
HIS Reads Presentation Outline 
Name: 
Book: 
 

Round 1: (one minute)  
●  Introduce chosen text: 

 
The book I decided to read is Uglies by Scott Westerfeld. This story takes place 

300 years in the future in a society that the government has almost complete control 
over, leaving the people with little freedom. One of the Government’s decisions is to 
give everyone an operation, in order to make them “pretty”, when they turn 16. People 
who have gotten the pretty operation live together with many privileges, these people - 
pretties - are separated from the uglies whom have not yet gotten the surgery and live 
with less privileges in a run down part of town.  

 
 The plot revolves around Tally, the protagonist, who looks forward to getting 

the pretty surgery so that she can go live with her newly turned, pretty, best friend 
uptown.  The plot thickens when Tally meets Shay, a rebellious Ugly who is against the 
idea of the pretty surgery. Adversely to Tally, Shay is against the operation and invites 
Tally to run away with her to join a group of people who live out in the wilderness called 
the smoke. Tally denies Shay’s offer but unfortunately, when the day for her pretty 
operation came, the secret police blackmailed her into going to find the smoke: if she doesn't 
help, the government will not let Tally become a pretty. Later, Tally is faced with the choice 
to protect Shay and the people of the smoke, or to give up their location in order to get the 
pretty operation that she always wanted.  
 

- Uglies by Scott Westerfeld  
- 300 years future in a dystopian society run profusely by the Government  
- everyone is turned "Pretty" by extreme cosmetic surgery upon reaching the age 16 
- And the people are divided by this 
- People who have gotten surgery- pretties live privileges pretty town, uglies live 

in ugly town  
- Plot revolves - tally - protagonist - looks forward to getting the pretty surgery so she 

move in best friend peris pretty town  
- Before the day scheduled for her surgery, tally meets shay, an ugly who is against 

the operation  
- Eventually, Shay invites tally to run away with her to a place called the smoke to 

avoid getting surgery  
- Together who rebels against society's enforced conformity, after her newfound 

friends Shay and David show her the downsides to becoming a "Pretty" 
 
 
 Show how your text promotes the value of reading: 
 
Uglies challenges the idea that people should be judged by their appearance, hence 
promoting the value of reading because it shows that books offer valuable life lessons.  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmetic_surgery


This promotes the value of reading because it really makes people reassess their morals and 
how they judge people  
 
Round 2: (two minutes) 

● Show how your text promotes character development through the lens of the HIS 
HUSKIES.  

● HUSKY 1 and connection to text: 
 
Honest learners and readers who are self-motivated and self-directed: A main theme in 
Uglies is self direction because it highlights the transition from Tally’s decision to be 
pretty like everyone else to becoming self directed and choosing her own path - to go 
against society, protecting the smoke and remaining ugly.  
 

● HUSKY 2 and connection to text: 
 
Honest learners and readers who make ethical and moral choices: The climax of Uglies 
revolves around Tally’s struggle to make the decision to either protect the people of the 
smoke and remain ugly or to give up their destination to the secret police and become 
pretty. 
 
 
 

● HUSKY 3 and connection to text: 
 
Socially & Personally Responsible Individuals who take ownership for their identity and actions: Tally 
has a strong moral compass and when is faced with the decision to turn the people of the smoke in for her 
own benefit or to protect them she becomes at war with herself over which choice to make. Eventually, 
Tally sides with the smoke and though dangerous, tells them her previous plan of turning them in to the 
secret police.  
 

Round 3: (three minutes) 
●  Show how your text changes perspective: 

 
 

● And/or challenges stereotypes): 
 
Uglies challenges stereotypes because it’s main character is faced with choices we make 
in real life, though higher in magnitude, about judging people before we get to know 
them due to their looks.  
 
In real life we are often told not to judge a book by the cover. In Uglies, the reader is 
looking through the viewpoint of a person in a society that assumes a person’s worth by 
their looks. Because of this, people are given the “gift”, of being put through an 
operation to make them pretty, by the government. This theme amplifies, bringing the 
idea that,  people are judged by their looks, to extreme levels and challenges this 
stereotype.  
 
And/or illuminates issues relevant to the surrounding culture/society 



 
This illuminates how image is maybe too influential in society today, and that there is 
more to a person than just how they look.  
 

**5 minute break** 
Round 4:  

● Show how your text connect’s to the theme: “Without dreams and goals, life is 
an endless stream of days that have little connection or meaning.”: 

 
- In uglies, by the age of 16, everyone is forced to get a surgery to make them 

“pretty”. The majority of the people don’t challenge this and even look forward 
to it. However, these people don’t know that the surgery to turn people pretty 
also gives them brain damage in order to make them more susceptible to demand, 
so that they are easier to manage.  

- If no one challenged this, people would go on to live under the tyranny of this 
corrupt government and would not be able to make their own choices in life. 
Ultimately, under this government, without the freedom to live the way the 
people like with their own dreams and goals, life is an endless stream of days that 
have little connection or meaning because everyone is brainwashed to believe 
and behave in the same way.  

- The character’s Tally and Shay challenge this throughout the story and set their 
own dreams and goals to in order to alter this corrupt system  

 
● Show how your text calls the audience to action in a compelling way: 
- This text induces thought about, and helps people appreciate, things that are more 

important than image in society. 
 



HIS Reads Presentation Outline 
Name: Ethan 
Book: The Rest of Us Just Live Here by Patrick Ness 
 

Round 1:  (one minute)  
●  Introduce chosen text: 

 
My book The Rest of Us Just Live Here by Patrick Ness follows Mike, a high-school 
senior with severe OCD and depression, and his friends struggling with living their 
lives in a town where vampire attacks aren’t rare and their school exploding happens 
almost annually. In Mike’s school, many of the students are referred to as the ‘indie 
kids’. These are the ones chosen to stop ghost invasions or prevent Immortal 
psychopaths from creating portals to hell. However, none of the main characters are 
indie kids. This is part of the reason why my book promotes reading, as it provides a 
unique read as it is a fantasy book following the characters usually put into the 
background. It also shows a protagonist who is relatable, despite him living in a 
fantasy world. 
 

