confident And 
Explores New Experiences.’  He summons up his confidence and goes to the store, BY HIMSELF to buy 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33986447-insignificant-events-in-the-life-of-a-cactus


something for his friend. He’s never had the courage to go alone before, because of people’s reactions to his 
syndrome. Sadly, however, at the store, AN ADULT, took a video of him, making fun of his strange 
movements. Connor overcomes this by bravely sticking to his courage and finished buying the present for 
his friend.  
   All three friends, Aven , Connor & Zen, are internationally minded citizens who display courtesy and 
respect for themselves and others. When playing around during lunch time, They often share food & feed 
each other with  laughter & fun. Obviously Aven usually feeds herself using her feet, but she allows her 
friends to put the food in her mouth for fun. In return they happily accept the food given to them from Aven, 
using her feet. I thought this was a lovely example of how respect is shown in friendship.  
 
Round 3:  
Who ever uploads a selfie that is ugly? We live in a world were a beautiful image is everything. There are 
hundreds of filters which get rid of wrinkles and pimples. How many followers you have and likes you get 
really matter. They actually matter to us much more than they should do. We are judging people constantly 
online. We like the picture and accept the picture. We put makeup on everyday. Wear fashionable clothes. If 
you are different from the accepted stereotype, people judge you and they don't like you. No only do they 
dislike you but often they choose to make fun of you and leave you out. Can you imagine what it must be 
like to be so different from everyone else that you stand out everywhere?  
     This book changed my perspective and made me think what beauty really is, and how often I judge 
people myself. It also made me see how hard it is for people with a physical disability to overcome their 
fears and face up to the people who don't accept them.  
    This book also changed my perspective and showed me how small my challenges and fears are. When 
Aven moves schools she has to face the idea that there is going to be a WHOLE new school of people, who 
haven't met her yet. On the first day, she has a fear of eating in front of people. As she has no arms, she eats 
with her feet. People stare at her constantly. She cant face it and spends her lunch time in the bathroom, 
eating there all by herself. After a while, she cant stand eating in the bathroom alone anymore and decides to 
go and eat with everyone else,  ignoring the children’s stares.  
    This book challenges the stereotype that if you have a disability or look physically different on the 
outside, then you don't have any worth or value. This is what people might think and it challenges that 
thought. It encourages you to look beyond the physical person.  
      This is highlighted in the book when Aven sees a boy sitting alone eating his lunch. He is overweight and 
no one likes him for how he looks. She goes and sits with him and he opens up to her all the feelings and 
thoughts he's had been longing to share with someone. She discovers how perfectly normal he is on the 
inside. They become REALLY good friends.  

The characters of Connor illuminates the issue of loneliness for children with disabilities. At a young 
age, Connor’s dad leaves the family because of his embarrassment about HIS OWN SON’S disability. In 
addition to this, Connor’s mother is forced to work to provide for the family. She works night shifts and 
therefore is never at home to be with Connor. He often has to eat by himself and is afraid to go out in public. 
NOT ONLY, does he have no friends at school, but he also has no family at home to support and encourage 
him. He is EXTREMELY isolated and vulnerable.  
 



 
 
 
Round 4: 
Aven has many difficulties as we all do in life. She faces challenges everyday such as getting dressed, eating 
, playing sports … and so on. Her life is quite difficult and yet she manages to do them because she is 
motivated to show people  that she is independent and not useless. Like her example, we must take up every 
opportunity we have, seize the day and make the most of it. 
 
      Aven is also a very brave girl. She makes a new friend, Connor. He has tourettes syndrome, a common 
disorder characterized by multiple tics, repeated movements. A lot of people leave him out as well. One day, 
he is made fun of by a group of kids. Aven sees this happening to him repeatedly. She is faced with the 
choice of either standing up to them or turning a blind eye. Aven acts like a true friend and she defends him 
for something he can't change by rebuking his bullies. Therefore, if we see a friend, or ANYONE, being 
bullied by someone, we must stand up and challenge them to see the other person's value.  
 

 
 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/2385564158 
Round 1 
I’m pretty sure most people, including me, forget the books we read. We forgot the content, the details, even the 
names of the characters. So what’s the point of reading books if we constantly forget what we read? 
Everything we have been exposed to in life has affected us in some ways. We are the sum of all our experiences. 
We don’t remember each meal we eat every day, but that’s what made us stronger. Just like books.The inner 
thoughts of the books shift how we perceive things. And The Glass Castle is one of this kind of books.  
Being in a unique family, Jeanette grew up from a child to an adult seeing how things really are in reality. While trying 
to clear her own confusions, she came to the realization in the end that there is no such a thing called good or bad 
experience, every experience she had is a chance for her to grow and learn. And that’s exactly why we should 
cherish every single second of our life.  
 
Round 2 
In this diverse HIS community, we are all here to learn, to communicate and to understand each other.The basis of 
understanding is to understand the difference between us and embrace them. And this idea has also been 
introduced early in this book. The main character’s mom is an artist, and when the family lived in the desert, she kept 

https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/2385564158


returning to paint one tree which is small and twisted. Her daughter, Jeanette suggested that she could protect the 
tree, so it can grow nice and straight and tall. However,  “Mom disagreed. “You’d be destroying what makes it 
special,” she said. “It’s the tree’s struggle that gives out the beauty.” For Jeanette, change and uncertainty 
should be fought rather than embraced. But for mom, she has always embraced change, and instability. She 
searches for new and unusual instances of beauty. Just like one of the HUSKIES stated, knowledgeable thinkers 
who demonstrate purposeful creativity. It’s the imperfection makes the tree perfect.  
 
What would you do if you are afraid of water and never learnt swimming? The book shows us a scenario where 
Jeanette’s father gave us the answer. In chapter 4, he brought the kids to a river. Jeanette who never learned 
swimming was cautiously walking towards her dad while he suddenly grabbed her and pushed her into the river 
again and again. Although that might not be the best way to teach kids how to swim, he did teach me a lesson. Dad 
kept telling me that one lesson every parent needs to teach a child is “If you don’t want to sink, you better 
figure out how to swim” (Walls 66) He is encouraging Jeanette to become self-sufficient, to learn to rely on herself 
for whatever might come her way. As the HUSKIES stated, Honest Learners and Leaders who set high standards. 
By putting yourself into the most frightening and difficult challenges, he claims, you will be forced to learn how to act 
and how to navigate in any situation.  
 
Round 3 
There was one time, my friend was complaining that he can’t find a real good friend because everybody else has 
some mentalities that he disagrees with. He asked me how to be friends with someone while ignoring the bad quality 
that he doesn’t like. And I told him that what he is looking for is a perfect soulmate, not a friend. Surprisingly, this 
book has some ideas can answer my friend’s question.  
 
Jeanette lives in a dysfunctional family where her dad is brilliant when he’s sober and he gets destructive when he’s 
drunk. If you know a person like that, would you be friends with him? The book answered it for us “You should 
never hate anyone, even your worst enemies. Everyone has something good about them. You have to find 
the redeeming quality and love the person for that” (Walls 144).  Every coin has two sides and nothing is 
absolute. And if you think about it, it applies to everything. When you are complaining about the amount of homework 
you have, somewhere in this world people may not even get proper education; When you are whining about things 
aren’t going well these days, maybe it’s a chance to learn how to be strong and how to act in any situation. Just like 
the parents in this book. Some of their actions are totally insane, but some ideas are interesting and new. The book 
changed my perspective of perceiving things, people and the world.  
 
What would you think if your parents choose to be homeless? The definition of homelessness is when people can 
not afford a place to live in or their current house is unstable or unsafe. That was also my definition for homelessness 
until I read this book. Jeanette’s parents chose to be homeless even when their children bought them a house and 
gave them money monthly.  
“You can’t just live like that”, I said. 
“Why not?” Mom said.”Being homeless is an adventure” (Walls 255) 
This really challenged the stereotypes I had towards homeless people. Jeanette’s parents think being homeless and 
poor is one of the life experience they need to go through. Many people had never thought about this, so did I. And 
so did the college professor of Jeanette’s. 
“Are you saying homeless people want to live on the street and they don’t want warm beds and roof?”  
Professor Wells was pissed. “What do you know about the lives of the underprivileged?” “What do you 
know about the hardships that the underclass faces?” 
The professor clearly didn’t know the personal experience Jeanette had. We are all Professor Wells sometimes  who 
always tend to understand other people’s problems and stick with the stereotypes we always have. And this is also 
the issue we have. This book challenges stereotypes in many different areas and shows that the world is not the 
world we always think it is and there are so much more things we need to learn and to understand.  



 
Round 4 
 
In the previous rounds, I mentioned how we should embrace the imperfections in our life and nothing in our life is 
absolute good or bad. We can always learn and grow from different things and people around us. This year’s theme 
is seize the day. “I had always wanted a watch. Unlike diamonds, watches were practical. They were for people on 
the run, people with appointments to keep and schedules to meet. That was the kind of person I wanted to be” (Walls 
216) Appreciate any second and any day of your life since they are all valuable. Seize the day, and be the master of 
the time.  
 

 
 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28954189-scythe 
Scripted  Promote the value of reading in general with a specific book defense. 
 
Round 1                                                                                                FINALIZED 
 

- To be honest, I never enjoyed living in this reality, I have to face all sort of problems.That is one of the reason 
why I started to enjoy reading, it’s like anesthesia during a surgery, or painkiller when your in agony. It’s my 
backdoor to escape Earth. And books makes you more mature, to face problems in the author’s writing, or 
even look through an adult’s perspective. Book grow us in general, and I believe anyone here who set high 
standards want to improve themselves. 

- How can we set high standard when the world is perfect, well, that is the world the character in my book is set 
in.In my book, the world most difficult problems, even death itself have been controlled. Which meant that not 
one person was more important that any other, everyone was equally useless.” (Shusterman 11)  This book 
talked about two adolescence teen of the opposite gender, Citra and Rowan experiencing great sorrow of a 
ideal civilization.  

- Scythe is worth reading no matter the age or background. Reason? Because even though we are living, our 
end will still come inevitably, but how we acknowledge it and perform varies person to person. 

 
 
Round 2 

- World is not so wonderful, but how we perceive it can differ. 
- Book have good and bad people--- that is what I have always thought. But that is not how this book is 

written.This perfect society emurge with Scythes. “The completion, the portal to the mysteries beyond life. 
(Shusterman 258) The Scythes glean human lives to prevent population growth since death is impractical. 
But is that consider evil or bad? Rowan and Citra turns from a simple innocent teenagers to killers who holds 
the weight of human society. And learn to perform the act of killing with grace and glory,without it, wouldn’t 
they be called monsters? 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28954189-scythe


- Through this book, I learned how to manage our lives with integrity, to persevere and to self reflect. Which 
you can do too. 