●  Show how your text promotes the value of reading:  
I connected these two in the above paragraph^ 
 

 
 
Round 2:  (two minutes) 

● Show how your text promotes character development through the lens of the 
HIS HUSKIES.  

● HUSKY 1 and connection to text: 
 
I20 Internationally Minded Citizens who understand cultural and personal differences 

All the main characters, Mike, Mel, Henna, Jared, and Nathan, are good examples of this 
Husky. Jared, and later found out Nathan, are both gay and totally supported by the rest. 
Jared’s dad is even the political opposition to Mike and Mel’s very career-driven 
politician mother, but they are still good friends. Nathan has moved many times in his life 
and has learned to get along with everyone, even the indie kids. 

 
● HUSKY 2 and connection to text: 

 
S28 Socially & Personally Responsible Individuals who pursue physical and mental health: 

Mike does this through going to a psychiatrist for his OCD and depression, Mel does this 
by getting Mike to help her stay well-fed, and Jared does this by being on the varsity 
football team. 

 
 



● HUSKY 3 and connection to text: 
 
S11 Solution creators who demonstrate resilience and flexibility 

Mike, the primary character, shows resilience and flexibility when he takes his sister 
almost dying, multiple attacks on his city, a constantly drunken and unresponsive father, 
a initially cold and uncaring mother, getting in a car crash, and other problems in his 
stride. He manages to stay calm and help protect his friends. Mel and Henna also 
demonstrate resilience when Mel is a recovering anorexic and Henna, whose brother she 
was close to ran away. 

 
Round 3: (three minutes) 

●  Show how your text changes perspective: 
● And/or challenges stereotype(s): 
● And/or illuminates issues relevant to the surrounding culture/society 

Having the main character’s older sister, Mel, be a recovering anorexic, pointing out that she 
actually had died for a second in an ambulance after collapsing due to malnutrition. They also 
point out that she had to get held back a year because she was in the hospital so long, and that 
she physically isn’t the same since. 
The main character, Mike, has extreme OCD and depression, and there is an amazing scene part 
way through the book between him and his psychiatrist that helps illuminate what he goes 
through and how he can better himself. As a person with OCD, I recognized feeling a lot of his 
feelings throughout the book- touching all the corners of a book or having to tap something a 
certain number of times for example.  
Throughout the book, there is a clear divide between the main characters and who they call the 
‘indie kids’ a large group of kids at their school who are always chosen by deities to close portals 
or rid the town of ghosts or vampires, typical fantasy hero types. The divide is purely social, they 
don’t fight or anything, they just don’t seem to have much in common. In the last couple 
chapters, however, they become closer to a couple ‘indie kids’ after their high school blows up 
(sans kids). This shows that different social classes of people and those with seemingly nothing 
in common can join together peacefully. 
 

**5 minute break** 
Round 4 :  (how many minutes?) 

● Show how your text connect’s to the theme: “Without dreams and goals, life 
is an endless stream of days that have little connection or meaning.”: 

Mike and his friends’ primary goal is simply to graduate before their school explodes 
again. However, there are a lot of secondary goals that are important to each of their 
day to day lives. Mike has a goal to ask Henna out, Jared has a goal to stay away 
from his grandmother’s business, Mel has a goal to continue being un-anorexic. 
These goals define many of their decisions throughout the day, and without these 
goals the characters would be less interesting. 



● Show how your text calls the audience to action in a compelling way: 
I think my book calls the audience to action by highlighting the effect certain things like Mike 
and Mel’s dad’s alcoholism and Mel’s anorexia can have on people’s lives, and how we need to 
not be so quick to judge others because we might not know their whole story. 



1. Teaches you so much knowledge. Bring you to many different places from a lost island to as close as Japan. You 
could look through, someone else's eyes. Feel how THEY feel and think. Experience something you yourself might 
not experience in your whole life. Like seeing a sparkling vampire, or talking to dolphins, who are mammals by the 
way.  

- Reading opens imagination and do you not think that that is just magical? 
- My book, Caraval is valuable bcuz it shows sister-love and emphasizes that you should not let someone 

control your life. The book pulled me in as it sounded, cliche yet interesting as why would they take the 
time to try to emphasize “Remember it’s only a game”, when it's just someone trying running away from 
her father? 

2. In the start, Scarlett didn't know who she was. But she was an honest learner and leader. She was very 
self-directed and self motivated. Her sister’s safety was her motivation, which was the pillar to this book.  

- When the book started to form, she became a knowledgeable thinker and also a socially and personally 
responsible individual, as first of all she’d shown curiosity and interest in the world of caraval. From 
beginning to the end, Scarlett was mesmerized with what Caraval could do. 

- Scarlett had also thought her whole life was controlled by her father, and that the only way to escape was to 
be with a count she had never met before and had only been interacting through letters that were carefully 
monitored by her father. But after a lot of adventure and magic, 

- She had finally learnt to take ownership for her own identity and actions.“For years her father tore her 
down. Over and over, she had let him. She’d allowed him to make her feel worthless and powerless. But 
she was neither of those things.” (Garber 312).  

- Her new personality also doubles in strength when she actually meets the count in Caraval. As it turns out 
that her mysterious ‘saviour’ count, she was so keen about, was actually working with her father to bring 
her back to where she didn’t want to be the most, her own home  

3. Caraval. If you read the summary you might think, It’s a “stereotypical book” but don’t let it deceive you because 
the characters are very unique and sheds light to many big issues 

- illuminating was domestic violence. Both verbal AND physical. Scarlett and her sister were both victims. 
This connects to what’s happening in the world right now, on how people are now shedding a light on 
domestic violence. And with that there are now, more people and organizations that stand up to domestic 
violence.  

- Changing perspectives. In the beginning, everyone is believed that the mysterious count is a kind person 
trying to save the sisters. But after actually meeting him, Scarlett had realized that he wasn’t who she 
thought he was. And this is like the internet nowadays. Twitter dm etc. You never know who is behind the 
screen just like how Scarlett didn’t really know the count who was just hiding behind words 

- I’ve heard several times that there is this stereotype, where if someone ‘stays’ with that violent partner, that 
person is weak. But this book totally challenges that stereotype. “But wedding a man she’d never seen 
frightened Scarlett far less than the thought of staying on Trisda” (Garber 15). It shows how even if the 
person wanted to leave that violent partner, there are many other obstacles, normal people don’t see.  

4. “Without dreams and goals, life is an endless stream of days that have little connection or meaning.”  
- Caraval itself shows this year's theme. As when Scarlett was filled with hope and goals, Caraval was bright 

and full of laughter but when she had lost all, it became colourless and empty. Giving no meaning to 
Caraval. 

- Call to action - domestic violence. Call TELL, talk to the person who you think might be a victim. Don’t 
ignore it, and NEVER give the slightest idea that domestic violence is ok.  

- So remember, “What happens beyond this gate may frighten or excite you, but don’t let any of it trick you. 
We will try to convince you it’s real, but all of it is a performance.” (Garber 77). 



Round 1 (why is literature valuable) - 1 minute 
 
College, family, school, relationships, work, stress; some of the many things most of us 
are dealing with right now. We worry and stress out so much, because we want to go to 
our first-choice university, because we don’t want to let our parents down, because we 
don’t want to look like a failure in other people’s eyes. But just imagine having all those 
worries disappear just like that *snaps fingers* in a flash of darkness, and waking up in 
a place where sunlight never kisses your skin, your bed is the dirt, and every second that 
passes feels like death is closing in on you, ready to take you. All those goals and dreams 
for the future become meaningless, and the only true desire you have is just one crumb 
of bread, one restful night, one drop of water. The only true desire you have is to survive.  
 
That is what happened to Lucy Cunningham, a teenage, high school, girl who worried 
about her future, and then disappeared.  
 
Reading is valuable, because it can open our eyes to the problems that occur in society 
and in the world. This book, wish you were dead, can open your eyes to how futile those 
worries are, how privileged yet ungrateful people are, and how dangerous the world can 
really be.  
 
Round 2 (How do characters display the huskies) - 2 minutes 
 
The choices we make can have a huge impact on our lives. All humans strive for a 
balanced, harmonious life in which we temper and ground ourselves in virtues. The 
HUSKIES is a guideline of virtues we should strive for so that we can make our goals 
and dreams a reality. This book is a prime example of how bad choices can result in 
terrible consequences; a book that shows that bad choices can’t be avoided unless we are 
grounded in three of the HUSKIES virtues: understanding collaborators, effective 
communicators, and solution creators.  
 
Wish You Were Dead is a story that shows how people’s egocentrism and lack of 
communication can literally kill other people. A terrible result of a bad choice.  
 
Lucy Cunningham, a popular girl, gets kidnapped and is brutally sentenced to die, 
because one person couldn’t look past Lucy’s high school act and understand her. The 
same happened for Adam, Lucy’s ex-boyfriend. Then it happened to Courtney, Adam’s 
lover and the protagonist’s best friend. And then, It was Madison’s, the protagonist’s 
turn. One by one, teenagers are taken and sentenced to die, because both sides were 



unwilling or didn’t care to understand each other, and so one side decided to take brutal 
actions.  
 
We know  from experience that every disagreement or dispute originates from 
conflicting perspectives. And, something incredibly minor can escalate to something 
huge because both parties don’t have the intent to understand.  
This book shows through a counterexample that skills like these, understanding, 
collaborating and effective communicating, are necessary to prevent conflict from 
escalating and ultimately prevent something that could lead to our own demise.  
 
Everyone struggles. We all struggle differently and these characters struggled to survive. 
They were put in a place that is unimaginable to each and every one of us. Some of them 
survived; some of them didn’t. The difference between those who did and those who 
didn’t was one HUSKIES trait: solution creator. Those who survived were solution 
creators who self-reflected and persevered. They reflected on the mistakes they made 
that put them in such a horrific place and they persevered through that torture.  
 
We all struggle and we all make bad choices sometimes. But what can ultimately make 
the difference between success and failure, or a harmonious life and a self-inflicted 
death, is the virtues of understanding, communicating, and solution creating.  
 
Round 3 (How does the book challenge stereotypes, change perspective, and illuminate 
issues) - 3 minutes 
 
I quote “We all stereotype, don’t we? How many of you have been in an airport and saw 
someone who looked Middle Eastern and felt nervous that this person might be a 
terrorist? Or walked down a block at night and saw a black man approaching? Or saw 
some guy come to school wearing a long black trench coat?” Our judgement of people 
who have never committed a crime comes from the characteristics of those who have. If 
those characteristics match, then that innocent person is a criminal. This book 
challenges these stereotypes, these pre-perceived judgements of people, when the 
murderer is revealed to be someone you would not expect. 
 
The thing with humans is that they fulfil their desires based on a hierarchy of needs. It’s 
like this pyramid-looking structure and we can climb that pyramid to the next level, only 
if we have fulfilled the previous one. All humans, all humans, start on the bottom. The 
bottom level of this pyramid is our basic needs, which include safety needs and 
physiological needs such as food, water, warmth, sleep. Once those needs are met we 
move up to the next level which is psychological needs, which include esteem needs, 
such as the feeling of accomplishment and love needs such as intimate relationships and 
friends. On the top is the self-fulfilment need, which is when one is attempting to 
achieve one’s full potential. We, you me him, we are quite high on this pyramid. We are 



probably on the self-esteem level, in which our desires are to do things that make us feel 
happy and successful. However, about 800 million people in this world do not have 
their basic needs met. They are on the very bottom of the pyramid. They are starving; 
they are suffering; they are dying.  
 
But how many of us really care? How many of us actually take action through 
volunteering, donating, service? Not many, because what doesn’t touch us, doesn’t hurt 
us. And what doesn’t hurt us, is not our problem. That in itself is a problem, an issue of 
the world.  And how this book illuminates that is by having people like us, privileged, 
high on the pyramid, be dragged down to where “we” start starving, suffering, and 
dying.  
 