- To manage life with integrity. Rowan and Citra are both Scythes, purposed to kill and bring death to innocent 
people. Even though doing this sorrowful work, they kept their humanity and integrity, their motive to improve 
the world through death, doing the dirty work for a better place. “There’s a right way to glean?” “Well,” he 
answered, “ there are certainly wrong ways.” and said nothing more about it. (Shusterman 10) Even doing all 
those awful things in their lives, they still remain themselves, how resilient they are! We can all find good in 
bad, can’t we? 
To persevere, to stay calm during the toughest moment in life, requires a decent amount of courage and 
strength. Everyday, Citra and Rowan were forced to kill people, to witness the sadness and painfulness of the 
victim’s family. But they continued, to bear the suffering. For their final test, they are required to kill the person 
they most loved, Citra beloved brother, Ben. “Before he could finish, she pulled him close and thrust the 
blade just as she had seen Scythe Curie do it. She wanted to wail in agony, but wouldn’t let herself.” 
(Shusterman 412) To persevere in the hardest trials, is indeed challenging. But if the author can overcome 
the problem, why can’t we? 

- Self reflection is a great value in life, sometimes we have to take a step back and look at our surrounding, 
and that is exactly what the character did throughout the book, why they self reflect is to clarify their motive as 
killers in the world, as I said before, to maintain their integrity. “We are instructed to write down not just our 
deeds but our feelings, because it must be known that we do have feeling. Remorse.Regret.Sorrow too great 
to bear. Because if we didn't feel those things, what monster would we be?” (Shusterman 3) I guess we all 
have to maintain ourselves no matter the situation. 

 
 
Round 3 

- Book expand your thinking through imagination, it takes us to a different world, and it can be a very important 
asset in life. That's why I personally think books are better than movies because the imagination is limited in 
movies, but a book is infinite. For every book, a message is hidden under every single book, the author true 
intention, their true motive, the things that he or she truly wanted to really say. And that is one of the best 
thing about read, to unravel the truth behind texts printed on paper. For a example, everyone knows the 
famous cinderella right? But in reality, Through the story, we learned the importance of the virtue 
perseverance, the beauty in humbleness. And that is ...what truly beautiful about that story. And many books 
relates to our world, the problems the society is facing. 

 
- Humanity is slowly collapsing, its seems like we are living in a paradise, where transportation and 

communication is easy to access.Where the world also provides basic incomes, its seems like no matter we 
do, we can still live, we can still eat. We’re won’t think about the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the 
education we get, we feel like it will always and  must be provided. But this book will changes the image of a 
perfect world. 

 
- In my book, people were all provided with jobs and food and basic living standard. This left people without 

gratitude, without the slightest thought of gratefulness. But as scythes emerges, people started to greatly 
appreciate their existence. Isn’t that the same as us? Shouldn’t we all be grateful for everything that was 
provided for us? The food served in the cafeteria, the facility the school given, shouldn’t we all be grateful?  

 
- Another stereotype that was pretty correct and popular, is the separation of good and bad, for example, the 

galactic empire and the jedi. Superman, The Avengers and so on. But if we don’t have bad, how do we 
understand good? If we never draw a line between evil and justice, who can understand what’s truly justified? 
Without the opposing conflict, there won’t be anything, because this world itself is built on conflict. Through 
bad, we can understand good, through cruelty, we can understand mercy.  



 
- Through negative impact and effects, we will learn not to do the same again, and that is change. To learn 

through failure and making corrections, that is how humanity should be improving, life is like a road we will be 
walking, that road won’t always be straight, and occasionally we will trip, but the important thing is… will you 
stand up? 

 
 
Round 4 
 

- A book describes the story of a character’s life, the joy, the pleasure, the loss, the pain. As we read along, we 
empathize with the character, feel their emotion, their affection. Almost like we’re living through the 
protagonist eyes. And thats… is how books inspired and changed me. One of the thing that changed me is 
the extraordinary theme of my book... 

 
- “Thou shalt kill”  

 
- The main idea of the book is death itself. Nothing happens in this book except constant killing, dying and 

love. But from that, I learned the importance of living, I learned to value my life, my belonging, my family. It 
make me realize that I possess nothing but me myself and I only. 

 
- “What are we? What the hell are we? It can’t be what we’re supposed to be.” (Shusterman 386) 

 
- Rowan and Citra started as normal high schoolers wasting their precious time, their futile, impotent actions 

and results repeating daily. Then they went on a journey to pursue their purpose, even as a unending scythe, 
a profession of ending lives. But during this process, they awakened from their unprogressive self, from 
ordinary high schoolers to mature strong-willed adults. 

 
- Change happens when we find conflict within yourself or with others. Then we will be able to contribute to this 

society. With the change of the mind and heart, we might be even able to impact this society on a global 
scale. and perhaps one day, we can finally create a ideal civilization that humanity desires.  

 
FINALLY I'M DONE WITH THIS EXHAUSTING WORK 
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22328546-red-queen?from_search=true 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23174274-glass-sword?from_search=true 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30226723-king-s-cage?from_search=true 
 

The Red Queen 
L.A HIS Reads Script Planning 
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Round 1  
Each participant has one minute to introduce his/her chosen text, showing how it promotes the value of 
reading. Support your defense with textual evidence and a clear rationale! Don’t forget to be persuasive! 
 
*R1* attempt one: 53.5 secs.  
*R1* attempt two: 58 secs. 
*R1* attempt three: 50 secs. 
 

● Why is reading valuable? That’s probably a commonly- asked question. ← improves writing speaking 

thinking← opens doors to different worlds in novels! 

● Pluge readers into new and imaginative places← red queen trilogy did for me 

● If you read, you too can find yourself in a different realm 

● Takes place in a world divided by color of blood → reds commoners ruled by Silvers 

● Protagonist Mare Barrow, a Red girl works for royals → Surrounded by people she hates  

● Despite Red color Discover that has a deadly power → one that tip the balance of power 

● Quote: “I see a world on the edge of a blade. Without balance, it will fall. 

● Entered dangerous dance → Reds, Silvers, prince, prince, own heart 

Why is reading valuable? That’s probably a commonly- asked question. Not only can reading improve your writing 

speaking and thinking, reading opens doors to different worlds in novels! Books can plunge readers into new and 

imaginative places like the Red Queen trilogy did for me. If you read these books, you too can find yourself in a 

different realm. The Red Queen takes place in a world divided by the colour of blood where Silver falls superior to 

Red. The protagonist, Mare Barrow, a Red girl, finds herself working for the Royal Silver family. Surrounded by the 

people she hates the most, Mare discovers that she carries a deadly power of her own, one that threatens to tip the 

balance of power. Quote; “I see a world on the edge of a blade. Without balance, it will fall.” She has now entered a 

dangerous dance, Reds against Silvers prince against prince and Mare against her own heart. 

 
 
Round 2 
 Each participant has two minutes to show how his/her chosen text promotes character development 
through the lens of the HIS HUSKIES. Make sure to pick three or more HUSKIES and support your argument 
with textual evidence and a clear rationale. Have you convinced your audience? 
 
*R2*attempt one = 1 min. 40 secs.  
*R2*attempt two: >same<   
*R2*attempt three: 1 min. 51 secs. 
*R2* attempt four: 1 min. 38 secs. 
*R2* attempt five: 1 min. 44 secs. 
*R2* attempt six: 1 min. 45 secs. 
*R2* attempt seven: 1 min. 45 secs. 



 
● “Ring the bells that still can ring, forget your perfect offering, there is a crack, a crack in everything, that’s how 

the light gets in.”--> can’t help but agree with Leonard Cohen. 
● Learn best from mistakes and flaws that we and other have or make 
● Throughout the journey characters take in books, kilorn, mare← persevering understanding differences, 

respecting others 
● Mare + Scarlet Guard on a mission to save Newbloods  
● Wanted woman in Norta, walking thin line between life + death ← never gives up 
● “I have lived that life already, in the mud, in the shadows, in a cell, in a silk dress. I will never submit again. I 

will never stop fighting.”  ← grit go on no matter what 
● “Thinking all Silvers are evil is just as wrong as thinking all Reds are inferior.”  
● Kilorn is Mare’s bestie→ wants nothing to do with silvers (esp. Cal) 
● See only a monster→ Name calling, blamed for all deaths of innocent Reds 
● Refused to be in same room→ put their differences aside→ showed character development in understanding 

of cultural + personal diff. Displayed courtesy + respect for himself and others. 
 
“Ring the bells that still can ring, forget your perfect offering, there is a crack, a crack in everything, that’s how the 
light gets in.” I can’t help but agree with Leonard Cohen. We learn best from the flaws and the mistakes that we or 
others have and make. That’s why I developed by reading this book. And so can you. Mare Barrow, who was a 
ordinary girl that made a living by pickpocketing, had soon became a flawed hero. We can learn alot from a flawed 
hero. 
 
Throughout the journey that Mare and Mare’s best friend Kilorn take in the series they developed through the lens of 
the HUSKIES by persevering, understanding differences and respecting others. 
 
Mare goes on an important mission to save the people like her, the “Newbloods.” Mare and a rebel group, the Scarlet 
Guard fly from city to city to find the Newbloods and save them before the Silver King can. Despite being the most 
wanted woman in Norta, and walking a thin line between life and death, Mare never gives up on saving them. Quote: 
“I have lived that life already, in the mud, in the shadows, in a cell, in a silk dress. I will never submit again. I will 
never stop fighting.” This shows her grit, her willingness to go on and on, no matter what.  
 
Quote: “Thinking all Silvers are evil is just as wrong as thinking all Reds are inferior.” Kilorn is Mare’s best friend and 
wants absolutely nothing to do with Silvers. Especially that Silver prince, Cal. All Kilorn could see was a monster. He 
had called him names, and blamed him for the millions of deaths of Reds. The two soon refused to be in the same 
room with each other. But Kilorn had developed and put their differences aside. He became friends with the Silver 
prince. Kilorn showed character development in the understanding of cultural and personal differences and displayed 
courtesy and respect for himself and others. 
 
Round 3 
Each participant has three minutes to show how his/her chosen text changes perspective, challenges 
stereotype(s), and illuminates issues, all of which are relevant to the surrounding culture/society. Be sure to 
make use of ethos, pathos, and logos, along with textual evidence. 