The thought of everything being taken away from you at any moment is terrifying. It is 
scary. And after reading this book, although I didn’t physically experience that situation, 
I did feel it. I would have difficulty swallowing, I would feel my mouth get drier the more 
I read, I could sense the horripilation on my skin. I was feeling what the characters in 
this book were feeling when they were taken away from their comfortable lives and 
stripped off from their dignity. It was almost impossible to imagine something like that 
happening, to any of us. Because you know, Japan, it’s so safe. But a little town like 
Soundview, where these crimes took place, was also “safe”. And so it made me question 
“how safe are we really”. This book shows us that the world’s problems are our problems 
too. You might not feel it now, but after reading this book, you will. It changed my 
perspective in the sense that I should always be appreciative of what I have, and so 
should you, because at any moment it can just disappear.  
 
 
Round 4 (connect to theme and inspire audience) - 1 minute 
 
Everyone, please, grab hold of this. This right here is what makes us human. The fact 
that our frontal cortex is more developed is what makes us different from wild animals. 
This is the thing that gives us the ability to think, reflect, reason, desire, and make 
decisions.  
So if this is what’s supposed to make us different, even though we aren’t living like wild 
animals, why do we still act like ‘em?  
Yes, we call ourselves humans, but are we really that humane? We have this wonderful 
ability to think about our desires  and to make choices based on those desires, but in the 
process of developing this ability, where have we lost our ability to be human? To 
understand others? To be kind to others?  To care about others? Isn’t that what we 
should be aiming for? 
This might sound very cynical, but after reading a book in which you indirectly 
experienced a situation in which you would Wish You Were Dead, makes you start 
thinking differently. So, I won’t call you to act, but I will call you to think: Do you even 
care? And if you don’t, why not? 



Round 1 

Reading will give us experiences and knowledge through what characters faced and 

learned. Books deliver important messages. In the book I’m going to introduce, it is said that 

difference between individuals would be accepted and could be understood. 

“A Mango-Shaped Space”, sets the situation where Mia faces isolation due to 

synesthetes, ability to see colours in letters, sounds and numbers. This was a new start for her. 

Realizing she is different, she thought that no one would understand her, and she starts to 

isolate herself from the society she was living in without realizing it. Afterwards, she learns that 

she was isolating herself from everyone, not someone else. She learns that love and care is 

always offered, not regarding any personal differences. 

This book is really valuable, because everyone thinks that they are different, and that 

new start, new difference is bad and that is causing their problems, but after reading this book, 

perspective will change. Being different doesn’t mean to live in a different world, and it doesn’t 

mean that you have to change yourself to match people around you. This book tells us that you 

have to be yourself all the time, since everyone will understand and accept you, and there’s no 

meaning to isolate yourself just because you are different. And that is why “A Mango-Shaped 

Space” is valuable and worth reading. Thank you. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Round 2 

Mia, a protagonist of “A Mango-Shaped Space” have developed under the lens of all the 

HUSKIES. 

Mia has developed under the lens of all of the HUSKIES, especially H, I, and S. 

Experiencing that being different is not a bad thing, rather normal, she learns to be 

internationally minded person who respects difference, including a huge difference happened in 

herself after realizing that she has synesthetes. Connecting to that, she realizes that she can be 

and should be honest because she learns that people around her is trustworthy, which 

demonstrates H of the HUSKIES, honest learners and listeners. Last of all, she becomes a 

solution creator, who finds solution for her loneliness. Mia finds something important,a solution 

for her change, a new start, that love and care is always offered, not regarding any personal 



differences and so that there is no reason to change yourself for the others. And these dramatic 

changes through the lens of the HUSKIES promotes Mia’s dramatic character development in 

my book, “A Mango-Shaped Space”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Round 3 

Issues in the world today seems to have a huge scale that we can’t understand or have 

an influence on. And because of this, people tend to look away from these issues. In my book, a 

protagonist, Mia faces isolation due to her ability to see colors beyond colors. This book 

persuades readers to have broad views and to be aware of world issues, especially isolation. 

Isolation is fearful since it won’t give people chance to express who they are, and this leads to a 

huge misunderstanding among people. 

When Mia realizes that she have synesthetes, and started to feel that she is different 

from others, she starts to isolate herself from the world and society she was living in. She 

thought that people with synesthetes are the only ones who can understand her. One reason 

that this book is unique and should be read by every one of the students is that this book 

portraits different views towards isolation. In this book, isolation was created by people who are 

suffering from isolation. Usually, people think that isolation is caused by the outsiders, however, 

by reading this book, we are able to learn that there are isolation made by themselves, by 

people who are suffering from it. Reading this book gives the readers broad view on isolation 

and makes aware of it. 

Connecting to that, my book challenges a stereotype, stating “being different is bad, and 

if you are different, you can’t stay in the same place”. Mia, thinking that she is very different by 

having synesthetes, thinks that she belongs to a different world. However, at the end of the 

book when a significant incident occurs on Mia, she realizes that everyone else was caring 

about her even though she was different. In the last chapter of this book, Mia becomes a friend 

with Roger, a boy who is colourblind, and learns that her world with tons of colours and Roger’s 



world with no colours, could be connected and could be understood even though they are 

different. This shows that being different is not a bad thing, it’s rather normal and those 

differences could be understood. This book, by challenging the stereotype, tells us readers that 

it doesn’t mean you should or have to isolate yourself just because you are different. You could 

be understood, and you will be understood, so there is no way that you are going to isolate 

yourself just because you are different. This book, by challenging stereotypes, offers us readers 

a chance, an opportunity to express who we truly are. We can’t close up our feelings and 

personalities. Wendy Mass, author of this book gives us teenagers idea on how self-discovery, 

self-acceptance, and expressing ourselves are significantly important. 

A new perspective could be discovered by reading this book, and this message makes 

“A Mango-Shaped Space” a valuable book to read. Many things happen in our life, and I have 

experienced dramatic changes that I struggled to adapt to. And I thought that change is a 

negative thing that doesn’t have to happen, and that it is abnormal. However, after reading this 

book, this perspective changed. At the end of the book, Mia’s father tells Mia that “change is 

normal.” Being different and having dramatic changes in life is sometimes super hard, but I 

learned that changes and differences happen in our life and we have to accept the fact that it 

will happen, and we have to accept the change and differences that happens. 

I highly recommend this book to every one of you, since it illustrates different 

stereotypes, ongoing world issues, and multiple perspective towards one thing. I believe that 

this will give you readers broad idea, and new perspective that will eventually become your 

knowledge that can change your life and the world. Thank you. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Round 4 

This book demonstrates all the HUSKIES, give examples of what world issues and 

stereotypes are, and most of all, gives a strong message towards the reader. 

This book demonstrates every HUSKIES, and I think that is one reason that I suggest 

this book, because we are the students that have to demonstrate them, and this book tells us 

how having all the HUSKIES aspects are important and extremely difficult and why we should 

cherish them. 



This book sheds light on world’s ongoing issues and stereotypes. It’s a book worth 

reading to broad our view, and understand what the world is like. 

This book delivers important message towards the reader. Everyone thinks that they are 

different and that is bad, but after reading this book, perspective will change. Being different 

doesn’t mean staying in different places, and it doesn’t mean that you have to change yourself 

to match people around you. This can change our views towards ourselves, and we can learn 

that expressing our ideas, thoughts and personality is a great thing. This book tells us that you 

have to be yourself all the time, since everyone will understand and accept you. 

And that is why “A Mango-Shaped Space” is valuable and worth reading. 

 
 
 
 



 

● Forgot the content ---why--experience--meal 
● Inner thoughts-- how we perceive things 
● friends betrayed you--Hassan--For you, a thousand times over. 
●  U betrayed friends--Amir--There is always a way to be good again. 
● theme--arrogance lead to chaos and repression while forgiveness and justice lead to freedom and 

dream. 
 

● Diverse, multicultural community--respect basis communication 
● HUSKIES--display courtesy and respect for themselves and others. 
● Amir’s wealthy dad--respect--Hassan--Hazara, an ethnic group (make up the lowest)--P2 
● even though betray--persistent loyalty 
● HUSKIES--reliability and commitment which made him a socially and personally responsible 

individuals. 
● Amier rescued Hassan’s son 
● HUSKIES--self reflect as a solution creator  
● Amir--action instead of inaction, selflessness instead of selfishness.  
● this streak of good deed and self-reflect will atone for his betrayal of Hassan. 

 
● atheist don’t believe in god.-- prominent theme in Bible--The act of forgiving didn't come easy  
● Hassan changed my perspective by showing his persistent forgiveness towards Amir- P357 
● forgiveness--overcome anger, bitterness, revenge 
● challenge stereotype--most people think betrayal is unforgivable.  
● Amir’s dad failed Hassan, and he paid back by contributing to the society.  P302 
●  if you are the one who failed somebody else, there is always a way to be good again 
● Issue--chaotic situation in Afghanistan 
● background-- Soviets invade Afghanistan, firing the neighbourhoods.  
● Beside portrays the relationship between H&A 
● the whole scenario was set in years of conflicts in Afghanistan.  
● Even Amir--says the same thing as well: P25.  
● Author--There are a lot of children in Afghanistan, but little childhood. 

 
● theme - forgiveness, redemption.  
● idea --ultimate goal and dream in life - to have no regret in the end. 
●  You don’t own anyone anything. You don’t let anyone down in the end.  
● Most importantly, you don’t let yourself down. 
●  Amir betrayed Hassan by running away and he adopted Hassan’s son in the end while Amir’s father 

built orphanage, and helped poor to redeem himself.  
● We are all humans. We make mistakes constantly.  
● The thing matter is what we are going to do after we made mistakes.  
● There is always a way to be good again. 

 



● Quick Book name and own name.  
● “Fahrenheit 451” is a fun little book which is about burning books! 

Isn’t that interesting? Why would you want to read a book about 
burning said books? It’s because this book shows us a future which 
may not be too far away from where we are currently standing. 
Fahrenheit 451 is set in a future where peace has been achieved and, 
where, everyone in the United States is perfectly fine without books. 
They have all these new techs to play with and keep them company. 

● Books became something which promoted creativity, or ideas which 
would “disrupt” the community; ruin the peace which the government 
finally achieved. So when Guy Montag, the protagonist, finds a book 
inside a burning house and decides to keep it? That’s where our 
adventure begins, and also our important step into why literature is 
such a strong and powerful creation we as humans must keep and 
protect.  

 
● The connection between a character in the book and the person 

reading it becomes closely linked as the reader advances more and 
more into the plot. And as a character develops some traits which can 
serve he or she in the future, then it also becomes part of the reader as 
we go on the journey to achieve it with the character themselves. 
Which HUSKIES does this book relate to? I would probably choose 
the: 

● "Honest Learners and Leaders who are self-motivated and 
self-directed",  

● “Knowledgeable thinker who show curiosity and interest in their 
world” and finally  

● “Socially and Personally Responsible Individuals who take 
ownership for their identity and actions”.  

● Why would I choose these specific HUSKIES you ask? It’s because 
Montag, the main protagonist of this book, is always curious and 
taking action according to his own beliefs, curious of what life really 
means to him and his wife Mildred and belief in what was the real 



reason behind why books were illegal.  
● "You weren't there, you didn't see," he said. "There must be 

something in books, things we can't imagine, to make a 
woman stay in a burning house; there must be something 
there. You don't stay for nothing" (Bradbury). This quote 
challenges the Honest learners and Solution creator part of the HIS 
Huskies. Montag starts questioning his own reasons behind book 
burning; self motivating and acting according to his own identity 
crisis, basically going against what is the status quo.  

● "I've heard rumours; the world is starving, but we're 
well-fed. Is it true, the world works hard and we play? I've 
heard the rumours about hate, too, once in a long while, 
over the years. Maybe the books can get us half out of the 
cave. They just might stop us from making the same damn 
insane mistakes!" This quote represents the “Knowledgeable 
thinker who show curiosity and interest in their world” of the HIS 
Huskies. I did a bit of research on this specific quote and it sounds 
quite similar to that of Plato’s Allegory of the Cave. The reference or 
“similarity” here is that everyone inside the cave is ignorant, ignorant 
of the world outside of its dark chambers. The enlightened man is 
the man who removes his shackles and walks out of the cave 
into the real world (Plato). The idea here is that books are what 
enables Montag to walk out of his cave. So you might ask yourselves 
about Plato and the Book Burning. Our world is similar to the 
world in “Fahrenheit 451” because we have everything they have; 
except the burning of books. But does more knowledge truly equal 
understanding? Understanding of ourselves and the society we live 
in?  