1. Changing perspective 
2. Challenging stereotypes 



3. Illuminating important world issues 
 
*R3* attempt one: 3 mins. 9 secs. 
*R3* attempt two: 2 mins. 28 secs. 
*R3* attempt three: 2 mins. 57 secs. 
*R3* attempt four (presenting in front of mummy): 2 mins. 51. Secs. 
*R3* attempt five: 2 mins. 57 secs. 
STATS | Illiteracy Statistics and Demographics - Statistic Brain 

● Education, something we have and 264 children don’t have.←Reds don’t have education→“I let them pass it 
over, examining the paper. Neither can read, so they glean whatever they can from the paper itself 

● Adults can’t read in Mare’s, 775 mill. Adults can’t in our’s 
● How it changes perspective-->hearing about how millions of adults and children… 

 
● Chinese kids are good at math. Blondes are dumb girls are bad at sports. Called stereotyping peeps by 

identity<--common stereotype peeps face, this book challenges 
● Silvers=jerks care nothing but reputations<--Kilorn thinks, who loathes Silvers 
● Does it go for all Silvers? Fair to be labeled somefin ur not?=absolutely not! 
● How would you feel if your were_____? You would feel terrible… 
● don’t’ judge book by cover, maybe the world could be a better place 

 
● How big of an issue is racism? Big enough for 58% of Americans to think so. 
● “You are no match for us. We are your betters. We are gods.” what happened when they kept believing? 

Result: civil war, worse than one Mare was gonna be in  

● Look in our history, same right? Affect: Wars. bombings, lives lost bc 1 thought that 1 race superior to other 

● According National Geographic:“Racism, arrogance, and incompetence led to the bombing of Pearl Harbour.” 

● newspapers in 1941 “the Japanese were supposedly physiologically incapable of being good aviators 
because they lacked a sense of balance and their eyes were not right.” 

● Affect: 2000 lives lost-->back to the present and still a big problem, enough to start war in America 

● With our technology right now, it’s unpredictable on what we’re going to face next, whether it’s a massacre or 
nuclear bombs, the future doesn’t look pretty. 

 Education — something we have and 264 million children don’t have. Education is essential in our world as it is in 
Mare’s world. In Norta, the majority of the Reds don’t even have an education, as said in this quote, “I let them pass 
it over, examining the paper. Neither can read, so they glean whatever they can from the paper itself.” Adults can’t 
even read In Mare’s world and 775 million adults can’t in ours but we can. Education is fundamental in today’s 
world. It increases the chances of successfully making a living. Hearing about how millions of adults and children 
don’t have access to education changes our perspective by making us feel fortunate that we have the opportunity. ← 
= less than a min (porb. 40 or 35 secs.) 
 
Chinese kids are good at math. Blondes are dumb. Girls are bad at sports. This is called stereotyping people by their 
identity and these books challenge them. 

Silvers are jerks who care about nothing but their reputations. That is what Kilorn Warren, a Red boy who loathes 
Silvers, thinks. Is it true? Hardly. Without even meeting one in person, Kilorn automatically labelled all the Silvers 

https://www.statisticbrain.com/number-of-american-adults-who-cant-read/


something they weren’t. Although the Silver he met Cal, overcame the stereotype by negotiating with him, is it fair to 
be labelled something your not?  

Absolutely not! How would you feel if you were Chinese, and people asked why you aren’t good at math even 
though you were Chinese? How would you feel if your blonde and teased that you are stupid because all blondes are 
dumb? How would you feel if you were a girl and you wanted to play soccer with the boys but weren’t invited 
because girls are bad at sports? You would feel terrible. And so do the people who are actually going through this. 
Don’t judge a book by its cover, and maybe the world could be a better place. ← prob. 1 min and 10 secs. 

How big of an issue is racism? Well, big enough for 58 percent of Americans to think that. Racism is a common 
problem in the world and these books illuminates the issue. 

Quote: “You are no match for us. We are your betters. We are gods.” What happened to Norta and the Lakelands 
kept believing that? It resulted in a civil war, one worse than the war Mare was going to be conscripted into. Look into 
our world’s history, it’s the same, isn’t it? Wars started, bombings happened, lives were lost because of one single 
thought that one race is superior to the other. According to National Geographic, “Racism, arrogance, and 
incompetence led to the bombing of Pearl Harbour.” On the American newspapers in 1941 “the Japanese were 
supposedly physiologically incapable of being good aviators because they lacked a sense of balance and their eyes 
were not right.” Because of that, 2000 lives were lost. Fast forward to the present and it’s still a big issue, one big 
enough to start a war in America. With our technology right now, it’s unpredictable on what we’re going to face next, 
whether it’s a massacre or nuclear bombs, the future doesn’t look pretty. → prob. 1 mins. and 6 or 7 secs. 

Round 4:  
Each participant has one minute to connect their text to the current year’s theme, calling their audience 
to action in a compelling way. 
 
Time, something we all take advantage of. Like us with our phones, Mare would rather be outside than spend time 
with her family. Only something changes, Mare is captured and trapped in the Silver castle, and she recognizes a 
richness in life, family. After six long months, the Barrows were finally reunited again. Quote: “They’re shouting 
something while mom whispers in my ear. I hear none of it. Happiness and joy overwhelm every sense.”  Mare learns 
a valuable lesson, to enjoy and savor the time spent with her family, no matter how small. Mare realized about the 
importance of time a little too late, but is it too late for us? No! Don’t use instagram or snapchat as an excuse, “don’t 
say ‘there’s still time,’ or ‘maybe next time’, because there’s always the concept of ‘it’s too late.’” So you can start 
now. Spend time with your family, not with your phone. Time is precious, so why not spend it with the people 
you love? 
 
*R4* attempt one: 53 secs. 
*R4* attempt two: 1 min. 
*R4* attempt three: 58 secs. 
*R4* attempt four: 59 secs. 
*R4* attempt five: 58 or 59 secs.  
*R4* attempt six: 57 secs. 
*R4* attempt seven: 52 or 53 secs. 
*R4* attempt eight: 57 secs. 
 

● Time, something we all take advantage of  
● After long 6 months the Barrows were finally reunited again 
●  “They’re shouting something while mom whispers in my ear. I hear none of it. Happiness and joy overwhelm 

every sense.”--> 



● Even though mare learnt about the importance of time a little too late is it too late for us? 
● No! Don’t use instagram or snapchat as excuse, 
● “don’t say ‘there’s still time,’ or ‘maybe next time’, because there’s always the concept of ‘it’s too late.” 
● So you can start now Spend time with your family, not with your phone. Time is precious, so why not 

spend it with the people you love? 
 
 
QUOTES 
https://www.channel4.com/news/factcheck/how-many-americans-dont-believe-racism-is-a-problem-in-the-us-four-graphs-t
hat-explore-race-in-america ← Racism 58 percent link 

 
 
”Make no mistake, my girl. You are playing the game as someone’s pawn.” 
 
“I have lived that life already, in the mud, in the shadows, in a cell, in a silk dress. I will never submit again. I will 
never stop fighting.” 
 
“You are no match for us. We are your betters. We are gods.” 
 
“I see a world on the edge of a blade. Without balance, it will fall.” 
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/25037051-red-queen 
  
 
You’re still breathing. Life is a gift. Wake up everyday and notice that. 
https://www.google.co.jp/search?q=quotes+about+how+our+flaws+are+gifts&safe=active&rlz=1C1CHBF_enJP770J
P770&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjZkp7egv_aAhXCnZQKHS-xCFEQ_AUICigB&biw=1280&bih=5
89#imgrc=RNYgnSf6oDzijM: 
 
“They’re shouting something while mom whispers in my ear. I hear none of it. Happiness and joy overwhelm every sense.”  (location 5484) 
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11607446-the-wishing-spell?from_search=true  

Round 1 
“Fairy tales are life lessons disguised with colorful characters and situations.”- pg. 22 Mrs. Peters 
 

https://www.channel4.com/news/factcheck/how-many-americans-dont-believe-racism-is-a-problem-in-the-us-four-graphs-that-explore-race-in-america
https://www.channel4.com/news/factcheck/how-many-americans-dont-believe-racism-is-a-problem-in-the-us-four-graphs-that-explore-race-in-america
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/25037051-red-queen
https://www.google.co.jp/search?q=quotes+about+how+our+flaws+are+gifts&safe=active&rlz=1C1CHBF_enJP770JP770&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjZkp7egv_aAhXCnZQKHS-xCFEQ_AUICigB&biw=1280&bih=589#imgrc=RNYgnSf6oDzijM
https://www.google.co.jp/search?q=quotes+about+how+our+flaws+are+gifts&safe=active&rlz=1C1CHBF_enJP770JP770&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjZkp7egv_aAhXCnZQKHS-xCFEQ_AUICigB&biw=1280&bih=589#imgrc=RNYgnSf6oDzijM
https://www.google.co.jp/search?q=quotes+about+how+our+flaws+are+gifts&safe=active&rlz=1C1CHBF_enJP770JP770&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjZkp7egv_aAhXCnZQKHS-xCFEQ_AUICigB&biw=1280&bih=589#imgrc=RNYgnSf6oDzijM
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11607446-the-wishing-spell?from_search=true


“ I've never met a person I didn't learn something from! Even the most monotonous people will  
surprise you Remember that.” - pg.94 grandma 
 
“You would be amazed to know what's out there just waiting to be discovered.”-pg.96 grandma 

Round 1 
 
“Fairy tales are life lessons disguised with colorful characters and situations.” We grow up as people, and learning 
how to deal with life lessons by reading. 774 MILLION people can not read in the whole world. We are the lucky 
ones, knowing how to decipher the message of print. But we often take our gift of reading for granted. Even knowing 
how to read, people may stop reading because of the new technology, such as iPhones and video games. 26% of 
American citizens have not read even a section of a book in a year.  
 
The land of stories teaches us the importance of reading with an important lesson; “You would be amazed to know 
what's out there just waiting to be discovered.”-pg.96 
 
Alex and Conner fall into a book n on their 13th birthday, discovering that the fairytales they have been hearing since 
their childhood were alive and breathing. They discover talking frogs and walking fish throughout their journey to go 
back home. They also discovered that every person has a backstory, not to be too quick to judge. What Alex and 
Conner need to discover is that do they want to go home?  
 
 
 

Round 2 
“Snow white grew quiet and slightly ashamed.” -pg.17 
 
“She tried her best to impress her classmates with every chance she got, putting extra effort in each book report and 
class presentation she was assigned. However, this usually annoyed the other students, and Alex was often teased 
for it.” -pg.27 Alex 
 
“I can give you a ride if you like.”-pg 278 Man 

 
Round 2 
“I can give you a ride if you like.”-pg 278. People in the fairytale world give kindness to strangers expecting nothing 
back. Altruism. Or husky no 19. Why does this not happen as much as it should in our world? Maybe it's because we 
always expect something back. Or because we are just not kind enough to others. Counter example of Husky no.5. 
Throughout the story, Alex and Conner grow.They grow as people, learning what it really means to be kind, and 
growing throughout the lenses of the HUSKIES. We can also grow with Connor and Alex, learning about how they 
developed and what they lacked in the beginning of the story. We can reconsider what we are lacking. Nobody can 
be perfect. But knowing this or not, everyone strives to be perfect in their own way.By comparing our world and the 
fairytale world, I found two HUSKIES; husky no.19 and husky no.5. But we find the 3rd HUSKY in Alex and Connor.  
 
Alex and connor are 2 opposite twins. Alex loves to read and study. Connor hates school. Connor has friends. Alex 
does not. You can tell by this quote.  