 
● This book impacts society because of its overall meaning behind the 

story: Society being run by technology can lead to the destruction of 
social conversations and communications between the past and 
present in the form of books. This can be seen throughout the book as 



Montag makes his journey through his sanity and his now newly 
developed doubt against everything real in front of him.  

● One stereotype this book challenges, to me, is the stereotype of how 
the amount of technology can define how successful or how happy 
one person or family is. In this book it's exactly that; the amount of 
technology one family has became everything, a trend which is 
expected by everyone. Furthermore, Bradbury takes it to another level 
as his main character, Montag, challenges these soulless creatures 
who have been swallowed whole by the deep void of the screen which 
inhabits the house of every person or persons in this book.  

● Pg 21 “He stood” (Bradbury). This specific little chat tells us plenty 
of the life of Guy Montag (yes that's his name), and it also illuminates 
the problems in the world we have now. Everything is so orderly; like 
its being acted upon a great big script. Everyone’s response to 
whatever someone says is like it's programmed into our brain to react 
specifically at the specific things someone saids. By “a problem” I 
mean it’s a global issue. Nowadays, I see kids as small as 5 with 
iPhones and iPads just sitting there playing with it. Now what they do 
is none of my business, but I can’t get the thought out of my mind just 
asking constantly: “Should a small kid like that be using an iPad all 
the time? Shouldn't they experience how to make friends and play 
with them outside or something?” but that’s the sad reality of the 
world we live in currently. With technology advancing every year, it’s 
hard to not use technology available to us to keep a small kid from 
crying over every small tiny thing; but shouldn't we? In our world, 
technology is viewed as a sign of wealth. iPhones, Laptops, fancy cars, 
etc. However is this really thinking healthy? If we allow future 
generations to be influenced by the multitude of businesses pushing 
new technology, where does that leave ourselves and the new 
generation? In a world where stories have helped shape human 
identity & also our society, what would happen if we were to replace 
books with technology? Who will we become? 

 



● My book, Fahrenheit 451 illuminates world issues and stereotypes 
which makes us question our lives. Shows multiple HUSKIES that 
WE as a student of HIS need in order to grow ourselves, and most 
importantly, teaches us value of reading. Moving on technologically is 
perfectly fine, in fact, I believe it’s the right thing to do.  

● But as we progress on the ladder of human advancement, the need for 
books will eventually become less and less as everything becomes 
virtual. And like in the book Fahrenheit 451, the books will sooner or 
later become digitalized, making it so that no one has to really “read” 
the books. Now the call to action would be: Why get rid of paper 
books? Why can’t we keep them a separate collection of a kind? After 
all we’ve been cutting trees down for centuries, making paper out of 
it. Why stop now? Yes trees are decreasing in number, but what’s 
stopping us from throwing or burning the books that are already 
made? That’s what I want to just keep out there as we advance in 
technology! Thanks for listening!  

 
 
 
 



My book is “Romeo and Juliet”, which is the nerdiest thing you could say, except “Look at my YuGiOh 
collection”. Not only is the book masterfully written with loads of literary tricks, it shows how beautiful love 
can be. I can safely assume that all of you in the audience know that Romeo and Juliet is about love. Love 
can overcome all obstacles, drive you through life as a strong, unmoving goal, and enrich your life. 

If it doesn't end your life. 

As much as there is great love, there is great, sustained hate between the families, which makes their love 
an impossibility. As much as there was love from Romeo to Juliet and from Juliet to Romeo, the hate built up 
over the years tore them asunder, and in the end, they die a martyr, a moral lesson not only for the houses to 
cease the feud, but for young lovers to, excuse my slang, take it easy. 

Reading provides intellectual stimulation and challenges your preconceptions. Shakespeare's purposeful, 
meaningful language gives intellectual stimulation, and his framing of the issue of love challenges your 
preconceptions. 

 

H3 Honest Learners & Leaders who set high standards 

Before meeting Juliet anonymously in the masquerade, Romeo had no focus in life, and was sulking over a 
woman he can’t get. However, after his ardent enamoration with Juliet, the focus of his life became getting 
together with her, against all odds and the affinities of his families, especially getting past Tybalt, the 
hot-blooded relative of Juliet’s, to whom he loses Benvolio, his own one. 

K14 Knowledgeable Thinkers who are confident and explore new experiences 

Given the long history of hatred between the houses, it would have been a risk for Romeo, even if he 
weren’t melancholy at the time, to follow Benvolio and Mercutio to a feast at the Capulets’ mansion. And 
that adventurousness gave Romeo a new purpose in life, a new chance to find what it is that he wants to be. 
And as for Juliet, here is where we bleed into the next virtue, pun intended: 

S9 Solution Creators who persevere 

Juliet already had an arranged engagement with Paris, the rich boy Mr. Fantastic. But the encounter that 
night made both Romeo and Juliet determined to find a way to get together, and as far as we can see, so did 
Friar Lawrence, who wedded the two secretly the following day. In addition, Juliet’s Nurse was asked to 
make a rope ladder for Romeo to climb the following night, which, after a conflict resulting in Juliet’s 
kinsman Tybalt and Romeo’s kinsman Mercutio dying, Romeo used to climb up her balcony in order to get 
between the sheets, between Juliet’s legs, between two acts of the play. 

However, the last solution cautions you that fixating too much on said plans may drive you to your doom. 
Friar Lawrence gives Juliet a potion inducing a temporary but convincing death-like effect, and Romeo a 
messenger to inform him. The message doesn’t arrive, and the story ends with, as you know, a double 
suicide. Fixation is to be had in controlled doses, lest you perish. 

 

   



I’d like to start with a quotation: In the very words of the bard, “My naked weapon is out.” My naked 
weapon… is out. Ponder on that for a moment. 

First of all, Romeo and Juliet may be seen as a boring, outdated piece of stageplay that has lost its 
relevance in this day and age. But the feud of the Capulets and the Montagues are reflective of current 
society in this very moment. Xenophobia results in unjustified hatred that takes countless lives not only in 
war but via simple governmental neglect. Borders are closed between unfriendly nations. Even within a 
nation, different factions are less than amicable. Like between Polish Americans and Portorican Americans 
in West Side Story, or between African-American communities and miscellaneous “General American” 
white communities, not segregated by mandate but segregated by choice. Seeing how such a premise leads 
to such a tragic, gory outcome, we are prompted to question our surroundings. Romeo and Juliet illuminates 
issues. 

Another way Romeo and Juliet punches society is by challenging the stereotype that Shakespeare’s works 
are all lofty, pretentious, and no longer relevant or accessible. But the existence of annotated versions like 
the one I read, and even translations from Early Modern English to this thing that I’m talking right now, 
means that all the raunchy details and comic relief comes across nearly as vividly as its original form. In 
fact, Romeo and Juliet is full of double entendres and for-the-masses humor. Some snippets from the 
conversation of the two Capulets, Gregory and Sampson, before they provoke the Montagues, are: “I strike 
quickly, being moved.” and “To move is to stir, and to be valiant is to stand.” This exchange gets a really 
different connotation when you learn, in Early Modern English, that “moved” means “aroused” and “stand” 
means . . . what do you suppose? 

Finally, it’s often observable that students consider  reading “classics” to be boring. Some secondary 
teachers out there can attest, I reckon. Reading is boring? Not quite so, especially with the existence of 
annotated versions, especially “No Fear Shakespeare”, available in full online. When you find Romeo and 
Juliet to be as proletarian as it was intended to be, it changes perspective. 

 

If it’s about anything, Romeo and Juliet is about love between two persons, but it is also about hate 
between “two households both alike in dignity”. Love connects people, gives life a meaning, and creates 
“humanity”. But hate is a much stronger, more “human” emotion; in a way, this story is a caution similar to 
that from the Black Eyed Peas: 

But if you only have love for your own race / Then you only leave space to discriminate 
And to discriminate only generates hate / And when you hate then you're bound to get irate 

Love is a beautiful thing, and letting it grow should be the first priority for all of us. Who are your 
Montagues? Who are your Capulets? What can you do to prevent star-crossed lovers taking their life? 



HIS Reads Presentation Outline 
Name: Kiara 
Book: The Red Badge of Courage 
 

Round 1: (one minute)  
● Introduce chosen text: Henry Fleming=soldier, coward=>model soldier. 
● Show how your text promotes the value of reading: better writer by reading good 

writing, understand others/characters 
Character development: dialogue instead of statements, descriptive 
writing=cruelty of war 

 
Round 2: (two minutes) 

● Show how your text promotes character development through the lens of the HIS 
HUSKIES.  

● HUSKY 1 and connection to text: Understanding Collaborators who work well 
with diverse individuals and situations= In end, death=world still continues, 
insignificance=connect with team 

● HUSKY 2 and connection to text: Honest Learners and Leaders who manage 
their lives with integrity= Desires honor in idealistic, but earns honor through 
action-, realizes he was wrong, looks back 

● HUSKY 3 and connection to text: Solution Creators who persevere and 
self-reflect= look back to look forward, block out other selfish emotions 

 
Round 3: (three minutes) 

● Show how your text changes perspective: People forget what war is like today, 
political move, shows its cruelty, takes courage and luck, when he flees and 
when he uses rage, author not soldier but book is realistic 

● And/or challenges stereotype(s): Not typical hero honor and selfless, 
perceptions=hero, still having ideal of hero by end, justifies flee with squirrel, 
fights in a trance, at end still convincing himself that he was a hero  

● And/or illuminates issues relevant to the surrounding culture/society: Many 
refugees, helps with empathy, shows a modern disconnect with war, idealistic 

 
Round 4:  

● Show how your text connect’s to the theme: “Without dreams and goals, life is 
an endless stream of days that have little connection or meaning.”: Wants to be 
hero and man, first a succumb to fear who justifies running and lying about 
wound but still sees self as veteran, learns that goal not good 

● Show how your text calls the audience to action in a compelling way: People 
fighting/suffering in wars, understand what you are asking soldiers to do, 
refugees cast away b/c of fear, spread awareness, severity to lead people to 
become refugees, develop compassion and empathy 



HIS Reads Presentation Outline 
Name:Pedro 
Book:The 7 Habits of effective Teenagers  
 

Round 1: (one minute)  
1. Okay listen up (break 4th wall) 
2. Nobody is perfect 
3. Improving your own life 
4. Value of reading. Connect to teens, Improved my life  
5. To achieve things in life we need help and this book had everything needed to improve my life 

 
 
 
Round 2: (two minutes) 

● Show how your text promotes character development through the lens of th_ HIS HUSKIES.  
● HUSKY 1 and connection to text:Honest Learners and Leaders who are self-motivated and self-directed 

The aim of the book is for the reader to develop a habit of being effective but it requires you to be self-motivated and 
self-directed in order to be effective. So it helps you by giving you tips on how to become effective 
 
 
 
 

● HUSKY 2 and connection to text:Knowledgeable Thinkers who are confident and explore new experiences 
The book also urges people to explore new things in order to discover what they truly like and discover what you can be 
effective with 
 
 
 

● HUSKY 3 and connection to text:Solution Creators who strive for innovation 
In order for us to be able to improve upon we have to work hard to achieve it. However, it is never easy to work hard to achieve 
something. Hence, the book helps you to be able to strive for innovation. 
 
 
 

Round 3: (three minutes) 
●  Show how your text changes perspective: 

 
 

● And/or challenges stereotype(s): 
 
 

● And/or illuminates issues relevant to the surrounding culture/society 
1. Talk about how we millennials are seen as lazy and anti-social beings by society and are referred to as the worst 

generation 
2. Talk about how this book challenges this stereotype and how it helps us improve in order to erase this stereotype 

from society 
3. Explain with the help of climbing a mountain metaphor 

 
 

**5 minute break** 
Round 4: (1 minute) 

● Show how your text connect’s to the theme: “Without dreams and goals, life is an endless stream of days that have 
little connection or meaning.”: 

 
 
 

● Show how your text calls the audience to action in a compelling way: Explain how everyone’s goals have to start at 
some point and how there are steps to be taken in order for you to achieve your goals and how by reading this book it 
could help you reach your goals quicker.  