“She tried her best to impress her classmates with every chance she got, putting extra effort in each book report and 
class presentation she was assigned. However, this usually annoyed the other students, and Alex was often teased 
for it.” 
Alex wishes she could have friends. Connor wishes he could be smarter. They sometimes wish to be more like each 
other.They confess their feelings to their Dad at different times, and he each tells them a story to embrace who you 
are and how it's ok to be different. He taught them Husky no.20:  Internationally Minded Citizens who understand 
cultural and personal differences.  
 
And what are we supposed to learn from this? This book, illuminates problems in our world today,challenges 
stereotypes, but we can also learn that character growth can be taught in a story, and how stories can change us 
too. 

Round 3.1 
Changing perspective 
“Do you not get how lucky we are? Think about all the things were going to see! Think about all the people were 
going to meet! Were going to be experiencing things no one else in our world ever has!” -pg.181 alex 
 
“Although they help their stoic expressions, the council was secretly ashamed of themselves. Conner was right, They 
eyed one another for a moment before Emeralda broke the silence.” -pg.450 
 

Round 3.2 
Challenging stereotypes 
“The evil queen. If that is what the world has labeled me, then that is the name I shall learn to live with. Once the 
world has made a decision, there is little anyone can do to change it's minds.” -pg.12 evil queen 
 
“Your story will be forever romanticized. No one will ever think twice about mine. I will continue to be degraded into 
nothing but a grotesque villain until the end of time. But what the world fails to realize is that a villain is just a victim 
whose story hasn't been told. Everything I have done, my life's work and my crimes against you, has all been for 
him.” -pg.19 evil queen 
 
“It was a comparison that felt like a kick in the stomach every time someone made it. Indeed, Conner was not his 
sister by any means, and he was always punished because of it.” -pg.40 
 
“She tried her best to impress her classmates with every chance she got, putting extra effort in each book report and 
class presentation she was assigned. However, this usually annoyed the other students, and Alex was often teased 
for it.” -pg.27 Alex 
 
“She usually spent lunch alone under a tree somewhere with an open library book. Although she would never tell 
anyone, Alex was so lonely that sometimes it hurt.” -pg.27 
 
“Sometimes I wish I was like everyone else. I'm tired of being lonely , Daddy. If being smart and being a good 
student means that i'll never have friends, then i wish i was more like Conner.” -pg 57, Alex 
 

Round 3.3 
Illuminating issues 



“We have traded their brilliant teachings for small minded entertainment like television and video games. Parents 
now let obnoxious cartoons and violent movies influence their children.” -24 Mrs. Peter 
 
“Yes I can work double this monday. No problem. She lied” -pg.63 
 
“Even working the hours she worked, Mors. Bailey had to get creative with money sometimes.”-pg.63 
 
“Oh John. I try to stay strong and keep our family going, but it's really hard to do without you. They're such good kids. 
They don't deserve this.” -pg.69 Mrs. Bailey 
 
“Many people have had issues with Cinderella saying it has anti feminist elements.” - pg. 76 Alex 
 
“They traveled to mostly 3rd world countries and read to sick children in hospitals and taught other children of the 
communities to read an write.” -pg.90 
 
“It was a world unaltered by political corruption or technology.” -pg.101 

 
Round 3 
“Do you not get how lucky we are? Think about all the things were going to see! Think about all the people were 
going to meet! Were going to be experiencing things no one else in our world ever has!” Despite the fact that the 
twins just fell into a book with only 1 nearly impossible way out, Alex came with a different approach to what was 
happening. Instead of worrying and panicking like her brother, Alex was excited to go sightseeing. Instead of being 
negative, Alex was positive and happy. She helped lighten up the mood of the story and kept the flow going.  
 
Here's a question. How can reading a book change your perspective? Easy. Reading can help you grow your 
imagination and help you think out of the box, leading to another way of thinking. But how can you change people's 
perspectives about reading? How can you make people think that reading is valuable, is important, and really get 
people to think? As a student, I do not read as much as I did in 5th grade. Maybe it's because of schoolwork. Maybe 
it's because of new technology. But we could and should read more no matter the age, just read. (3.1) 
 
In fairytales, there is only good or bad. Maybe it is like this because it helps teach younger audience whats right and 
what's wrong. But as we grow older, we might think, What if Cinderella's stepmother had an actual reason to why she 
was so mean? 
 
In the Land of Stories, the Evil queen was put in jail. No one ever thought that she had a reason to why she was so 
awful . 
“Your story will be forever romanticized. No one will ever think twice about mine. I will continue to be degraded into 
nothing but a grotesque villain until the end of time. But what the world fails to realize is that a villain is just a victim 
whose story hasn't been told. Everything I have done, my life's work and my crimes against you, has all been for 
him.”  
 
We usually stereotype villains as villains, not even thinking twice about it. When i, the audience, heard the Evil 
Queen’s story, I thought. We are stereotyping so many people, without giving them a chance.  
in the real world, it's happening. Students like alex are getting excluded because they classify as loners or nerds. 
“She usually spent lunch alone under a tree somewhere with an open library book. Although she would never tell 
anyone, Alex was so lonely that sometimes it hurt.” (3.2) 
 
 



 
 Mrs. Bailey lost her husband last year and works overtime to pay the rent.“Yes I can work double this monday. No 
problem. She lied...Even working the hours she worked, Mrs. Bailey had to get creative with money sometimes.” 
According to a Bureau of Labor Statistics report released last year, more than 25 million Americans reported they 
worked at least 49 hours a week in 1999. 
Alex felt that she should not be giving her mom more stress, so she keeps her feelings to herself.  
Strangely, Alex felt that she could fit in well in the Land of Stories. Fairytales have been her best friends. She felt like 
she belonged. Everyone was so nice. “It was a world unaltered by political corruption or technology.” a world with 
not one touch of politics and technology, is a world everybody dreams of. Teens in our world today, use 9 hours of 
technology per day. We automatically think that teens only go on instagram or play video games or what not. But 
sometimes no. I read this book,  on my phone. Technology in some ways, can be good for you.  
 
 

Round 4 
“They told the stories with such detail and passion that it didn't matter how many times the twins her the same story. 
They were the best memories and child could ask for.”- pg.36 
 
“Right now, were living in an ugly chapter of our lives but books alway get better!” -.70 
 
“A  day with very low expectations had turned into one of the best birthdays they'd ever had” -pg.97 
 
“She was so excited to be witnessidededng another fairy tale occurrence, all her fear faded away. “ -270 
 
“He couldn't stop thinking that just a week before, he had been safe and sound in his own bed, fearing nothing but 
schoolwork and mrs. Peters”.- 410 
 
“Gazing around a perfect stream ahead of them, to their amazement , was a herd of unicorns. They were beautiful. 
White with silver horns, silver hooves and silver manes.” -430 
 
“I'm afraid that's easier said than done. I think the best thing we can do now to honor her memory is to live everyday 
with the compassion and understanding no one ever gave her.” 

 
Husky 4 
“Right now, were living in an ugly chapter of our lives but books alway get better!” -70.  After the Bailey family lost 
their dad, life hasn't been going easy for them emotionally and financially.  Envelopes with payment due stickers are 
lying all around the table, becoming an elephant in the room.  
 
But as they fall into the unexpected present from grandma, everything changes. Instead of worrying about overdue 
payments, they enjoy the magical fairytale world, a richness in life, for once in a lifetime. As they spend days in the 
fairytale world, they start realizing what they were missing.  “He couldn't stop thinking that just a week before, he had 
been safe and sound in his own bed, fearing nothing but schoolwork and mrs. Peters”- 410. They find that instead of 
just living in the present, they should embrace it, because the present is once in a lifetime moment.  
 
Alex and Conner had to fall into a book to grasp the idea of living the present, but do we have to fall into a book? 
Can't we just all live the present by thanking your parents, goofing off with your friends and embracing the present 
and the richness of life. 



 
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41667.My_Side_of_the_Mountain?ac=1&from_search=true 

R1: My book “My Side of the Mountain” by Jean Craighead George, is a simple and short novel. It successfully teaches the readers of why reading is important, and also teaches us of an 
alternative to living just as a prisoner to society. Like our main protagonist Sam, reading is essential to live, especially if you desire to work in our modern society. It can also serve to release the reader 
from societies shackles, and help guide you to a different world, as Jean said: “Be you a writer or reader, it is very pleasant to run away in a book” (George).Indeed it is nice to runaway from reality for a 
while, and enjoy the vast wilderness that awaits you in my book: My Side of the Mountain. As mentioned before, my book can release you momentarily from societies prison, and guide you to a 
perspective of a child who has made up his mind to escape from the restricting environment that had imprisoned him. And as he finds his way to the mountain, he realizes that society isn’t everything, 
that perhaps being released from it was in fact better, as represented by in this quote: “I knew that the land was just the place for a Gribley” (George, 9). As readers get into this book, they will soon 
realize the common misinterpretation of what schools and society teach you, and hopefully reach out and help you find your true goal in life, as mentioned before: “Be you a writer or reader, it is very 
pleasant to run away in a book” (George), and if it's only running away for a bit, how much harm can it be? 

 
R2: Values of Character Development vary depending on the person, in our case, Sam Gribley showed to me these HUSKIES: Honest Learners and Leaders who are self-motivated and 

self-directed, Solution Creators who demonstrate resilience and flexibility, and finally Internationally Minded Citizens who transfer knowledge and skills to real-world situations. Books are great ways to 
develop character because people can find idols from the books. Books can help people chase after their goal, even if it may seem impossible. My book is great for character development because it 
portrays a very childlike mindset, as all people have once been in Sam Gribely’s shoes, everyone knows of what if feels like to want to venture out to the wilderness. But as most of us have not done so, 
this book can have that adventure for us, and teach us of what is needed if we were to follow Sam's footsteps. 

 Honest Learners and Leaders who are self-motivated and self-directed can be seen throughout the book by our protagonist Sam Gribley. “I left New York in May. I had a penknife, a ball of 
cord, an ax, and $40… I also had some flint and steel” (George, 35). Although Sam only had a minimal supply, he made do and acted on his own accord, striving towards his goal of living in the 
mountains.  

Solution Creators who demonstrate resilience and flexibility can be seen in this quote: “I must say this now about that first fire. It was magic. Out of dead tinder and grass and sticks came a 
live warm light...It lit the trees and made them warm and friendly. It stood tall and bright and held back the night.” (George, 53). Sam had trouble lighting fire when he first entered the mountains. 
However, through resilience, he made it through the night. Without fire however, he wouldn’t live to see another day. Becoming flexible with his pride, he asked a man out in the woods how to make a 
proper fire. The quote shows his first attempt at lighting the fire himself, showing his perseverance and strong feelings towards his independence.  

Internationally Minded Citizens who transfer knowledge and skills to real-world situations is represented in this quote: “With Miss Turner's map, I found the first stone wall that marked the 
farm… There, caterpillaring around boulders, rollercoastering up ravines and down hills, was the mound of rocks that had once been Great-grandfather's boundary fence” (George, 67). Sam spent hours 
in the library, learning all about the mountain he was going to live in and the things he could eat. The librarian Miss Turner helped Sam with numerous research, one of them being the creation of the 
map. With it, he was able to find the property of his great-grandfather's land. Once on the property, he looks around, and starts to claim it as his own. That night, he successfully starts a fire thanks to the 
old man he previously met. These huskies can help each of us grow as students, and also as future adults, improving our individuality and creating different ideas to further improve our world. Blending 
different ideas together is also important, as sometimes we need to think outside of the box, facing challenges without any guidance.  

 
R3: My side of the mountain impacts readers with 3 major problems: common stereotype, global  issues, and changing perspectives. It challenges the stereotype of how adults have to act like 

adults and children have to live by a single standard. The problem with this is that nothing will ever change is everyone's the same. Perhaps not having change is a good thing, but whether  it will benefit 
us for the better is a different question. “I can only say that after living so long with the birds and animals, the movement of a human is like the difference between the explosion of a cap pistol and a 
cannon,” (George, 46). This quote shows how much Sam grew after living in the mountains for a few weeks. After being in the wilderness and growing with his environment, he grew new talents and 
developed things you normally won't be able to learn in a classic school environment. This quote alone can show how a mere child can go through change with something they actually want to spend 
time on. With students currently going through the typical school curriculum (the single standard kind of life), they become less and less "special", or unique, and start becoming the shadows of adults 
that came before them. This book shows us that life isn't about getting straight A's in your grade book, especially if you have something else other than studies that you excel at. This leads to my next 
topic which is the issues we face.  

 
The problem with some of the current education system is that time on basic core subjects/studies (Math, Science, History, Literature) takes too much of the students time, indirectly taking 

away time which could have been used to gain life lessons, moral classes/ experiences, preventing from becoming more creative, strong, and more individual.  “I was self-sufficient, I could travel the 
world over, never needing a penny, never asking anything of anyone.” (George, 173). Sam is only a middle schooler, and yet he chose to show his father that he could live independently, without the 
extra hours spent in school learning things he would never use after the class, he used that time to study by himself in a local library, putting his hours into studying different things about the forest he 
was going to live in. Of course, not everybody can do this, considering how many of us want to become accountants, lawyers, doctors, and many more. After all, how could diversity in the educational 
area harm anyone? But that doesn't mean it's necessary for a student who wants to major in a doctoral field to take art. "Should a student who hopes to major in journalism be more-or- less forced to take 
classes such as chemistry, physics and calculus in order to graduate? Should a students who hopes to major in biochemistry be told he must take three years of Spanish and four years of English in order 
to get his diploma?" (Knight,2016).  

 
New perspective is that students currently are shackled and too focused on things which adults before us believed was the right thing, however the way children are taught in school is 

restricting the capabilities each of them have, things such as creativity and individuality are lost as schools and the current education system makes everyone become alike, losing the different aspects 
each student was born with. We live in an environment where we automatically assume that good universities = good jobs, and how A+ students = Top university. We tend to think those things are true, 
however, life isn't just based off of studying. Survival skills, adaptation, and morals also play a big part in our lives. "I am well and healthy. The food is good. Sometimes I eat turtle soup, and I know how 
to make acorn pancakes. I keep my supplies in the wall of the tree in wooden pockets that I chopped myself," (George, 35). Looking back, he remembers his uncertainty, watching the storm clouds roll 
in. "Above the darkness stood another darkness. The clouds of winter, black and fearsome. They looked as wild as the winds that were bringing them. I knew I had enough food. I knew everything was 
going to be perfectly all right. But knowing that didn't help. I was scared," (George, 38). 

 
R4: Books can inspire readers by being a momentary release from realities shackles, making it so that they can do whatever they want, whenever they want in their own world. My book “My 

side of the mountain” can inspire readers by bringing them on a journey which many adults must have dreamt of doing when they were a kid, as George said: “Be you a writer or reader, it is very pleasant 
to run away in a book” (George). Readers will be influenced to act on their own, deciding to free themselves from societies shackles, guiding themselves with a stronger will towards goals which they 
assigned themselves, instead of goals which society has set for them. That change will hopefully help readers become more independent and free towards what they feel and love. Making their choices 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41667.My_Side_of_the_Mountain?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41667.My_Side_of_the_Mountain?ac=1&from_search=true


that are theirs and embrace what they have chosen to be their life: “I throw back my head, and, feeling free as the wind, breathe in the fresh mountain air. Although I am heavy-hearted, my spirits are 
rising. To walk in nature is always good medicine.” (George, 58). Like Sam, many students and adults alike have heavy burdens on our shoulders. However as Sam mentions, sometimes we have to just 
embrace what life gives us and perhaps have a stroll in a forest to appreciate what we currently have, embracing life as is.  
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/307791.The_City_of_Ember?from_search=true 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3467.The_People_of_Sparks 
 

ROUND 1 
Digital distractions? Too busy checking how many followers you have? No books at home? It depends 
on the person. It depends on illiteracy vs aliteracy. It depends on how you define reading. Some people 
define reading as just looking at words. Is that really just it? Reading is a gateway to a new world, each 
one unique in its own way. Reading broadens the horizon, broadening your imagination as well. Having 
a creative imagination is always important. This book I will be presenting has broadened my horizon, 
and will broaden yours.  
 
A forever black sky. The only light in the dark world. 220 years to live. This is the city of Ember, and 
they are running out of time. 
 
Protagonists Doon Harrow and Lina Mayfleet,  are the only ones aware of what is happening in 
Ember, and the only ones capable of saving it. Quote: “Running out of light bulbs, running out of 
power, running out of time - disaster was right around the corner.”(page 48) With Doon’s keen eyes 
and eagerness to help, and with Lina’s creative imagination, the two may stand a chance against 
the very little time left in Ember.  

 
ROUND 2 
No one is born a hero, they develop and become one, like how Lina and Doon did. They started 
from normal 12-year-old children of Ember to the saviors of Ember. How? By character 
development of course. Lina and Doon had developed their character by showing perseverance, 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/307791.The_City_of_Ember?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3467.The_People_of_Sparks


curiosity, and purposeful creativity. By reading The City of Ember you will learn the value and the 
outcome of character development. 
 
Unlike the other people of Ember, Doon and Lina knew what was happening in Ember, so they 
thought of a plan to get out of Ember. The people of Ember called them crazy for thinking that there 
was a way out of Ember. Since they were children, everyone was taught to believe that there was 
nothing outside of Ember, as stated in this quote: “It is the only light in the dark world. Beyond 
Ember, the darkness goes on forever in all directions.’  
 
Although Lina and Doon were told they were crazy, that didn’t stop them. Lina and Doon showed 
perseverance by never giving up - which had led them to victory; finding a way out of Ember. 
 
The only reason why the people of Ember were able to safely leave Ember was because of a simple 
dented metal box and Lina’s curiosity. Showing curiosity, Lina had opened it, taking out what was 
inside which was the Instructions for Egress. By showing curiosity, Lina was able to find the 
Instructions for Egress, which had enabled Lina and Doon to lead their people safely out of Ember. 
 
Because Poppy, her younger sister, had eaten part of the paper, what was written on the paper was 
not exactly readable, thus Lina and Doon had demonstrated purposeful creativity to re-make the 
instructions for Egress. 
 
Thanks to their character development, their people were able to leave Ember, showing the 
importance of character development. Lina and Doon had gone from average children of Ember to 
the saviors of Ember. If they can develop, then so can you.  

 
ROUND 3 
“In the city of Ember, the sky was always dark. The only light came from great flood lamps mounted 
on the buildings and at the tops of poles in the middle of the larger square.” In a world where light 
bulbs are the only source of light, in a world where no one has ever seen or heard of the sun and 
moon, time is running out, fast. Food is running out, clothes are running out, and most importantly, 
light bulbs. Light bulbs are the only source of light, and for a world surrounded by complete 
darkness, that is no good sign. Hope is but a mere flickering candle in Ember. This book changes 
our perspective by showing how extremely fortunate we are to live in a world where everything is 
of abundance, such as food, electricity, water, sunlight, and time.  
 
 
In the second book, the people of Ember had luckily made it out of the city in time and had entered 
a new, better world, overcoming many challenges and barriers along the way. But the real 
challenge has yet begun: meeting the people of Sparks. The people of Sparks were not exactly 
welcoming. They called the people of Ember ‘barbarians’ because they came from someplace 
different, which they called a ‘cave.’ This is a common stereotype and problem in the real world. 



Because someone has come from a certain place, others instantly label and assume they are 
something that they are not, judging them by their identity. This book, ‘The People of Sparks,’ has 
many stereotypes, but this is by far the most problematic, for it had started a war against the 
people of Sparks and Ember. In the end, the people of Ember had overcome this stereotype, by 
making the people of Sparks hear them out and understand. 
 
Greed. A selfish and excessive desire for more of something than is needed (dictionary.com). 
Greed is a common issue in our world, and this book illuminates this issue. When people get 
greedy, they do corrupt things, as stated in this quote: “Tick wants power. He wanted glory. He 
wanted war, with himself in command. He had raised his army by attacking his own people.” With 
the ongoing conflict between the people of Ember and Sparks, both groups had started 
miscommunicating and attacking each other. That was what Tick had said, when really he was 
behind the attacks. Out of his own greed, he had hurt his own people for the betterment of himself. 
Anyone can be greedy, and the NRA is an excellent example. Their guns kill millions every year. Do 
they care? The blood of innocent children stain their hands. They just want money. This book 
illuminates the issue of greed, and how people change because of it. 
 
 
 

ROUND 4 
Time. The measured or measurable period during which an action, process, or condition exists or 
continues (dictionary.com). Time is something that Ember does not have enough of. The condition 
of Ember is getting worse: the blackouts are longer, and materials critical for survival are running 
out. People are losing hope, quote “But Ember is not prospering!” [...] “Everything is getting worse 
and worse!” No one knows when the generator will turn off and leave them in total darkness, so 
time is of the essence in Ember, thus they always make the best of it.  
 
Unlike the people of Ember, we have a lot more time on our hands - but that doesn’t mean we 
spend it efficiently. Hours are spent using phones and other electronics - can’t these hours be 
spent with our significant others? This book represents just how important savoring the present 
really is. The people of Ember have already embraced the richness of life. Have you? 
 

 



 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32075671-the-hate-u-give 

● “Wow, Japan is such a safe and polite country”. A very common stereotype us Japanese hear all the time. But Japan is 
indeed one of the safest countries in the world, with one of the lowest shooting rates. We are surrounded in this safe and 
privileged bubble of life, but within a blink of an eye, it’s gone, and you’re in a poor and seemingly dangerous 
neighborhood. What would you do? 