 



Intro 
This book is Designing your life,  
Bill Burnett and Dave Evans.  
Non-fiction unlike most others and has no story.  
Valuable life advice to people, teach us the correct pathway 
The book also shows example of other people’s experiences  
 
Round 2 
HUSKY 1: Huskies #6, analyze, evaluate and synthesize information  
Author encourages us to analyze what makes us happy in life,  
Evaluate how much energy it takes for that event and how worthed it is.  
Synthesize to figure out that we can always have a good day in a bad day. 
 
HUSKY 2: Huskies #14 confident and explore new experiences 
Book encourages us to not stick to one plan in life 
Create three plans and get into a mindset that they are all plan A.  
Connect to #14 because the authors wants us to explore new experiences to understand what we want in life and try to make life worth living out of it. 
 
HUSKY 3: Huskies #18, transfer knowledge and skills to real-world situations 
Every chapter, the book gives us very valuable information to apply in our real lives. This book is a great book to read if you have  life problem and although 
it does not provide every solution, it provides examples on how to face it and overcome it. 
 
Round 3: (three minutes) 
●  Show how your text changes perspective: 
It changes perspective as it encourages us to view life in a way that other people normally wouldn’t. The book encourages us to view life like a designer, get 
a new perspective on your happiness and work by writing it down on a sheet of paper. If one isn’t satisfied by our own lives, we write down ideas of what 
we love doing straight of our mind and we can cooperate that into our work.  
 
● And/or challenges stereotype(s): 
Many people stick to plans for years and years even if it brings them to nowhere. It challenges you to not stick to one plan in life as it usually never works 
out. Have multiple plan A in life and you'll never be lost. 
 
● And/or illuminates issues relevant to the surrounding culture/society 
The book talks about how everyone is stuck to their own goal in life because they are so in love with it and usually it just creates gravity problems. Gravity 
problems are problems that can never be solved but can be worked around to get a similar solution. 
 
**5 minute break** 
Round 4 : 
Show how your text connects to the theme: “Without dreams and goals, life is an endless stream of days that have little connection or meaning.”: 
My book connects well with the theme as the book encourages us to dream like a kid and plan like an adult. encourage us to do what we love and what 
makes us happy.  
if we are doing what we want but we never find happiness out of it but we can do things differently and still accomplish the same goal.  
 
Show how your text calls the audience to action in a compelling way: 
The book tells the audiences to divide their life into work, play, health, and love. We have to fill them up according to how well we do in work, are we 
having fun, are we mentally and physically healthy and do we love our family and friends. It allows us to see life clearly on a sheet of paper. The book often 
gives us advice and make us do them as we progress in every chapter.  



 
Round 1: (one minute) 

● The book I read, One Came Home, was a different story then what I usually read. It was set in the 1800s 
○ Murder mystery set in 1800s 

● This book had a strong female lead as Georgie, even though she was 13, was capable of planning to travel 
to seek her sister and an aim with the rifle that even outclass the adults.  

● Promoted family love, with the relationships of Georgie, Agatha, their mom and their Grandfather is 
tested throughout the book.  Agatha wants to pursue education at a time where bias against women were 
still a great issue. 

● Because I have a sibling as well, this story had showed me how important to maintain these relationships.  
R2 

● HUSKY 1 and connection to text: Huskies #H3 - Honest learners and Leaders who are self motivated and 
self-directed 

○ Georgie shows this by motivating herself to find her “dead” sister because in her heart she knows that she is somewhere 
○ She also is never hesitating as when she does, she directs her back to her main mission, to find her sister. 

● HUSKY 2 and connection to text: Huskies #U7  Understanding Collaborators who work well with diverse 
individuals and situations 

○ With Georgie being forced to work with Billy, the former lover of her sister, shows how she adapts to 
working with him even in difficult times. 

○ Also getting involved in Gang fights later in the story, she counters this with her stunning aim with her 
rifle and stealth 

● HUSKY 3 and connection to text: Huskies #S26 Socially and personally responsible citizens who demonstrate 
reliability and commitment 

 
○ Georgie is shown to be reliable during the course of the book as she shows confidence and takes control 

while investigating the cities. 
○ She also shows commitment by committing to the task she has in front of her, and trying to achieve that 

task with her greatest efforts 
Round 3: (three minutes) 

●  Show how your text changes perspective: 
○ This book's changes the perspective of how a girl can defeat and outsmart grown men by her wits and 

skill. 
○ Shows its not always men is stronger than woman 

■ Example - Female UFC fighters and the training they go through to become stronger 
■ Shows with determination, you can be stronger than men. 

 
● And/or challenges stereotypes):  

○ This book challenges stereotypes by showing how capable Georgie can be even when she is 13 yrs old 
■ Knowing how to shoot a rifle 
■ Able to analyze situations that is hard for normal people 
■ Able to plan, bribe and convince others to help her. 

● All of these skills are useful and benefits Georgie’s personality and Character 
 
 

● And/or illuminates issues relevant to the surrounding culture/society 
○ During this time, women ideals were set back than what we have today with feminists. 

■ Since 1800s - the views of women is overshadowed by the ideals of men 
■ Current day - Women treatment became better but new “feminists/SJW” rose up to current day 

culture 
● Thinks that Women is superior than men rather than thinking themselves like 

equals 
● This contrasts the ideal of women being equal with men 

Round 4:  
 

● Show how your text connect’s to the theme: “Without dreams and goals, life is an endless stream of days that have 
little connection or meaning.”: 

○ If Georgie didn’t set out and attempt to go find her sister, she would been depressed as a 13 year old, not 
knowing where her sister had disappeared into and just lead a sad life until her death. 

● Show how your text calls the audience to action in a compelling way: 
○ This books shows the audience that believing in something and trying to pursue that dream, will 

eventually able to achieve it you have the determination, commitment and hope. 
 