● For Starr, a 16-year-old African-American girl, it wasn’t a “what if” case. As her day-to-day life is a constant back and 
forth between a suburban prep school and a poor black neighborhood, she witnesses her unarmed best friend Khalil 
being shot by a white police officer.  

● Reading promotes a side of the world we don’t know about, or only a side we are granted access to, such as fake 
media. The Hate U Give, by Angie Thomas, promotes the value of reading as a form of activism, a voice for hope, and 
the human side of all stories publicly presented. 

○ How many of you comes to school everyday acting a certain and different way, because acting like your normal self 
would highlight your race and culture too much? 

○ Starr, who goes to a mostly-white suburban prep school, goes through this mentally draining process everyday, just so 
she doesn’t appear to be “that angry black girl”.  

○ It is true that her white friends will most likely never understand what it’s like to be the oppressed minority, however, their 
actions and opinions show how our apparently-globalized world should understand cultural and personal differences 
better.  

○ Also, especially as teenagers, we tend to make mistakes. Because we revolt, or just because that’s what being a 
teenager is all about. 

○ In case of Garden Heights, the poor black neighborhood Starr lives in, it is crucial to be honest learners and leaders 
who make ethical and moral choices because it can literally cost your life.  

○ Starr already witnesses Khalil and her former best friend Natasha’s murder by the time she’s 16, my age. We might not 
be murdered in our lives because of one wrong choice, but the novel emphasizes consequences. 

○ As teenagers, it is very normal to be terrified of the future. However, many of those teenagers get lost, and fall into a 
state where life, is simply nothing.  

○ Starr is lost and terrified by the fact that she’s the witness of her best friend Khalil’s murder, which was blasted all over 
national television that it was his fault. 

○ However, she eventually rises as a solution creator who strives for innovation, finds her true, valuable voice in 
activism, and continues to protest against police brutality especially towards African-Americans, as Starr says, 

○ “Others are fighting too, even in the Garden, where sometimes it feels like there’s not a lot worth fighting for. People are 
realizing and shouting and marching and demanding. They’re not forgetting. I think that’s the most important part” 
(Thomas 443-444).  

■ As those who go to a diverse international school, a melting pot of so many cultures, we can sometimes be oblivious to 
certain racial problems because we are so used to being around other cultures. However, a diverse culture is a very 
controversial topic otherwise.  

■ Like Starr, who alternates between a black neighborhood and a white private school, shows the true insight of 
African-Americans; they are acting a certain way because of the lack of opportunities given to them, and because of how 
they’re portrayed in the media. When Khalil’s murdered was announced on the news, they added an extra label of 
“suspected drug dealer”. Her  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1953.A_Tale_of_Two_Cities
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32075671-the-hate-u-give


■ Yes, it is a very controversial book, however, that is exactly why this book should be talked about, to change 
perspective.  

● Why do African-Americans have to be scared for their lives when driving, or when walking around in their own 
neighborhood,  

● Starr, goodness in everything and everybody (ex. black=criminals, gangster, dangerous, uneducated) 
● Blackfacing, police brutality, racism, cultural appropriation, poverty among African-American neighborhoods because 

they have far less opportunities, gun violence… There are endless statements that illuminate issues in this novel, that us 
in a safe and privileged bubble would never know about or relate to. 

 
● This novel, written as a form of activism for the BlackLivesMatter movement, captures the idea that there is light in every 

darkness, and that we have to fight to fully embrace the richness of life. 
● Now is the time for change: for revolution, activism, innovation.  
● This novel, written as a form of activism for the BlackLivesMatter movement, captures the idea that there is light in every 

darkness which is metaphorically shown in Garden Heights, and also that we have to protest in the moment  
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2956.The_Adventures_of_Huckleberry_Finn 

HIS Reads Presentation Outline 
 

Round 1: (one minute)  
●  Introduce chosen text: 

 
 
 

●  Show how your text promotes the value of reading: 
 
Round 1 

A book written in the 1800s is nothing like a book written today. The book, The Adventure of 
Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain is an adventure story about a young white boy who ran away from his 
abusive dad and meets an African American along the way. They both fought for similar goals, freedom. It’s 
so easy to get sucked in because every single word sews into a sentence, each sentence sews into a paragraph 
and before you know it, you’ve read half the book. The book was controversial especially when it was released 
in 1884 because of its excessive use of the N word. People wanted to ban the book but this book acts as an 
excellent time portal to witness how African-Americans were treated during the late 1800s. 
 

Round 2: (two minutes) 
● Show how your text promotes character development through the lens of the HIS HUSKIES.  
● HUSKY 1 and connection to text: Understanding collaborators who worked well with diverse 

individuals and situations 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2956.The_Adventures_of_Huckleberry_Finn


- During the 1800s, people are racist towards black people but Huckleberry didn’t seem to mind and 
worked well surviving outdoors with Jim, a black man. They communicate really well to each other 
about what they want and despite the race differences, they worked really well together. 

● HUSKY 2 and connection to text: Honest learners and leaders who make ethical and moral choices 
- Jim had every reason to not trust Huckleberry and Huckleberry had every reason to turn Jim into the 

slave owners for his rewards but he decided not to. Huckleberry was taught that if he had defended a 
black man, he would go to hell but it didn’t matter to him because Jim was more white in the inside 
than most of the white people he met. Meaning, Jim was honest, loyal, trustworthy and he was almost 
like a dad to Huckleberry. (perspective of own) 

● HUSKY 3 and connection to text: Solution creators who persevere  
- Huckleberry did his best to protect Jim because he was a wanted slave and Huckleberry decided to 

check on the world’s situation by dressing up as a girl and talking to a woman in a town. Although he 
was bad at dressing up, he did all he could all because he wanted to save Jim.  

- Jim was sold as a slave by two con artists and Huckleberry could have just left him there alone but he 
decided to save Jim with Tom Sawyer 

Round 2 
What is HUSKIES? How do we use HUSKIES? CONNECT HUSKIES TO FINN. 
 
The Huskies is a list of character traits that if we follow, will lead us to a good direction in life. In this novel, 
(state the three huskies) racism is an obvious issue between black and white people. Huckleberry was taught as 
a kid that he’d go to hell if he interacted with a black man. He was taught that all blacks were lazy, smelly and 
stupid.  
 
As Jim and Huck got to know each other over time, Huck realized that stereotypes were just stereotypes. 
Despite the racial differences, they both had the same goal. They ran away from home to escape danger and to 
find freedom. They met as strangers but they collaborated and worked well together while surviving in the 
wild. They had to hunt wild animals together and watched over each other’s back. Huckleberry made moral 
and ethical choices because he did not judge Jim by his race. Huck believed that deep inside, Jim is more 
“white” than most of the white people he had met. Meaning, Jim is a kind, honest and trustworthy man who is 
almost like a father to Huckleberry.  
 
As the two seize their day fighting for their freedom, Huckleberry perseveres to find out what is going on in 
the civilized world away from their adventure by dressing up as a girl. Although he wasn’t great at being a 
lady, he soon finds out that people are giving out bounties to capture Jim and Huckleberry. Huckleberry 
immediately tells Jim about the news and they continue working together to achieve their dream. 
 
 

Round 3: (three minutes) (Stuck on this section) 
● 3) Show how your text changes perspective: 
- Imagine a life where your worth is only 800 dollars and you have owners who can trade you in a trade 

whenever they want. Ridiculous, but that’s the way it was for Jim.  
 

● 2)Show how your text challenges stereotype(s): 
It challenges stereotype the stereotype during the 1800s that black people were uncivilized, lazy, smelly and 
stupid. Although Jim was portrayed as lazy and stupid in the book, at many times, he was shown as brave, 
caring, and equal to all race. Huck realized that stereotypes were stereotypes.  
 
There are stereotypes about how adults believe that children have no responsibility over themselves but Huck 
had to  
 

● 1)Show how your text illuminates issues relevant to the surrounding culture/society 
- Importation of slaves were abolished during the 1808 but racism can still happen in that time period. 

Although the problem is not as serious now, it still happens today in America where black people will 
get shot for unjustified reasons. 



 
Round three 
 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a good book if you want to learn more about how slaves were treated 
during the 1800s. You may not notice but racism still occurs today. Let’s take a step away from the 1800s and 
talk about racism today. Although racism today isn’t as serious as the 1800s, it still occurs today. Everyone 
experiences it even if you’re white, black or asian but I would like to focus specifically on African 
descendents. We all make jokes about the other race. Some find it funny, but others, don’t. The book uses the 
N word to describe black people and Even Though we know that calling people by the N word is offensive, 
many people still do today and they find it normal or funny.  
 
Thanks to social media, awareness for racism has been spreading more quickly and racism has decreased since 
the 1800s but it still exist. Occasionally, we would see people bashing other races on social media with no 
mercy at all just like how white people would often degrade black people to make themselves more superior. 
Which means, stereotypes still exist. I’m sorry for being stereotypical but all “black people are criminals”. 
These are the kind of stereotype that we have on black people today. 
 
Now that we covered up the issues and stereotypes that black people in society face today. I know it’s not the 
1800s but put yourself in Jim’s shoes. Good, now imagine if your life is worth 800 dollars, your family wants 
to sell you off to a slave trade tomorrow and no one understands you. You run off and you believe you’re 
going to die but you see Huck. You think that Huck is like any other white boy. You think that he’s going to 
discriminate and not like you but he’s been nice to you.  
 
 
 

**5 minute break** 
Round 4:  

● Show how your text connects to the theme: “Seize the day, embracing the richness of life.”: 
 
(hook) Seize the day because Huckleberry had every reason to give up when he was kidnapped by his father. 
Huckleberry almost gets killed by his alcoholic father but he didn’t complain or whine instead, he Seize the 
day and fake his own death in order to escape. You should take control of your own actions because you are 
your own light to your own path in life. Taking over class president was that best decision of my life. It was 
hard but I took it on because I wanted to improve my leadership skills. 
 

● Show how your text calls the audience to action in a compelling way: 
 
Sure it takes a lot of effort to discipline and push yourself but I encourage you to chase after a dream that you 
really really want. Time is trickling like sand in an hourglass. Instead of letting your goals slip through your 
fingers, I want you to grab on to your dream and goals. Do not let go no matter how hard it is. When things get 
challenging, look for solutions. Talk to people, you’re not alone in this journey. Never let go and eventually, 
you’ll see the light just right in the corner of your eye. 
 

 
 



 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1953.A_Tale_of_Two_Cities 
 
 
I’ve been told that the easiest way to learn about something is to add story to it. This is why we implement moral 
lessons into the story books that we read to children, examples of this include the Ugly Duckling, The Boy Who Cried 
Wolf and the Midas Touch. We are better able to learn things once story has been added due to our ability to relate 
to the characters, to see the world through their eyes, to experience their emotions, their hardships and their 
victories. Morals are not the only thing that we are able to take away from reading, particularly in my case, this book 
has also given me a better understanding on the French Revolution. Personally as someone who has trouble staying 
focused in history class, this book A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens has provided an alternative way to learn, 
the story has characters from both the French aristocracy and the peasantry giving a wider perspective on the effects 
of the revolution. So, if you’re having trouble understand something, whether its history, math, music, I guarantee 
you that reading about it will help you understand it. 
 
Engagement – Effective Communicators who actively and empathetically listen, speak and discuss (E21) 
Lucie Manette is seen time and time again as the maternal figure in this story. From taking care of Darnay and 
Carton to even her own father, her ability to empathetically talk and understand people have brought mental 
reassurance and inner peace to the people close to her. She demonstrates this as seen with her interactions with 
Carton where she gives him, an alcoholic man with no defined purpose in life, a reason to live. Her ability to 
understand the feelings of others and give unconditional love is truly a representation of the Engagement Husky. 
Virtuous – Honest Learners and Leaders who make ethical and moral choices (H2) 
Sydney Carton starts the story as a drunk with no compass in his life, the unruly wild card. Throughout the story he 
struggles with his identity,  his purpose in life. His meeting with Lucie showed him that he wasn’t meaningless, he 
wasn’t nothing. It provided a new purpose for his life, to live for her. “For you, and for any dear to you, I would do 
anything. I would embrace any sacrifice for you and for those dear to you. And when you see your own bright beauty 
springing up anew at your feet, think now and then that there is a man who would give his life, to keep a life you love 
beside you”. Due to this new purpose, he sacrifices himself as a Christ-like figure in place of Charles Darnay, so that 
although he dies, Lucie gets to live happily. This selfless sacrifice shows that he is indeed virtuous, his ability to see 
that his death would signify a life of peace for Lucie, Darnay and Dr. Manette. 
Ownership – Socially & Personally Responsible Individuals who take ownership for their identity and actions. (S25) 
The St. Evremonde brothers, the representation of the apathetic French aristocracy.  18 years before the story 
begins, the brothers rape a woman and mortally wound her brother, they call doctor Manette to fix their mistakes but 
imprisons him in the Bastille in fear of their crime coming out to the public. So, you might wonder how this connects 
to Ownership, well if the Evremonde brothers took ownership for their actions, the main conflict in the book wouldn’t 
exist. Dr. Manette would have been able to see his daughter grow and Sydney Carton wouldn’t have had to sacrifice 
himself in place for Darnay 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1953.A_Tale_of_Two_Cities


 
The French revolution, a time where the peasantry rose up against the vile, cruel aristocracy. This is our usually 
perspective whilst learning about the revolution, this is what we usually hear. In this book, we see the other side, we 
see that not all aristocrats were cruel, apathetic people. We also see that the peasantries desire for revenge is 
unending, cold and unchangeable. We see this through Madame Defarge’s unquenchable thirst for blood and 
violence against the French aristocrats, even against the ones who seek to do no harm. Even though Darnay has 
openly abandoned his Evremonde name and denounced it, Defarge still wants to punish him due to having blood 
ties. Her wrath has blinded her, made her unable to see that her violent actions will only make her the new oppressor 
instead of being the liberator. In the end her inability to stop herself from exercising “justice” ultimately led to her own 
untimely death. This challenges the stereotype that the French Revolution was black and white, that the peasantry 
was good and the aristocracy was bad, this book shows that the actions of the French peasants during the revolution 
cannot all be put under the name of justice, all the executions, the torture, the mutilation, the destruction. That yes, 
although the French peasantry was treated awfully by the aristocracy, they did not have the right to retaliate in such 
a foul and destructive way. Although we do not live in the era of the French revolution, the issues illuminated by this 
book can still be seen in today’s society. To start off the second section, Gandhi once said “An eye for an eye will 
make the whole world blind”, I interpret this as an act of vengeance is like a double edged sword, as one hurts the 
other, the other will retaliate and thus starts an endless cycle of pain. One issue illuminated by the book is our 
tendency as humans to retaliate. We see this on the small scale when we as teenagers have fights and won’t resolve 
things because the other person had the last laugh. We can also see it on a larger scale with ethnic groups fighting 
each other due to an inability to co-exist. Examples include Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Ethnic Violence in Maluku 
and the Muslim Rebellion in the Philippines. The story is always the same, two parties, both human with very little 
differentiating between them, whether it be race, class, religion and both attacking the other under the false 
justification of “he did it first”. 
 
Carton’s decision to sacrifice himself for the happiness of his companions is a true symbol of seizing the day. Even 
though it results in his early death, the decision to go against the unrelenting force of the revolutionaries, to take a 
stand against the unmovable. In my opinion his choice to bet his, Darnay’s, Lucie’s lives on the off chance that both 
he and Darnay looked similarly is frightening. His actions both guarantee his death, but it also guarantees the rebirth 
of his friends and on a bigger scale, France as his death signifies the success of the revolution against the 
aristocrats. 
 

 
 

 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h3xGCC3iwUhTE-6nI9_TTBWZIvxpLyjV0JkY5qgMcJ4/edit  
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Round 1:  

● If you are at a low place in life, you have two choices. YOU CAN EITHER GIVE UP OR YOU CAN CHOOSE TO REBUILD IT. 
● This books shows how important/valuable life is, and how important it is to rebuild your life and live your life to the fullest even when a 

valuable part of your identity is taken away and destroyed. 
● Reading books is like experiencing life in different lenses. When put in a different lense, you acknowledge the ups and downs people 

go through, learn how diverse lifestyles can be and understand how and why people hold different opinions and views towards the 
world. It teaches you to become more empathetic and considerate towards others. 

 
Round 2: 
Effective Communicators who express themselves through the arts. 

● Maggie had a close bond b/w uncle → Same interest and likes → one was music 
● Maggie was shy and antisocial →inner self  using the husky of being effective communicators who express themselves through the 

arts, in this case, using music.  
● After going to a concert with her Uncle, “She felt as if she’d just awoken from the long, safe torpor of her childhood. The night had 

blasted her free of that shell, and she had emerged new and raw and ready.”  
● Music was very important to her and was the only way she could express her freedom. 

Husky of being socially and personally responsible individuals who pursue physical and mental health. 
● Maggies uncle, Uncle Kevin, seemed like a very exciting and optimistic man. However, he did not portray the husky of being socially 

and personally responsible individuals who pursue physical and mental health.  
● He had a severe drinking problem that he could not control 
● He hid his inner self and his insecure and vulnerable mind, where in the end resulted in ending his life. 

huskies of being an honest learner and leader who make ethical and moral choices 
● Due to his death, Maggie choses to somewhat portray the huskies of being an honest learner and leader who make ethical and moral 

choices.  
● As to their similar liking in music, especially towards Nirvana, she decides to accept his wish for her to go to Rome and experience the 

concert there.  
● However, her choice also comes with a consequence from running away to Rome with a boy from Ireland without any permission. In 

this way, she is not being an honest learner and leader who make ethical and moral choices. 
Round 3: 
Show how text changes perspective 

● The text changes perspective by showing a teenage life of a person who has a whole different perspective on life and 
people, and a whole different lifestyle..  

● This book also changed my perspective on how valuable time is and how important it is to spend time with the people 
you care and consider the most about because you never know when they will disappear from your life. 

● This text also showed me that it is really important to rebuild your life even when someone or something valuable to you 
is taken away. Life is very short and it is very important for you to experience many things.  

Illuminate Issues 
● Uncle Kevin commits suicide → She feels empty and lost → Suicide is a very heavy topic. And a very serious issue in the world today. 

Suicide has a really big effect on close relatives such as Maggie. Although Maggie felt sad and lost as a result of his suicide, she 
decided to live life for him. However, not all have the same reaction to her.  

● Effects: Extreme Guilt for not preventing 2. Failure because couldn’t help 3. Anger or Resentment 4. Distress sick… 
● It is very important to understand how effectful suicide is and I think that we should take it into more consideration. 

Round  4: 
● If you were given a once in a lifetime opportunity would you take it even if the consequences were severe? 
● Quote: “Kevin’s suicide had not had that effect on Maggie. It didn’t want to make hr die but to live. That’s why I went to 

Rome, she thought to herself. And that’s why I’m here now.” Maggie’s uncles death had a great effect on her, since he 
was a big part of her life. However, she realised that she had to embrace her life and live it to the fullest and experience 
the great in life, not just for her, but for her uncle as well. 

 
● This book, The Carnival at Bray is very valuable because it’s a book about us. About our teenage lives. About our 

experiences through our first loves, our first deaths, our insecurities we hold, the lack of confidence most of us have. 
And it teaches us to use our ups and downs and learn from them and live each day to the fullest even when a part of us 
is taken away. 

 
 



 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17876268-shiloh?from_search=true 
Imagine a world without the Sun, where everything is covered in darkness. Would you feel as if something was missing? For the people of 
Shiloh this is a reality. However to many of them the thought that something is missing has never occurred. Instead they are satisfied with 
living by lantern light. And for those that do feel the absence of something, this is the daring story of their search for the sun.  
Reading can inspire. The characters of Shiloh show many virtues such as courage and bravery, leadership and vision, and are extremely 
inspiring people to read about. Reading about these kinds of characters makes us want to improve ourselves, to become better people. 
Reading can give us new perspective and new ideas which are then used as inspiration in other areas of our lives. When we read, it is almost 
like we become part of the story.  I think reading especially fiction, such as Shiloh,  provides opportunities to experience things that otherwise 
we would never be able to experience. And through these experiences we can be inspired to change things in our own lives and in the world 
around us. (ぎりぎり) 
Throughout the story the protagonists show many admirable characteristics. Among them is Evander who sets out on a quest to escape the 
shadow and find a land where the sun shines. He tries to help those around him to see that there is something seriously wrong with the land 
they are living in. However when he speaks of a place where there is a sun, people call him mad. Despite the persecution he does not lose 
sight but instead is determined to find a solution and so he perseveres. Instead when his village is attacked he shows great leadership by 
making ethical and moral choices in the face of danger.  
Evander’s village is often attacked by hungry Shadow wolves, that can only be killed with fire. One of the ways that he could defend his 
village is if he let his hunters go out and fight, but that would result in many of them dying. Instead Evander uses his knowledge by showing 
purposeful creativity and makes something called ‘The Wheel’. This is a system where one hunter stands in the middle of a circle holding a 
flaming torch while the others circle around him. This way each of the hunters has time to draw a new arrow and set fire to it before shooting 
at the wolves again. By creating this system, Evander was making moral choices by showing that he values the lives of his hunters. .  
Among his villagers is Mina who has the same vision as Evander. Although she is not good at leading a village she has virtues of her own. 
She cannot put up with living in the darkness and so seizes the day and decides to set out on her own in order to escape the Shadow. She 
wants to find a solution and so strives for innovation and change among a village stuck in their ways of living in the darkness. After 
successfully completing her quest she returns to her village in order to tell her friends and family what she has seen and give them a new 
hope. Reading about the journeys of characters who show such praiseworthy characteristics can be inspiring and in turn help us to see how 
we can show these virtues through the way we act in our own lives.  1:44 go slower  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------- 
In the village lives a blind woman, Darby. Because of her blindness there are many things she cannot do. With these things, such as cutting 
firewood, buying and making food and going out she needs help from other people. She also believes in a world filled with sunlight but many 
of the villagers think that because she is blind that also means that she is a bit mad. However as the story progresses she proves to be a very 
admirable character and in the end to have seen things that others could not see. The stereotype of the villagers is challenged when they 
assume that because of her disability she is unable to think logically. Do you ever look at someone with a physical disability and think of 
yourself as superior to them?  
Mina, who I mentioned before, does many brave things, bravest of which is her quest to find the sun. She then comes back into a world 
covered in Shadow after stepping into a land governed by the sun in order to tell people that all the stories are true. However before she sets 
out, while she still lived in the village many people see her as someone who has nothing to contribute or some of them don’t see her at all. 
She is a very plain girl, not outstandingly beautiful and not particularly talented either. But she has great character which sadly many people 
aren’t able to see because they were too busy judging her for the way she looks.  
I think that most of the time we automatically judge someone by the way they look and so it can be a challenge to all of us to actually bother 
to get to know someone before we rate them in our minds.  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17876268-shiloh?from_search=true


This problem with stereotypes in society has managed to create a new issue. Because the pressure to be like the ideal image is so strong many 
people are forced into becoming a certain way, in the process losing all individuality and uniqueness. Many people are afraid to be different 
but instead change themselves in order to be able to fit in.  
Merrick believes that there is an enemy watching the village. He keeps on seeing numerous eyes in the fields surrounding it. When he asks 
his friends if they can see the eyes too they all tell him that they can’t. People start thinking that he is a bit delusional, “Mad as Evander” they 
say. After hearing that no one else apart from himself can see these eyes he starts believing himself that he has gone mad. He becomes in 
danger of losing sight. One night he explains his fears to his father who then reasures him by saying, “Some men are looking, but at all the 
wrong things. Some hardly have eyes at all….. Don’t let the blind tell you what it is you see,” and again encourages him by saying “But a 
man’s not mad merely because he sees what others have yet to discern.” Through these words Merrick’s father helps him change his 
perspective. We can also apply these words to our own lives. Is there anything that people tell you about the way you think and act that they 
say, simply because you are different from them?  2:50 go even a bit slower  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------- 
In the book, every single person living in the Shadow Realm has a big gaping hole within themselves that needs to be filled with light. 
However many of them satisfy themselves with lantern light, when what they should be doing is looking for the sun. They can’t embrace the 
richness of life because they are barely surviving. Unlike these people, Evander decides to seize the day and set out. He desperately wants to 
embrace the richness of life but in its current state he can’t and so he acts now in order to create a better future for himself..  
I think that in a similar way to these characters we also have a space within ourselves that needs to be filled. Are you yourself embracing the 
richness of life, by filling it with what is needed, or are you too easily pleased? If you are aware of what is missing in your life, you can act 
now by going in search of it. And when you do find it, that is when you will truly be able to embrace the richness of life. Don’t be content 
with lantern light,  but like Evander have the courage to set out for the sun. After all, the only thing that can affect the future,  is 
what we do now.  
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11346.Sula?ac=1&from_search=true 
 
HIS Reads Script 
Round 1: (one minute)  
Sula, written by Toni Morrison, follows the lives of African American citizens in the city Medallion. Particularly Sula 
and Nel, two girls that become best friends earlier on in the book. Throughout the book, Sula can be seen not seizing 
the day, while Nel does. As the novel progresses, readers can see just how many opportunity can slip by us if we 
don’t try to look for them. 
Books are different. They are individual, with their own stories, just like us. By reading books, we are able to not only 
see through the perspectives of characters, but learn from their mistakes as well. This individual book can show 
readers the importance of life and its relation to opportunities. 
Round 2: (two minutes) 
Throughout the book, Nel can be seen making decisions working towards her future, while Sula does not.  
In the middle of the book, Nel catches Sula cheating with her husband, Jude. Although she becomes burdened with 
the pain of both her best friend and husband betraying her, she perseveres. Even after her husband left her with two 
sons after the incident, she perseveres. In this way, she showed that she was solution creator that perseveres by 
looking towards the future and taking the opportunities offered to make her life better. 
Later on, Nel hears that Sula is sick, and despite all the terrible things that happened after her best friend’s betrayal, 
Nel goes to visit her. She shows qualities of a socially and personally responsible individual who takes ownership of 
her identity and actions. She knew that through thick and thin, she still identified herself as Sula’s friend, and that she 
should mend things that happened between them to move on. 
Sula, on the other hand, can be seen not demonstrating many of the Huskies. She does not take responsibility for 
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her identity and actions by fleeing rather than facing the problem between her, Nel, and Jude. She is also not a 
solution creator who self reflects because through all of the morally wrong decisions she makes, she does not take 
time to look back. She ignores how others perceive her, and continues to make the same decisions that lead to 
mistakes, until it's finally too late to change things when she dies. We can learn from Sula. We can see that happy 
endings are only a possibility. Life gives you many hardships, but it’s up to you how you deal with it. 
Round 3: (three minutes) 
This book changes perspectives of how truly meaningful life is, and the opportunities we are given. Sula made many 
mistakes, but she was given just as many opportunities to redeem herself. One example was the time Nel confronted 
her to make amends, as mentioned before. Sula did not try to reach an agreement, which ended in the final split of 
their friendship. Many of us might not realize it, but while we are alive, we are capable of choosing how we want to 
live or who we want to be.  
This leads us to our next point about stereotypes. Many books stereotype that once entering a relationship, 
everything becomes okay. (Happily ever after). This book completely destroys that stereotype by continuously 
showing that relationships fall apart. There isn't one relationship between main characters that lasts in this book. 
Although I am a high school student and I understand that relationships come with hardships, this book was very 
real. So real that I would only recommend this book to high schoolers and above. It brought up many relationships 
that ended in single mothers taking care of multiple children alone. 
This connects to the issue of single parenting today. There were many single mothers in the book such as Eva 
(Sula's grandmother), Hannah (Sula's mother), and Nel. Eva, Sula's grandmother, faced single parenting while 
raising three children after her husband left her. She loses a leg raising money to support her family. Nel faces being 
a single mother after her husband Jude leaves her with two sons. This book continuously shows difficulty in 
parenting alone, and despite this book taking place in the 1900s, many still face the problem of single parenting 
today.  
Round 4: (1 minute) 
Sula did not, embrace the richness of life and make choices for the better and did not try to seize the opportunities 
given to her. So I have one task for you. To remember, as long as you are alive, you have the golden opportunity to 
keep changing your life for the better. Seize the day before it’s too late. 
 

 

 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22504701-roller-girl?from_search=true  
Round 1: why is reading important? 

Why is reading important? Why do we read books when we can watch movies instead? Why do we spend hours and 
days and weeks on reading books when we can spend just an hour or two on watching a movie? Have you ever 
thought why books exist in the first place? Reading is important because it develops our minds. It helps our brains to 
grow in positive ways. Reading my book is a good idea because it talks about friendship which is a large part of our 
lives. My book “Roller Girl” teaches us about friendship and how to keep it strong. A friendship of 9 years is about to 
fall apart and it seems like nothing can save it. But what usually saves a friendship? This book has so much drama 
that you will feel butterflies in your stomach while reading it. I recommend this book to people who care about others- 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22504701-roller-girl?from_search=true


who have friendships and want to make them stronger than it is. And isn’t that all of us? I strongly believe that it is 
something that everyone should do at least one in their lives.  
Round 2: Husky connection 

One thing Astrid showed me with her attitude is that she isn’t afraid to set high standards by being completely honest 
with her mum. Here Astrid shows me the husky- “Honest Learners and leaders who set high standards” by becoming 
a learner of the reality world. “Solution creators who self reflect” was another husky that Astrid showed to me when 
she was observing herself and summarizing how she improved. She made a conclusion on her progress, looked at 
others and realized that she could help someone else with the same challenge as hers. That was one of her goals 
that she achieved. ”And even though nothing had really changed- I still had an enemy plotting on me- i felt a lot 
better.”- were the words Astrid was saying in her head after she made a deal with her mom. Astrid became a 
knowledgeable thinker, who shows curiosity and interest in their real world. Astrid’s second goal was to keep her 
words to herself and try to use polite instead. Reading my book helped me develop my personal character by using 
some ways my book character did. For example, using weird and cool ways to make new friends or controlling your 
anger by trying out new several sports. But how can reading my book can help you to grow? As i already said in my 
1st round, my book is about making friendships stronger, so i think that giving some time to your friend to do different 
activities with someone else would be one of those ways. For instance, go out with a cousin or any other relative in a 
cafeteria or watch movies. Or you could do anything else to give your friend some space. There are different ways to 
do that. You’ll find out that there are many more pathways to your life that you can open after reading this book.  
Round 3:   
Reading is important because it builds up your personality. - It can affect someone’s life. It’s like having your own 
personal gallery which keeps all happy memories, even your bad ones.  
This book illuminates the issue that how often we hurt each other with our words. People say that words don’t hurt, 
but actions do. Do you think that words can hurt as much, as actions? Words can really hurt others, especially your 
close friends and family.  
My book challenges a stereotype that all true friends have fights. It’s true, but on the other hand we don’t have to, 
because in our days everyone thinks that drama is cool and a lot of fun. Challenging stereotypes is something Astrid 
would get at least once a week. She wouldn’t always face her challenges, but it would help her to understand how 
important life is.  
Changing perspective. I often, myself argue with my very close friends. It’s something that i do without thinking. This 
book changed my perspective and made me see that there is NO point in arguing and it’s useless. In this book Astrid 
changed herself. By the end of the book she was speaking differently to her friend and wasn’t acting, like the world’s 
stereotypical friendship.  
Round 4: A call to action 

“Roller girl” is a great book that talks about important life decisions. My book tells me to be more careful with the 
words I use and say especially when talking to a close friend, because sometimes we can accidently hurt one 
another with our words. In my book, Astrid- one of the protagonists isn’t careful with her words which becomes the 
challenge she plans to face. It took her some time and efforts for her to see herself that she can do it. It was pretty 
hard for her to do that. Fortunately, she does seize the day by accepting the challenge, overcoming her barriers and 
getting what she always wanted- no enemies. Isn’t that what we all want? I think that no one should have an enemy 
because it is a very harsh and unpleasant experience. So how do we avoid it? Seizing the day opens new changes 
and big opportunities to us in our lives, for example the main characters’ case- finding new ways to speak to people 
without hurting their feelings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


